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Recent 
We ran three peanut samples Friday at our office. I should have taken a few pictures – they all still need some more time. With peanuts this year, 
don’t rely completely on days after planting. With our periods of saturated soils, injury, weed control issues… we may see some early set peanuts 
with the majority of the crop trailing close behind. We will just see how the samples look. Also, at harvest you may need to separate those water-
soaked areas from the more normal parts of the field – similar to what we would do in a dry year by separating those dryland corners – except this 
year those extremely wet areas.  We are ready to check peanuts when you are, so please bring in the mornings so we can get out in the field after 
dinner (lunch). Lots of rain this year and cotton is beginning to open so remember cotton irrigation is usually halted at 10% open bolls across the 
field, but you have to look at the field situation such as missing positions, where the fruit set is now, and field moisture before completely stopping 
irrigation. Soon we will begin a soybean nematode survey – so if you have beans please let me know. Also, I am looking for a late cotton (planted 
after mid-June) field to determine last effective bloom date. And lastly, we are doing TSWV survey on 10 peanut fields representing a cross section of 
our county. 

    
Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus (TSWV) in Peanut            Looking for 10 random fields to rate for TSWV           County Agent training in rating for TSWV                                             

     
Scout for foliage feeders 4-8 per foot of row        Velvetbeans mostly, but corn earworm and loopers   A few open bolls – soon defoliation decisions 

   
Peanuts behind peanuts…….. yep nematodes         Scout grain sorghum for sugarcane aphids           Be safe/share the road, yes I pulled off for photo 
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Cotton Peanut Research Field Day Wednesday September 8, 2021 in Tifton 
PERRY/TIFTON, Ga. (Aug. 27, 2021) - The Georgia Cotton Commission, Georgia Peanut Commission and the University of Georgia 
Extension Cotton and Peanut Teams, will co-sponsor a joint research field day on Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021, in Tifton, Georgia.   
The field day will start at 8:00 a.m. at the Tifton Campus Conference Center (TCCC) in the North Parking Lot. After a brief welcome, 
field day attendees will visit the RDC Pivot and the UGA Lang Farm to tour several trials and hear from speakers. Attendees will 
return to the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center for lunch and a short program. The field day is a free event, but attendees are 
encouraged to RSVP to Ashley Golden at ashley.golden@uga.edu or calling 229-386-3366 to provide an accurate count for lunch.  
The purpose of the tour is to showcase current research, which is funded by the respective commissions, in plot-side presentations 
by the researchers themselves. The sponsors’ goal is to provide an educational environment for cotton and peanut farmers and give 
them the opportunity to pose questions directly to the researchers and to express opinions and concerns pertinent to the 
production of their crops.  
Chairmen of the peanut and cotton commissions, Armond Morris and Bart Davis, respectively, agree this event gives farmers the 
distinct opportunity to interact with the leadership of each commission, other farmers and industry representatives. It is an excellent 
place for farmers to observe, first-hand, the research programs funded by their checkoff investments.  
To view an agenda, visit www.georgiacottoncommission.org or www.gapeanuts.com.  
 
Georgia Department of Public Health Daily Status Report Friday August 27, 2021  https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report 

  
Be safe 
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EPA is Revoking all Chlorpyrifos Tolerances for all Commodities Abney 
The following is an excerpt from a news release from EPA on 18 August 2021. The revocation of the tolerances for all commodities 
will be effective 6 months after the publication of the final rule in the Federal Register. 
“WASHINGTON – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it will stop the use of the pesticide chlorpyrifos on all 
food to better protect human health, particularly that of children and farmworkers. In a final rule released today, EPA is revoking all 
“tolerances” for chlorpyrifos, which establish an amount of a pesticide that is allowed on food.  In addition, the agency will issue a 
Notice of Intent to Cancel under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to cancel registered food uses of chlorpyrifos 
associated with the revoked tolerances.” 
 
Cotton Entomology Roberts 
Cotton ranges from bolls opening, to really just getting started good. Keep scouting and be informed of your cotton field conditions 
and the week of bloom. The table below list approximate boll age in days which bolls should be protected for selected insect pests. 
Cool temperatures will slow plant development and subsequent boll age values may increase in such environments. It is assumed that 
the field is relatively insect pest free when the decision to terminate insecticide applications for a pest is made. From UGA Cotton 
Production Guide.  

