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UGA Cooperative Extension in Douglas County is making a
difference and bringing research-based, unbiased information from
the university back to the local community.

There were 37 2025 Douglas County Master Gardener Extension
Volunteers in 2025, nine of which were new trainees. These
volunteers donated 2,884 hours, logging over 4,125 contacts. The
volunteers increase Extension’s capacity to provide programs and
services to local citizens. In 2025, they assisted 39 Douglas County
community garden participants, provided seed starter classes for 54
gardeners, offered consulting at the spring and fall plant sale,
generated 36 horticultural news articles in the Sentinel and Chapel
Hill News, worked the Extension booths at the Church Street
Farmers Market and Taste of Douglasville, maintained the 11
gardens on the Rosalynn Carter Butterfly Tail (including the Cultural
Arts Center Garden), assisted with the annual Master Gardener
training program, and assisted with the 4-H Cloverleaf District
Project Achievement. The Master Gardener training provides
intensive horticultural training to individuals who want to volunteer
in their communities. Those who want to complete the training go
through an application and selection process that includes a
background and reference check. The program consists of 42 hours
of core horticultural training and a requirement to donate 50 hours
of service back to the community in the first year. Master Gardeners
wanting to stay active in the program each year are required to
donate 25 hours of service and complete 10 hours of continuing
education. Advanced training is available for Master Gardeners who
want to excel. Master Gardeners are an asset to our committees.
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