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Soybean Update-Rome Ethredge, Interim Grains and Soybean 
Agronomist 

Insects  

Red banded stink bugs are a dangerous pest of soybeans and I saw a couple of fields 

this week that needed treatment although leaves were already beginning to yellow. 

Dr. Phillip Roberts says that this bug affects beans until R7, which is the beginning 

maturity stage where at least one pod per plant, (not just a few plants in stressed 

areas of the field), is a mature brown or tan color and seed pods are full. Leaves are 

now yellow and about half the leaves have dropped. Check with us for treatment 

options. They’re harder to kill than other stinkbugs and threshold is half that of other 

stinkbugs. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Soybean Desiccation 

We started desiccating the Early system soybeans a few years ago due to them being 

mature during a rainier time of year and needing to get them out during a busy time, 

also some of those varieties seemed more susceptible to problems if not harvested 

quickly.  



 

 

Dr. Eric Prostko and I have been discussing this and he has a section in the Pest 

Control handbook concerning it, see below. Folks are asking about desiccating full 

season and other beans, It can be done and may help to dry the plants out to get 

them through the combine more efficiently and speed up harvest overall. Could help 

with green stem problems, maybe.  

 

Most of these comments pertain to using Paraquat as a desiccant, see below from 

pest control handbook for information concerning use of other chemistries. One issue 

is that you need to be ready to combine within a few days to keep from losing beans, 

but remember that paraquat has a 15 day PHI.  Another problem is if desiccation is 

done too early you can still have green color in the beans at harvest and these are 

sometimes refused by the buyers.   

Best to spray after plants have reached R7 stage, details about this stage are above, 

and take a moisture test of beans from top 4 nodes to see that they are 40% or less.  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Wheat Varieties  

 

Folks are starting to plan for wheat for grain for this year. 

 

This year’s UGA Small grains plot data is preliminary, no booklet yet with 

recommended varieties like you can go to here for last year , link here 

https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-

testing/docs/performance-trials/2020/wheat-prelim-test-2020.pdf , but you can look at 

the yields and head date, etc, for 2021. 

 

Go into Winter Crops then Consolidated reports. Dr Mailhot says the booklet for this 

year with recommended varieties and more info will be done soon.  

https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2020/wheat-prelim-test-2020.pdf
https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2020/wheat-prelim-test-2020.pdf


 

 

2021 Preliminary Wheat Info at this link   https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-

subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2021/Winter-20-21-

Preliminary-Results.pdf 

UGA Recommended Grain/ Forage Variety list 

 

  

https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2021/Winter-20-21-Preliminary-Results.pdf
https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2021/Winter-20-21-Preliminary-Results.pdf
https://swvt.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/statewide-variety-testing/docs/performance-trials/2021/Winter-20-21-Preliminary-Results.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Wheat Top 10 Revised-Rome Ethredge, Interim Grains and Soybean Agonomist 

 

Also, we’ve done some revision and updating to the Wheat Top 10, 4 page fact sheet 

for high yield Wheat production. Its attached as well. 

 

 



 

 

Post-Harvest Weed Control (Prostko) 

As you have heard many times before, Culpepper and I have been encouraging growers to consider the use of post-

harvest (field corn) tactics (tillage, mowing, herbicides) to help manage the soil seedbank for weeds such as Palmer 

amaranth and tropical spiderwort.  The pictures below are from one of my corn fields that I recently treated with a 

combo of Gramoxone (paraquat) + Tricor (metribuzin) + NIS.  The green, untreated strips are there by design 

(checks).  This is one of my preferred post-harvest herbicide treatments especially for Palmer amaranth.  In many fields 

though, it might be too late if weeds have already produced seeds and/or if younger plants are likely to get terminated 

(before producing seed) with the first frost (about a month away in many locations).  

https://ugaweedscience.blogspot.com/2021/10/post-harvest-weed-control-prostko.html


 

FYI, current Tricor label would allow field corn or soybean planting next spring but cotton and peanut rotations are 18 

months.  We are trying to get the label changed to allow for a shorter rotation interval for these important Georgia row 

crops.   

