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Recent/Upcoming 
Issues abound as August arrives. Our plentiful rainfall is creating disease concerns for our farmers. Wet field conditions have 
hampered field work ranging from nutritional to fungicide applications and more. Please see and read the attached August UGA 
Cotton Newsletter. Also, we will be conducting a nematode survey in soybeans soon.  

   
Target Spot on Cotton                                               Aerolate Mildew on Cotton                                      Early leaf spot on Peanut  

   
UGA Intern Graduation Wed. at Rock Eagle        UGA Cotton Trial – note varietal differences        Tuesday Field Visit on the McDonald Farm 

 
Sunbelt Expo Field Day That Was Rescheduled for Thursday August 12, 2021 is now VIRTUAL 
It is with much disappointment that the 2021 Field Day scheduled as an in-person event for August 12 has been changed to a 
VIRTUAL ONLY experience.   
While we have given every effort to host the event as an in-person experience, additional rain during the last couple of weeks, for a 
total of 16.84 inches since July 1, has forced us to move to a virtual Field Day opportunity.  Plot videos and descriptions will be 
released Thursday, August 12 at 8:00 am. Visit http://sunbeltexpo.com/field-day for all of the details. Mark your calendar for the 
Sunbelt Ag Expo October 19-21, 2021. 
 
Summarized Row Crop Information from Ben Reeves Berrien County Agent 
Cotton Target Spot- Conditions (wet weather, hot, humid, rank growth) are favorable right now for the development of Target Spot 
in the cotton canopy. When checking your field for the disease start at the bottom interior of the plant. Consider a fungicide 
application if cotton has good yield potential, good growth and you start to see the disease around 1st bloom. The 1st to 6th week of 
bloom is our window for managing the disease. Priaxor, Miravis Top, Headline and Quadris are some fungicide options. Quadris is 
the least effective of those on target spot, but is good to very good on Aerolate Mildew. Aerolate Mildew reported in Colquitt 
County.  
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Stink bugs in Cotton - With a large chunk of our cotton blooming it typically means fields are being treated for Stink Bugs.  
Thresholds are measured by internal boll injury. Damage looks like warts inside the boll where the Stink Bug pierced into it to feed. 
Check quarter sized bolls when scouting and avoid field edges. Thresholds are as follows: 

• 2nd week of bloom: 20% 

• 3rd week of bloom: 10-15% 

• 4th week of bloom: 10-15% 

• 5th week of bloom: 10-15% 

• 6th week of bloom: 20% 

• 7th week and on: 30% 
Pyrethroids like bifenthrin are going to work well on green stink bugs. Organophosphates like Bidrin are needed to manage high 
populations of brown stink bugs. Hopefully it has been too wet to see high White Fly numbers lately, but as a reminder - stay away 
from using Bidrin in white fly fields as it will kill your beneficial insects.  
Peanuts - In spite of all the rain, overall, I believe we have a good peanut crop. Disease pressure and timely fungicide applications 
still remain a key priority. Early leaf spot is active. Regarding rain fast and our current frequent showers: Generally, a leaf spot 
fungicide ideally needs 8-12 hours rain free to get the maximum effect. There are some exceptions, i.e. Priaxor and Miravis that only 
require 2 hours rain free. White mold fungicides need to get washed into the soil to activate, so rain fastness is less of an issue. 
Ideally a rain or irrigation within 24 hours is needed to get the most out of a white mold product.  
Soybeans - Not a whole lot of beans in the county but I’d like to let you know here that soybean rust has been confirmed in several 
sentinel plots around the state, including Tift. It would not be a bad idea to put a fungicide out if the beans are between R3 and R6. 
 

