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Carroll County 4-H conducted a week-long Livestock Camp for youth
ages 7 through 16 to address the decline in young people entering
agriculture and the increasing average age of farmers. Census data
shows a continued loss of farms at the national, state and local levels,
with Georgia’s average farmer age at 59 and only 9% of producers
under age 35. Carroll County, ranked No. 2 in the state for cattle
production, has a strong agricultural foundation, making youth
education essential to sustaining the industry. In response, Carroll
County 4-H hosted its third annual Livestock Camp, expanding the
program to include sheep and goats, along with cattle and swine.
Twenty-eight youth participated, with returning campers ages 13
and older serving as group leaders. Campers received hands-on
instruction in daily animal care, feeding, watering, halter handling,
showmanship, body condition scoring, parasite management, fecal
sampling, hoof trimming, grooming, animal selection and livestock
show protocols. The program concluded with a live showmanship
event for parents. The camp was supported through strong
partnerships with the local cattlemen and women, Mt. Zion FFA and
local businesses. Educational components also included nutrition
lessons highlighting meat products from each species. Program
outcomes showed an increase in knowledge, with average test scores
rising from 74% to 80%. Forty-two percent of campers returned
from the previous year, volunteers expressed interest in continued
involvement, two halter-broke heifers were sold and families
reported increased youth confidence, responsibility,and enthusiasm
for livestock care, demonstrating meaningful impact and continued
interest in agricultural education.
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