 
 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kXR9zrQ9cmo/YWbtQH0dBtI/AAAAAAAABsA/acLZkvnLUf8T2Qt_NBirwI7tZflMRIIHACNcBGAsYHQ/s960/Slide1.JPG


 

 
 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zO3JVPDBeA0/YWbvFWZBWXI/AAAAAAAABsQ/koFZtOI7XDg37WW-bRfVbQiyMm8jJZegACNcBGAsYHQ/s960/Slide2.JPG


 

 
 

Cotton Harvest Considerations to Ensure 
Quality Yield Data-Simerjeet Virk 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-oEHZbOGeM2g/YWbvI2ZT3QI/AAAAAAAABsU/-SM8SqJdEmIly-wyvVv1UhPeNDvrME32wCNcBGAsYHQ/s960/Slide3.JPG


 

 

Yield maps are considered as a year-end report card for a farm that shows us what 

worked and where. Many consultants and growers utilize cotton yield maps at the end 
of the year to evaluate field performance and to determine how certain management 

practices can be adjusted in the next season to maximize productivity across the whole 
field. Therefore, quality of yield data is important to make sound and well-informed 

crop management decisions. Errors in yield data can occur at various stages of cotton 
harvest, so below are some considerations for growers to ensure quality yield data is 

collected during harvest and utilized for analysis: 

• Before beginning harvest, make sure all yield monitoring components are working 

properly. Check if mass flow sensors are clean and free of debris, wiring 
harnesses are not damaged and connected properly, GPS receiver and other 

sensors are installed and functioning as intended. 
 



 

• Check if the GPS receiver and in-cab display has the latest firmware and software 

updates installed. Confirm that GPS correction service subscription is active and 
paid for the rest of the year or until the end of the harvest season.   

 
• Make sure to export and make a copy of yield data from previous year’s harvest 

and save it on an external data storage device or in a cloud-based storage. 
 

• Verify that the GPS Offsets and other machine settings are entered correctly in 
the in-cab display/yield monitor. 

 
• Calibrate the yield monitor to ensure yield estimates are accurate. Perform a 

multi-point calibration (at least three loads of varying weights) instead of single- 
or two-point calibration. 

 
• During harvest, continuously monitor sensor readings and yield estimates to 

verify if all sensors are functioning properly and yield data is being recorded 

and/or mapped properly. 
 

• Start a separate harvest job for each field to avoid combining yield data into a 
single file for multiple fields and for an easier yield analysis separately for each 

field later. 
 

• Take notes about any changes in crop or field conditions within and among the 
fields. These will be helpful when analyzing yield data or comparing yield between 

the fields. 
 

• If using an app and/or cloud-based application during harvest to view and 
wirelessly transfer harvest data, make sure that data is being properly 

transferred and stored in the cloud, and is available to download and analyze 
later. 

 

• If yield data is not being transferred wirelessly during harvest, make sure to 
export and copy the yield data immediately after finishing harvest to prevent any 

unexpected data losses. Do not let that data sit in the yield monitor until next 
harvest or forever. 

 
• Before analyzing yield maps, clean the yield data appropriately to remove any 

unwanted errors that may have occurred during harvest. There are few free 
software’s/tools available online to edit and clean yield data.  

 
• When analyzing yield data, keep management zones to two or three and focus on 

understanding low, medium and high yielding zones/areas within a field instead 
of getting overwhelmed by the actual yield numbers or creating too many zones 



 

across the field.     

 
• If unsure about what all options are available to analyze and use yield data, 

check with your equipment manufacturer, technology provider or local county 
extension agent to learn about different software and data management tools 

available for yield mapping and data analysis. 

Again, remember that yield maps are only as good as the yield data quality and they 
only point towards low and high yielding areas within a field. To completely understand 

which and how management practices can be adjusted to maximize yield across the 
field, it is important to record and analyze other data layers as well (such as soil type, 

planting, fertilizer and spray application maps), and implement a fully integrated data 

management approach at the farm.    

 

This week should be a great one to knock the leaves off some cotton. Statewide this week we 

are looking at highs in the mid-80s and lows in the 60s. Dependent upon the day and the 

situation, the rates I am thinking for this week are 3 to 4 oz Dropp, 10-12 oz Folex, and 32-40 

oz Prep.  

Cotton Defoliation Update-Dr. Camp Hand, UGA Extension Cotton Specialist 

One of the main concerns I have this week is regrowth. With the amount of rainfall many of 

us got last week and the sun coming out this week, our crop is primed for regrowth issues. 

One thing to keep in mind is that in a single application of Dropp a grower can apply 6.4 oz/A, 

and in a season a grower can use 9.6 oz/A/year. This is important because some places may 

need a “second shot”. Depending upon the needs and the situation, other products can be 

used as a part of a second shot to help clean up a little bit. If you have questions don’t 

hesitate to call.  

 

Sorry to be short, on the way to get some data. One final thing: although we may not all pull 

for the same football team, I’m sure we can all agree on one thing - watching Alabama lose is 

always good!  
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