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Throughout the year we celebrate holidays of one kind or another. On 

February 14th Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the United States and many 

other places in the world and gifts are often exchanged. Of all the Valentine’s 

Day gifts, none is as iconic as the rose. While receiving roses is always 

delightful, growing your own roses can be very rewarding. 

With over 6000 rose cultivars to choose from, picking the right variety can be 

overwhelming! Roses are classified according to their growth habit and flower 

form and range in size from tiny miniatures as small as 8 inches tall to tree-

climbing giants that may reach over 50 feet. Visit Roses in Georgia: Selecting 

& Growing Techniques (https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/

files/pdf/C%201001_2.PDF) for a list of  selected varieties that grow well in 

Georgia. 

Roses prefer 6-8 hours of direct sunlight daily. Morning sun is essential to dry 

the leaves and discourage disease. Good drainage and moderately fertile soil 

amended with at least 4 inches of organic matter will benefit growth. Soil 

testing is recommended. In the absence of a soil test, use 3 tablespoons of 16-4

-8 or 12-4-8 fertilizer per plant each month from March through September. 

Plant roses in February, spacing the 5-6 feet apart and away from fruit trees to 

reduce shared insect and disease problems. Be sure to water thoroughly after 

planting and at least once a week during dry weather. Mulching with fall 

leaves, pine straw, pine bark, or wood chips will conserve moisture, maintain 

a uniform temperature, and reduce weeds. Visit Growing Roses (https://

hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/growing-roses/) for additional planting and 

growing information.  

Roses bloom more profusely when pruned regularly. Mid-February to early 

March is the best time to prune roses. Remove all dead, damaged and 

diseased wood and reduce the remaining canes by at least a third. Use sharp 

clippers and make clean cuts just above a bud. See Prune Roses Now For More 

Blooms Later (https://newswire.caes.uga.edu/story/4328/rose-pruning.html) 

and Pruning Ornamental Plants in the Landscape (https://

secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B%20961_5.PDF) for 

additional pruning information. 

Black spot, powdery mildew, petal blight, crown galls, and stem cankers are 

common rose diseases in Georgia.  Thrips, spider mites, and aphids are the 

most common insects. Information on treating these common problems can 

be found at:  https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/rose-diseases/  and https://

hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/rose-insects-related-pests/ 
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Planting Dates for Your Winter/Spring Vegetable Garden 

Planting Dates Type of Vegetable 

Jan 1 – Mar 15 Green onion, Dry bulb onions 

Jan 15  – Feb 15 English peas, Edible pod peas 

Jan 15 – Mar 1 Lettuce, Irish potatoes 

Jan 15 – Mar 15 Asparagus, Cabbage, Spinach 

Jan 15 – Mar 20 Carrot 

Jan 15 – Apr 1 Mustard, Radish, Turnip 

Feb 1 – Mar 10 Kale 

Feb 1 – Mar 15 Collards 

Feb 15 - April 1 Beets 

Prepare your garden for spring planting. Mix compost into the soil to improve fertility, physical structure, and water-
holding capacity of the soil. Do a soil test and add lime and fertilizer as needed.  

Flowers: When spring-blooming bulbs get 2-3 inches tall, fertilize them with 10-10-10 at the rate of 1 pound per 100 sq 
ft. Keep the soil moist, but not overly wet.  

Continue deadheading and fertilizing pansies monthly with granular fertilizer or bi-weekly with liquid fertilizer. Prepare 
flowerbeds for warm season annual flowers.  

Vegetables & Herbs:  Now is the time to plant many cool season vegetables. Raised beds provide better drainage and 
earlier soil warm-up for winter and early spring plantings.  Choose planting times according to the chart on the back. 
Plan your spring and summer garden now. Be sure to pick an easily accessible area that has 8-10 hours of sunlight and a 
good water supply.  

Shrubs & Trees: Examine trees for structural problems. Remove limbs that rub against each other as well as broken or 
dead limbs. Look for limbs forming a “V,” cavities in trunks and limbs, or mushrooms growing on the tree.  

Late February is the time to prune to encourage spring growth. Refer to CAES publication Basic Principles of Pruning 
Woody Plants (http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=B949) for information on how and when to 
prune  different plants.  

Crape myrtles flower on new growth and can be pruned any time during late winter or early spring though pruning is not 
essential for flowering. The type and amount of pruning that should be done each year depends entirely on desired 
shape and size. Refer to the CAES publication Crape Myrtle Culture (https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/
publications/files/pdf/c%20944_7.PDF) for additional   information. 

Muscadines should be pruned in February or early March. Since muscadine fruit are borne on new shoots arising from 
last year’s growth, you should prune back the canes that grew the previous year, leaving about 3 inches of growth to 
form spurs.  Refer to the CAES publication Home Garden Muscadines (https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/
publications/files/pdf/C%20949_8.PDF) for additional  information. 

Plant bare root roses now through March. Prune   non-climbing roses in February. Knock-out roses need only be pruned 
if their branches are unsightly or growing across a path. Fertilize roses after the last frost, usually in late March. 

Lawn Tips: Do not lime lawns unless recommended by a soil sample. Too much lime can raise the pH too high and 
damage lawns. 

Wait until lawns green up to core aerate, dethatch or fertilize 

Weeds in lawns now are usually leftover winter weeds. Weed control is difficult once weeds get large. You can spray 
broadleaf lawns with  Weed-B-Gon, 33-Plus, or equivalent. Expect poor control when using herbicides on large or 
blooming weeds. To control wild onion and  garlic in your lawn, use two sprays of chemicals containing imazaquin four 
weeks apart.  

Prevent summer weeds by applying a pre-emergence weed killer in late  February and again 45 days later. Do not use 
during lawn green-up or if you plan to seed your lawn within 45-60 days. Atrazine may be used on all lawns except 
Bermuda. Pendamethalin, benefin, and oryzalin can be used on all warm season grasses. Refer to the CAES publication 
Weed Control in Home Lawns (https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B%20978_2.PDF) or read 
the pesticide label for more information.  
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