Peanut Insect Management                 Abney                                                                                                                                                  I am 
continuing to see low numbers of tobacco budworm (TBW) caterpillars in my research plots, and I am still getting reports of some 
fields being sprayed for this pest. At this point in the season, it is important to use thresholds for making caterpillar treatment 
decisions. The threshold is an average of 4 to 8 caterpillars per row foot across 10 randomly selected locations in a field (sample 3 
feet of row at each location). Use the lower end of the threshold when plants are small or stressed and the higher end of the 
threshold when the vines are rank and/or rapidly growing. Spraying caterpillars when populations are below threshold provides no 
value to the grower. Every peanut field in Georgia needs to be scouted, but every field does NOT need to be sprayed. It is about time 
for velvet bean caterpillars and soybean loopers to show up across larger portions of our growing area. In what seems to be a 
favorable year for caterpillars, I have already heard reports of fall armyworm exceeding thresholds in peanut. The caterpillar 
thresholds given above are the same for all the foliage feeding species we encounter in peanut. We have good insecticide options 
for caterpillar management. Knowing the identity and relative abundance of the species present in a field can help determine which 
active ingredient to choose. UGA county Extension agents can help with insecticide decisions. Three cornered alfalfa 
hoppers (TCAH) are present in peanut fields, and their numbers generally increase from mid to late summer. Though this insect is 
often present in very high numbers, it is not considered a major pest of peanut. Can TCAH cause yield loss? Yes, but the losses are 
typically minor, and managing the insect presents some challenges. First, the insect is highly mobile. Killing the adults in a field today 
will not matter much if more fly in at the end of the week. Second, the insecticides available to kill TCAH do not have long residual 
activity, and efficacy is not always that great. Add to all that the fact that these insecticides can flare spider mites in non-irrigated 
fields, and you can make a pretty good argument for leaving TCAH alone. There are situations where I think treatment for TCAH will 
pay, but I am generally not worried about this insect. 

Applications are now being accepted for Peanut Leadership Academy Class XII - From GA Peanut Commission                                                              
Applications are now being accepted for Class XII of the Peanut Leadership Academy. To be eligible for participation, candidates 
must derive their primary livelihood from farming and currently produce peanuts, make a commitment to the program and agree to 
attend all sessions except in times of illness or a family emergency, be between the ages of 22 and 45 and provide a completed 
application. 
The Peanut Leadership Academy is a cooperative effort between Syngenta Crop Protection, the American Peanut Shellers 
Association and grower organizations. The program began in 1998 with the first class of 14 peanut growers from Alabama, Florida 
and Georgia. Since then, the academy has grown to include growers from Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia 
and sheller representatives. 
During the program, participants are taught how to become more effective spokespeople for the peanut industry, develop industry 
relationships and further grow their leadership skills. Five sessions take place throughout the 18-month class and require 



 

 

approximately 20 days of travel. During the sessions, activities are structured to give participants a thorough understanding of the 
United States peanut industry and include industry tours, meetings with industry leaders and professional development training. 
Each class also has one leadership session in Washington, D.C. where participants have an opportunity to visit with members of 
congress on issues affecting the peanut industry. 
To download a copy of the upcoming class application, visit www.southernpeanutfarmers.org. Applications must be postmarked or 
emailed to jessie@gapeanuts.com by Oct. 1, 2021, for consideration. The first session will begin in December 2021. 
 
Attention Farmers; Please Enroll in the America Farmers Grow Communities 
Your nomination could net $5000 for a rural nonprofit. Enroll here: https://www.americasfarmers.com/grow-communities/ 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities from Bayer Fund is now open once again. Through this program, Bayer Fund helps protect the 
nonprofits and schools that keep farmers and their communities thriving. This year we are doubling individual awards to 
$5,000. When farmers enroll, they could win the chance to direct a Bayer Fund grant to the local nonprofit organization of their 
choice. 
 
Row Crop Disease Update – Cotton      Kemerait 

    
Boll Rot Examples                                                                       Bacteria Blight 

Pictures 1 and 2- Fungal boll rot (likely Colletotrichum and Diplodia) sent to me yesterday. These pictures kind of make me sick as I 
think our cotton will take a heavy blow from boll rot this year because of excessive rain.  Nothing we can do about it. 
The Big 3 foliar diseases of cotton, target spot, areolate mildew (photos at the top of this newsletter), and bacterial blight (above) 
have been found.  While “the sky is not falling”, the best management of areolate mildew and target spot is with judicious and 
timely fungicide applications. I believe yield of cotton can be affected by target spot until the 6th week of bloom, until within 4 
weeks of defoliation for areolate mildew.  When defoliation from either disease reaches 25%, or so, I think chances of slowing them 
with a fungicide is small.  What’s at risk? Up to a half bale of lint. 
 
Thank You, God Bless You,    
Phillip Edwards - Irwin County Agent 
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