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Walton County

Winter mud — how to save your pastures during hay

feeding season!

By Jeremy Kichler
Colquitt County

If you are feeding hay in the winter, eventually you are going to
have to deal with mud. Mud increases animal stress and can lead
to increased production costs. It is important for producers to know

how mud limits livestock production and ways to manage this issue.

How does mud reduce the profitability of my cattle operation?
Mud can affect cattle performance. When cattle have to walk
through mud it increases their energy demand, in turn feed
consumption increases to meet their needs. However, the cattle may
actually eat less because walking in mud requires more effort to
obtain food and water. Over time mud can buildup on cattle causing their energy requirements to
again increase in order to keep warm. This can result in reduced growth, reproduction and lower

profitability.

Research has shown when mud is 4-8 inches deep, the dry matter intake of cattle decreases 8-15 %
compared to dry conditions. When muddy conditions get really bad, 1 foot of mud or more, dry

matter intake can decrease up to 30%.

Wasted hay can cause an increase in supplemental feed costs. Research indicates that an average
of 60 percent and up to 90 percent of fed hay can be wasted if growers do not use hay feeders in
muddy conditions. This increases production costs. Mud is going to be a problem around feeding
areas, gates, and water locations. These areas are challenged due to hoof and tractor traffic and
over grazing. When an animal is standing it applies pressure to a surface referred to as “standing
pressure”. This standing pressure is measured in pounds per square inch or psi. The foot pressure of
a standing cow or horse is around 27 psi. In comparison, the standing pressure of a human is 14 psi,
and a 50-ton bull dozer is 16 psi.

Since we discussed standing pressure, let us compare the load carry capacities of several soil types
and surfaces. For example, soft clay or sandy loam soils have the load carrying capacity of 14 psi,
and clay soils have the capacity of 42 psi. Six-inch reinforced concrete, on the hand, has the load
carrying capacity of 6,000 psi. A tractor can place 175 psi of pressure on soils. Keep in mind these
load carrying capacities are for dry soils. When soil moisture increases, the soil weakens which
creates mud.

So, what can | do to manage mud on my farmé One of the first steps is to manage over-grazing.
Over-grazing can expose bare soil, increase compaction, and reduce drainage. A study conducted

in New Zealand concluded that a reduction of 50 to 65% in spring pasture productivity was seen
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February 2021

Upcoming Meeting
February 16

RSVP by

Tuesday
February 16

11:30

Call (770) 267-1324
or email

vge1297@uga.edu

=

Aunardwan ‘

and Lumber Center
&%




February 2021 The Walton Cattlemen Page 2

1 WE MAKE LOANS FOR:

* Purchasing cattle * Establishing pastures
¢ Operating expenses * Real estate and real estate
Revolving lines of credit ~ improvements

e And much more!

<¢AgSouth

Farm Credit, ACA

CLARK DAVID
1691 Lions Club Rd. | Madison, GA | 706.342.2352
cdavid@agsouthfc.com | www.agsouthfc.com T@

UGA Resources:

Forages

https: //www.facebook.com/GeorgiaForages/ https://georgiaforages.caes.uga.edu/

Tall Fescue Renovation Workshop

The Alliance for Grassland Renewal is hosting a virtual workshop for 2021. Please contact your PDC if you are interested in attend-
ing because a special link has been set up for registrations. Producer details are here: https://
grasslandrenewal.org/2020/12/11 /virtual-novel-tall-fescue-renovation-workshop-registration-now-open/

Weekly video release on forage management

Agents and producers are welcome to join in each Thursday night at 7:00 to see the premiere of a new video on forage manage-
ment. The videos are short (5-10 minutes each) and cover hot topics, research updates, and popular demos from our field days.

Georgia Forages YouTube Page
We have a new YouTube page with all of the weekly video content posted to Facebook. New videos are uploaded every Friday.
https: / /www.youtube.com/channel /UCL6DgfaB8V2DRnGxzEBxU3w

Southeastern Hay Contest
Results from the 2020 contest are available online. You can submit samples now for the 2021 contest!
Educational flyers for hay tip n’ tricks available on the website as well. www.sehaycontest.com.

It's Springtime
Custom Fertilizer & Lime Spreading Available
Don Moon— Home 770-207-6262— Work( 404-276-4595

Chad Moon-678-725-3451
Any Amount Spread No Pasture Too Small

MOONCREST FARM

Fertilizer

Monroe, Georgia Check OQur Prices!



https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaForages/
https://grasslandrenewal.org/2020/12/11/virtual-novel-tall-fescue-renovation-workshop-registration-now-open/
https://grasslandrenewal.org/2020/12/11/virtual-novel-tall-fescue-renovation-workshop-registration-now-open/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL6DgfaB8V2DRnGxzEBxU3w
http://www.sehaycontest.com
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from damage that occurred after a wet winter. Cattle producers can consider sacrifice areas
to help mediate over-grazing. A ‘sacrifice area’ is an area used to confine animals to protect
pastures from overuse during times of slow growth and wet months. Livestock can be taken off
healthy pastures and fed hay in sacrifice areas during or after a rain event. This would
decrease the chances of treading and minimize plant damage. Sacrifice areas should be
located in higher areas of the pasture on well drained soils or sloped (2 to 4%) away from
bodies of water. The maintenance of sacrifice areas needs to be addressed periodically.
Growers need to clean out manure, feed and wasted hay as this material can contribute to the

creation of mud.

