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Berrien County

County farm gate value: Top commodities:

$187,197,316 Broilers
Peanuts
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Fungal diseases like leaf spot and white mold affect peanut
farmers from obtaining top yields. Disease is managed by spraying
fungicides every two weeks starting 30-45 days after planting until
about two weeks before digging. With several quality peanut
fungicides on the market, it is not always apparent which one
performs best in Berrien County soil. In 2025, Berrien County
Extension evaluated eight fungicide programs in a non-irrigated field
for yield and white mold incidence. The results show that the top-
performing program only had 1.5% white mold incidence, and the
poorest-performing had 30%. Likewise, the top-performing program
yielded 3,926 pounds per acre, while the poorest yielded 3,039, a
difference of 887 pounds per acre. Using a $355 USDA loan value,
this equates to a loss of $157 an acre. A grower farming 100 acres of
peanuts would have a loss of nearly $16,000.

The importance of science and STEM education is underscored
by the rapid growth of careers in these fields, with an economic
impact report highlighting that STEM supports 61% of jobs and 71%
of Georgia’s economic output. Berrien County 4-H enhances STEM
education by collaborating with schools offering in-school science
lessons aligned with state standards. Since 2015, over 2,400 fifth
graders participated in 440 lessons, resulting in scores above state
average on End of Grade assessments. A 2025 evaluation of 4-H
programming revealed that all responding teachers found the
program to be a vital educational component, effectively reinforcing
Georgia’s educational standards and aiding in student preparation.
Teachers noted that the program enhanced their classroom science
curriculum by addressing relevant topics in an engaging manner.
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