
Jorō Spider 
and its SE US Lookalikes 

Jorō spider  
Trichonephila clavata 

Large, golden 
webbing 

Legs black with 
yellow bands, 
rarely all black 

yellow garden spider 
Argiope aurantia 

Distinctive yellow and 
black abdomen 

Abdomen yellow-
orange with two rows 
of silvery white spots 

1st, 2nd, and 4th pairs 
of legs have black tufts 

of hair near joints 

Legs yellow-orange 
with brown bands Dani Barchana, Bugwood.org 

banded garden spider  
Argiope trifasciata  

golden silk orb-weaver 
Trichonephila clavipes 

Sept 2022 

*All images are mature females 

Legs lack hair tufts 

Many thin black, 
yellow, and silvery 

white bands on 
abdomen 

Ventral (belly) Dorsal (back) 

Broad, horizontal 
bluish-green bands 

on abdomen 

0.67-1.2 in long body 
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Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org  
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Web often has zig-zag 
above and below 

dense center 

Large, golden webbing 

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, UCon, Bugwood.org  

Dorsal 

Dorsal 

Dorsal 

Ventral 

Black, yellow, 
and red “belly” 

Black, yellow, and red “belly” 
Rebekah D. Wallace, UGA, Bugwood.org  


