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Recent 
Hello, I heard a plane flying this morning, and I assume it was a fungicide application on corn. Please see Dr. Kemerait’s comments below 
concerning our most recent row crop recent disease update.  We are still doing Using Pesticides Wisely Trainings at our office when requested. 
Please call a day ahead so we can set up and be ready for you.  We will submit your registration so you can receive your 2 hours pesticide 
credit. Next week is the Beginners Pecan Course at UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center on June 15th from 9 am-4. Upcoming events in July 
include the Southern Peanut Growers Conference July 15-17 and 2021 Sunbelt Expo Field Day on July 22. 

  
So thankful for the rain                                                                                      Recent rain will help finish planting but many small grain fields remain   

  
4-H members at Junior Senior Project at Rock Eagle this weekend            Help with UGA Extension On-Farm Cotton Trial in Wilcox County  

 
 
Peanut Rx Survey Bell 
 
Kaleb Bell, our summer intern, has created the QR Code on the right to open a confidential 
survey that lets us assess the Peanut Rx disease/risk index for Irwin County. The survey is a 
simplified form of the survey on page 3. Please take a moment to complete the survey. If your 
phone allows, turn on the camera and hover over the icon to open the the survey. Otherwise, 
click here to access the survey.  If you have not completed the survey, we may ask that you do 
so when we visit in person. You may also print and complete the survey on page 2, then 
return it to the Irwin County Extension Office. Again, all information gathered is confidential. 
We kindly ask that you only complete the survey once. Thank you in advance. 

mailto:pedwards@uga.edu
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/irwin.html
https://forms.gle/KWbGeSMp8AUrhpN97


 

 

Peanut RX Survey: 
 

 
Peanut Variety or Varieties:     ______________________________ 
 
 
Plant Date: (Circle One)    Before May 1     May 1-10     May 10-25     May 26- 
June 10     After June 10 
 
 
Peanuts Acres Grown     ________________ 
 
 
Final Stand Count Average (Circle One)  Less than 3 plants/ft 3-4plants/ft. More than 4 
plants/ft. 
 
 
At Plant Insecticide Use (Circle One)   Velum          Thimet 20G          Other          None 

 
 
Twin or Single Row? (Circle One)   Twin Row          Single Row 
 
 
Tillage Type: (Circle One)    Conventional Tillage         Reduced Tillage 
 
 
Did you use Classic Herbicide? (Circle One)  Yes          No 
 
 
Years Between Peanut Rotation (Circle One) 0 years     1 year     2 years     3 or more years  
 
 
Issues with disease? (Circle all that Apply)  Spotted wilt          leaf spot          white mold          limb 
rot  
 
 
Is the field irrigated? (Circle One)   Yes          No 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Row Crop Disease Update 
Soybeans - We know soybean rust is active now in kudzu across southern Georgia. That is the “spark”.  This weather is like 
“gasoline” to that spark, so I expect soybean rust to spread further in kudzu and eventually to soybeans.  Growers will need to 
be prepared when their beans start to bloom. 
Corn - Still no southern corn rust found in Georgia, but I will be surprised if we don’t find it soon.  Much of our corn is 
approaching tassel, a critical stage for protecting the crop IF rust or other diseases threaten. 
 
Peanuts - Much of our peanut crop is approaching (or has reached) 30 days after planting.  30-45 days after planting is CRITICAL 
for initiating a fungicide program, especially now. 
Whether you start at 30 days or wait until 45 days after planting depends on: 
1. Peanut Rx Risk Index scores, especially variety and rotation factors 
2.  What products you will spray first (some need to be sprayed at 30, some can wait until 45) 
3. Whether or not Velum was used in furrow 
Given that conditions are favorable, it wouldn’t hurt to include something early-season for white mold control, though most 
major white mold programs begin at 60 days.  
PLEASE! Do not wait beyond 45 days to begin your program; growers who wait beyond that may be playing “catch up” for the 
rest of the season. 
 
Corn Silage and Stored Forage  Baxter 
Need more pesticide credits? Here's your opportunity. These 
events are free but pre-registration is required. Register by 
scanning the code on the flyer or visiting below links. The event is 
free but pre-registration is required. Producers can register by 
scanning the code on the flyer below or visiting 
Corn Silage and Stored Forage June 25th from 9-12 am. 
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/.../SV_aav6NAc9QrZDYKW 
 
                                
Beginner’s Pecan Course  Wells            Good 
news! The University of Georgia Pecan Team will be holding its 
Beginner’s Pecan Course on June 15, 2021 in-person at the UGA 
Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Georgia. This course is 
held every other year and covers all you need to know about pecan 
production including production costs, cultivar selection, 
fertilization, irrigation, cultural management, insect, disease, and 
weed control, equipment, and market overview. The event is a day 
long course from 8:30 am-4:00 pm with morning and afternoon 
refreshment breaks and lunch served on-site sponsored by Savage 
Equipment. Pesticide credits will be available. Click here to register. 
Please pre-register at the website so that we can get a head count 
for the meal. There is a registration fee to offset the cost of the 
program. There is no charge for county agent registration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/.../SV_aav6NAc9QrZDYKW
https://uga.ungerboeck.com/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&SessionID=fh0fcpfelfa1feo&Lang=*%20to


 

 