                        

                                             
 



 

 

Cotton Defoliation Decisions 
Cotton defoliation is just around the corner (see photo on page of newsletter – to see where the most valuable bolls are located). 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Pulling Your Peanut Sample and Maturity Calendar 
We are ready to go when you are. Please come from 8-12 in the morning so we can get our in the county in the afternoon if we need 
to. It’s been a wet and a much different year so preferably bring the vines and pick off the sample at our office that way we can see 
the vine condition, stem strength, damage…..  We need to see where the whole crop is. We had some very dry conditions early then 
lots of wet conditions so we may have a leading edge of more ready peanuts, with the bulk being further behind. We will just have 
to see how they lay out on the profile board. We will keep you posted on those first few samples.  
* If you have to bring them in the afternoon – that fine too, we will check them if we are here or check them when we return.  
* Go ahead and blast them put water to cover up the peanuts to keep them fresh and use the notepad and small pails that are 
available for you to leave a note in or under your sample. Be sure to write your name and contact information (cell phone) on your 
note. We may even take a picture of the sample if you are not here when we sample and text it to you. 
Look below at the calendar and see where you are. Here is a reminder of how to pull a sample for maturity checking.  
Remember a peanut hull scrape maturity check will be as accurate as the sample that you take. Pull or dig up at least 5 to 6 
adjacent plants from at least three representative parts of a field which can be dug in one day. Keep these samples from each 
area of the field separate. Pick ALL the peanuts off the plants until you get around 200 peanuts (a sample should contain between 
180 and 220 peanut pods). Pick the vine clean. We are here to help you. As always you can just call the office (229) 468-7409 or my 
cell at (229) 424-2863. 



 

 

  
 
September - October is Ideal Time to take Nematode Samples from Lanier Jordan’s Baker County Extension Newsletter 
Now is an ideal time to troubleshoot those problem areas in a field. Nematode populations should be at a peak now (when you can 
still identify the problem areas) or shortly after harvest. 
We have good moisture now which makes for good nematode samples. Take the nematode samples in the root zone and make sure 
they don’t dry out before mailing. 
You may want to send off a soil sample also to make sure pH or low nutrient levels are the problem. 
Nematode Sampling Procedure 



 

 

Properly taken samples from small field units can reduce production costs by allowing the grower to eliminate nematode control 
practices where they are not needed and implement control practices where they are needed. Improper sampling can lead to poor 
recommendations and economic losses which could have been avoided. Both large areas and small areas should be sampled in a 
systemic, zigzag pattern. As nematodes may not survive in upper 1-2 inches of soil due to extreme environmental conditions (hot 
and cold), first remove upper soil layer and then take samples using a 2.5cm (1-inch) diameter soil probe. 
Take 20-30 soil cores in a zigzag pattern from regularly spaced locations throughout the field or area of concern (4-5 acre section). 
From each sample about 1 pint (1/2 liter) of soil should be transferred into a labeled plastic bag for nematode assay. Once sampled 
put in a zip-lock type bag and keep cool. Keep the sample out of direct sunlight preferably in a cooler. Label the plastic bags with 
sample number location and date of sampling. The assay forms are available the local Extension office. 

When to sample  Sampling depth in inches (cm) 

The optimum time to take 
samples for nematode assay 
from various Georgia crops is 
given below: Crop 

Common Nematodes 

Oct. and Nov.  8 inches (20)  Cotton  
Lance, Reniform, Root-
knot 

Sept. to Oct.  8 inches (20)  Peanuts  Root-knot 

Sept. to Nov.  8 inches (20)  Soybeans  
Lance, Reniform, Root-
knot, 
Cyst 

 
 
Row Crop Disease Update  Kemerait 

    
1.                                           2.                                                          3.                                                                    4.  

Picture 1- Striking foliar symptom of Tomato spotted wilt on peanut leaf.  
Picture 2- White mold just beginning to flair again in peanuts in Tift County after being “shut down” by fungicide program. Pam Knox 
shares that weather is perfect in upcoming days (hot, wet, humid) for disease development and spread. 
Picture 3- Additional picture from yesterday of tar spot on corn, our newly identified disease on corn, a disease causing great 
concern on corn in the Midwest.  Most of our corn is made – this is one to watch for next year. 
Picture 4- Underground white mold  
 
 
As always for more information contact your Irwin County Extension Office. 
 
Thank You, God Bless You, 
Phillip Edwards - Irwin County Agent 
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