Producers who inventory their hay based on forage quality can make strategic feeding
decisions to help manage sacrifice areas. When conditions get tough, the lower quality hay
can be fed and the waste can be used for bedding or footing around the hay feeders. Every
couple of days the higher quality hay can be used. This would potentially reduce waste of this

higher quality forage.

Feeding surfaces such as gravel, sand, or concrete can be considered to manage mud on the
farm. Cattle producers can contact their local NRCS for more information about heavy use

area protection and what cost-share options might be available.

Other concepts to consider could be to incorporate a rotational grazing layout that has a

central area where water and shelter is available, or unroll large round bales in a dry part of
the pasture. This practice will help distribute nutrients over a larger area. One thing to keep in
mind is that hay unrolling may waste more hay and may not be the best practice in extremely

wet conditions.

Fenceline feeding systems can help growers with muddy conditions because they can provide
an alternative to feeding hay in the pasture. These structures can help reduce the effects of
winter feeding in pastures and decrease hay waste. If the fenceline feeding systems are
designed and placed correctly around the farm, then it may not be necessary to use tractors in

the fields at all thus reducing potential soil compaction due to winter feeding.
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255 W Jefferson St

Madison, GA 30650
706-342-0264

godfreysfeed.com

REGISTERED
BLACK ANGUS

NMancus: - UNGARD
FARM

T70-267-7178
BULLS, HEIFERS

&
Cow CALF PAIRS

LAMAR'S HOME REPAIR

(404)379-6227 Addiny

INSTALLATION OF
CONVENTIONAL SHINGLES AND
METAL ROOFING 706.395.8080
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Dr.Tyson Strickland, DMV

tyson@customlivestocksolutions.com

Po Box 465
Comer, GA 30629
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N.E. GEORGIA LIVESTOCK LLC

Bobby Garrison
Associate Agent
Randy Jones & Associates, Inc. e - ;‘
Nationwide Insurance ToDD STEPHENS
N_ationw_(ijde“ 506 South Broad Street MANAGER
s:anyeursice Monroe, GA 30655 CELL: 770.601.6286

Tel 770-266-0078
Fax 256-878-3624
Cell 770-314-3817

garrirl@nationwide.com 1200 WINTERVILLE RD 706.549.4790
ATHENS, GA 30605 WWW.NEGALIVESTOCK.COM
NDREWS® McKay Johnson
mckay@downtoearthenergy.net
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL — 941 Monroe-Jersey Road

Monroe, GA 30655
Service Since 1986

: . 770.267.7891
ANDREW L. DAVIS m et

Owner / Operator %

n to Earth Enen
770-267-7977 2580 Highway 78 Down to ?y —
770-466-2788 Loganville, GA 30052 FUELING ST oL lodiese

"We aim to please”

- 776-4056 '
F (770) 767-6636 Open to the public
Omsns Ovmamendaly ALL ammerICAN
3645 Hwy 11 Monroe, GA 30656 PANEL ..
WWW.oasisornamentals.com Justin Jones
10% off plant purchase for (844) 887-2635  aapanel@atc.cc
all cattlemen members!
One use per person.
Email: sales@oasisornamentals.com

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

Grassroots Support
for Georgia Communities.

Homegrown Savings
on Insurance.

Home - Auto - Life - Bank

P.J. Shippey, Agency Manager | Tina Barrick, Agent | Lance Thompson, Agent | Mary Firebaugh, Agent

770.267.5283 | 1804 Highway 78 | Monroe, GA 30655 | @



February 2021 The Walton Cattlemen

Next Meeting is

Meeting Agenda

March 16, 2021
Dinner at 7:00

Meeting 7:30
Opening comments

Reading of minutes from
last meeting

Treasurer report
Old Business
New Business
Speaker

Q and A

Boss Brothers Country Store

== PURINA

ACCURATION

Ken Boss
678-618-5386 770-466-0570

Farmer owned since 1923.

Cattle Supplies
Vaccines
Fencing

Minerals
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Board of Directors

President: Jared Carithers

Vice President: Aubrey Boss

Secretary: Ashley Oploka

Treasurer: Lamar Harwell
Board Members

2020

Ken Boss

Thomas Carter
Butch Dover

County Extension Agent
Agent: Joel Burnsed

Administrative Asst:
Jacquie Johnston

775 SOUTHERN STATES

M
SUP-R-LIX

CONTROLLED INTAKE SYSTEMS

Michael Boss
678-618-2770

Accuration Cattle Limiters

Liquid Cattle Feed

Priefert Chutes

Apache Feeders

Both bag and bulk cattle feed from Purina and Southern States
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Association

UGA Walton County Extension
100 N Broad ST
Monroe, GA 30655-1842

Phone: 770-267-1324
Email: uge 1297 @uga.edu

st

ASSOCIATION

WILEY FARM

Established 1919
2081 Alcovy Station Rd.
Covington, GA 30014
770-464-3276 or
770-464-FARM
wileyfarm(@b ellsouth.net
*Selling good, used
John Deere tractors
*raising high quality beef
for @ hungry world
*TF UL haul catile & farm

machinery (18,0008 i)

«First Name» «Last Name»
«Address»
«City», «Staten «Zip Coden

3645 Georgia Highway 11
Monroe, Georgia 30656

770/ 267 - 5844
www.harrishomestead.com

Willram Harris Homestead
(Circa 1825)
Heritage Education, Tours, Meetings and Events

HARRIS PLANTATION, INC.
High Quality Tift 44 & Fescue Hay
Beef Cattle

BUTCH DOVER 3645 Georgia Hwy. 11
Manager Monroe, GA 30656
404-218-1878




