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County farm gate value: Top commodities:

Broilers
13,84 j
$13,849,261.02 Other Forestry and

Fut e et gt Related Products

UGA Center for Agribusiness and Economic Development TI m h er

Cotton, corn and peanut production require a significant amount of
water throughout the growing season. Current methods of irrigation
scheduling used by producers are outdated and inefficient. Using soil
moisture sensors can allow producers to increase irrigation
efficiency and profitability by using less water and maintaining high
yields. After trialing soil moisture sensors in row crop fields, many
producers felt comfortable enough with the technology to invest in
the purchase of soil moisture sensors. As of October 2025, seven soil
moisture sensors have been purchased by growers in Marion County,
allowing growers to make more educated irrigation decisions on over
500 acres of row crops. Increased irrigation efficiency from the data
supplied allowed the growers to not only save water but also increase
profitability, with savings of over $32/acre with a total of over
$16,000. Meanwhile, Marion County 4-H continues to offer a diverse
range of programming; however, STEAM education (science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) remains one of the
most engaging and impactful focus areas. Through monthly hands-
on workshops and interactive learning experiences, 4-H’ers explored
a wide variety of STEAM topics designed to spark curiosity, creativity
and critical thinking. Youth participated in experiential activities
that connected scientific concepts to real-world applications,
allowing them to problem-solve, collaborate and innovate in
meaningful ways. Program evaluations indicated that participating
4-H’ers reported an increased interest in STEAM-related careers and
greater confidence in their ability to succeed in STEAM subjects.
Many expressed enthusiasm for continuing their involvement in
STEAM-focused programs and pursuing additional learning
opportunities in these fields.
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