Crop Comparison Tool – Updated May 2021 Smith 
Conventional 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Strip-tillage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Cotton Aphid Management   Roberts 
Cotton aphid is a fairly consistent and predictable pest of cotton in Georgia. Aphids feed on plant juices and secrete large 
amounts of “honeydew”, a sugary liquid. The loss of moisture and nutrients by the plants has an adverse effect on growth and 
development. This stress factor can be reduced with the use of an aphid insecticide. However, research conducted in Georgia 
fails to consistently demonstrate a positive yield response to controlling aphids. Invariably, some fields probably would benefit 
from controlling aphids during some years. Prior to treatment, be sure there is no indication of the naturally occurring fungus in 
the field or immediate vicinity. Also consider the levels of stress plants are under, vigorous and healthy plants are able to 
tolerate more aphid damage than stressed plants. 
Aphids will typically build to moderate to high numbers and eventually crash due to a naturally occurring fungus, Neozygites 
fresenii. This fungal epizootic typically occurs in early to mid-July depending on location. Once the aphid fungus is detected in a 
field (gray fuzzy aphid cadavers) we would expect the aphid population to crash within a week. Typically, the fungus starts in the 
southernmost counties of southwest Georgia and moves north and east in time. Cotton aphids also vector or transmit Cotton 
leafroll virus (CLRDV). During 2019 and 2020 aggressive control of aphids 
(weekly sprays) did not reduce the incidence of CLRDV. However, 
aggressive aphid sprays did flare spider mites in these trials. A closer 
look at a cotton aphid infested leaves and identification of the cotton 
aphid fungus (Neozygites fresenii) and other interesting things: 
 
Figure 1. Cotton aphid fungus present and aphids are crashing. Note the 
gray fuzzy aphids which is indicative of the fungus. Also note the aphid 
cast skins which are white in color; aphids molt or shed their 
exoskeleton (skin) as they grow. 
 
 Figure 2. Zoomed in on a fungus killed winged aphid. See the fungal growth and sporulation. 

 
 

Figure 3. No fungus in this infested terminal. The brown balls (aphid 
mummies) are aphids which have 
been parasitized by a small wasp. Also, lots of aphid cast skins in this 
pic. 

 
Figure 4. Four leaf cotton with a heavy aphid infestation. Note the high number of 
winged aphids which invaded this field. If aphids slow seedling growth that may delay 
maturity which could be an issue on late planted cotton. No fungal infected aphids in 
this pic. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Cotton Agronomic Update   Hand 
In many parts of the cotton producing regions of Georgia, the last two to three weeks of May were particularly harsh relative to 
planting conditions. Temperatures quickly escalated, soil moisture left, and little rainfall occurred for two to three weeks. I was 
getting many calls about “dusting” cotton in because the general feeling was that our backs were against the wall. But over the 
last two weeks, we have been fortunate in that across the cotton producing regions of our state there has been a good amount 
of rainfall, with the majority of that occurring in the past week. This was very much needed, as some of our dryland acres and 
double-cropped cotton needed moisture to be planted and have the best chance to achieve an optimal stand. Although we still 
have a few acres to be planted, I feel good about where we are. 
I have been hearing very little about replants thus far, with many folks telling me it has only happened on 5 to 10% of the acres 
in their counties. Time will tell with some of the acres that were planted in the harsh conditions discussed above, but we are 
now getting into “crunch time”. In general, based on previous research done at the University of Georgia, yield penalties can 
occur for cotton planted after the first week of June. 
Now it is time to shift from planting into growth management. Some of our earlier planted cotton is now beginning to square, 
with USDA reporting that nearly 10% of the crop in GA is squaring. Prebloom PGR applications may be necessary for aggressive 
varieties with high growth potential (i.e. high fertility, irrigated, etc.). A major key to plant growth regulation is timeliness, as it 
gets more difficult to regulate cotton growth the bigger the plant gets.  
 
June Expected to be Wetter than Normal; Tropics Quiet so far  Knox 
Now that the Bermuda high has shifted back to the east, the Gulf of Mexico is sending more moisture our way. This means that 

we should see a return to more regular showers for the foreseeable future, with up to 4 inches predicted in some places over the 

next three weeks. The Climate Prediction Center gives us slightly better odds than usual of above-normal rainfall in June and in 

the June-August period. We need it!  

As you know, the start of the Atlantic tropical season was June 1, although we had one storm, Ana, in May, that developed over 

the central Atlantic Ocean. Most of the storms in June develop over the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, where the water is 

warmest, but nothing looks imminent for the beginning of June. Mid- June may see some increased activity, but of course at this 

point we don’t know where any storms that develop might go. September through October is also leaning towards wetter than 

normal conditions, based largely on the expected active tropical season. The rainfall we actually get later in the summer will 

depend in large part on where the tropical storms and hurricanes go. Last year, it seemed like they all went over Louisiana, 

dropping a lot of rain to their east along the Gulf Coast, but this year, even if active, could be quite different and Texas or the 

East Coast could be the “lucky” recipients of the rain. Based on our neutral ENSO conditions, warm sea surface temperatures, and 

other factors, this year is expected to be more active than normal again, although not likely as busy as last year, which had a 

record 30 named storms. 

 

As always for more information please contact your Irwin County Extension Office at 468-7409.  
 
Thank You, God Bless You,    
Phillip Edwards - Irwin County Agent 
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