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Thomas County

County farm gate value: Top commodities:

$149,400,924.73 Peanuts
Cotton
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The Thomas County Extension office serves residents through three
program areas: Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR), Family
and Consumer Sciences (FACS) and 4-H Youth Development.

The ANR agent collaborated with the UGA Extension
sustainability specialist and Gentian Creek to apply for funding from
the Middle South Georgia Soil and Water Conservation District. The
educational grant was awarded to help establish more native plant
species on the Gentian Creek Preserve to educate children on the
importance of native plant protection and associated food webs.
Singleton and the agent also plan to collect data on emergence and
establishment to help educate foresters and row crop growers on
how they can improve sustainability in their operations.

Through chronic disease prevention programs, the FACS agent
impacted the behavior of both adults and youth. Every student in
kindergarten through fifth grade (4,000+) heard from the FACS
agent about trying new nutritious foods through newsletters, videos
and recipe sampling. The FACS agent also kicked off a year-long
diabetes prevention program for adults at risk of developing
diabetes. This program is proven to help participants reduce the risk
factors for multiple chronic diseases.

After the loss of a dedicated 4-H member, the 4-H agent began a
scholarship fund in their name. The community responded and
raised over $6,500 to support youth attending State Council, State
Congress and 4-H camp. These skill-building programs shape youth
into community leaders; however, around 22% of Thomas County
families cannot afford these opportunities. This scholarship provides
needed assistance for families in need.
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