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County farm gate value: Top commodities:

$225,231,464.00 Greenhouse
Watermelons
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UGA Extension in Tift County has demonstrated broad, integrated
impact across 4-H, Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) and
Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) programming. The Tift
County 4-H program reached 100% of fifth-grade classrooms across
nine elementary schools and two homeschool groups, serving more
than 600 youth through STEM, agricultural literacy and healthy
living education. Youth achieved significant competitive success at
the district and national levels, expanded participation in leadership
and Project Achievement by 69% and benefited from teen-led
initiatives and workforce-readiness programming. The FACS
program delivered measurable economic and public health benefits
through the Virtual Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program,
which returned $74,726 to the local economy, saved clients more
than $20,000 in tax preparation fees and served low-income and
elderly residents across multiple counties and states. FACS also
strengthened food safety capacity by certifying 64 food service
professionals through ServSafe® training, generating 768
instructional contact hours, achieving an 86% pass rate and saving
participants more than $10,000 in training costs. ANR programming
provided extensive producer support through combined efforts of
the tri-county vegetable and ANR agents, totaling more than 16,300
direct client contacts through on-farm visits, phone consultations
and office interactions. These efforts were supported by multiple
applied research trials, international collaboration on peanut disease
management, livestock water-quality baseline research and
coordinated monitoring and management of emerging pest threats
like silverleaf whitefly and cotton jassid.

extension.uga.edu/tift

An Equal Opportunity Institution



