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Special Points of  Interest: 

→ Master Gardener Virtual Plant Sale 

Purchase Master Gardener-grown plants 
and help support horticultural programs 

Tentative sale dates: Mar 11-25 

In-person pick up date: April 2 

Contact the Extension Office for more 
information 

→ GREEN-UP 2022 – Landscapers’ 
Update / earn Pesticide CEUs 

Mar 8 /9AM-4PM 

Houston County Extension Office 

$60/ includes continental breakfast & 
buffet lunch 

→ Earth Day Event 

Apr 22 / 10AM-4PM 

Hope Gardens, RAFB 

Kid-friendly projects, ASK-A-MASTER 
GARDENER table, Earth Day 
presentations by Master Gardeners 

For more information, contact the 
Houston County Extension Office 
478.987.2028 
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ELEPHANT EARS 

You don’t have to live in the tropics to achieve a tropical 
feel in your garden. The dramatic leaves of elephant ears, 
which can measure up to two feet across and range in color 
from lime green to nearly black, can add a tropical look to 
any garden. Elephant ears belong to three genera: Alocasia, 
Colocasia, and Xanthosoma. They can be grown both 
outdoors and indoors in pots. 

None of the 
elephant ears 
are native to 
North America, 
and some species 
of Colocasia and 
Xanthosoma are 
listed as invasive 
or noxious in 
Louisiana, Texas, 
and Florida. Their big leaves and ability to grow tall rapidly 
and spread profusely in the landscape may displace native 
species, ultimately resulting in a decrease in biodiversity. 
Members of Alocasia are not considered invasive. Their 
upright form, shiny leaves, and wide range of foliage color 
and size give the gardener many options. No matter what 
cultivar you select, do not plant elephant ears in or near a 
natural waterway; they may spread rampantly and become 
a problem.  

Elephant ears grow from tubers or rhizomes and are root-
hardy in zones 8-12.  Although some elephant ears grow well 
in shade, most prefer full sun and moist, well-drained soil 
that is rich in organic matter. They benefit from frequent 
fertilization. Plant elephant ear tubers in spring after any 
danger of frost has passed. They are slow to sprout and will 
not grow until the soil temperature is 65°. 

Whether paired with other tropical plants such as bananas, 
caladiums, mandevilla or hibiscus or with temperate 
bedding plants, ferns, or ornamental grasses, elephant ears 
can provide a dramatic contrast in the Middle Georgia 
garden! 

March-April 2022 

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/houston/


Home Garden and Landscape Tips for Middle Georgia 

Planting Dates Type of Vegetable 

Mar 1—Apr 1 Cauliflower  

Through mid-
Mar 

Asparagus, Broccoli, 
Cabbage, Carrot, Collards, 
Kale, Onions, Spinach 

Mar 15—May 1 Bush Beans 

Mar 15—May 10 Pole Beans 

Mar 15—Jun 1 Lima beans, Corn 

Mar 20—May 1 Watermelon  

Mar 20—June 
20 

Cantaloupe 

Mar 25—May 1 Tomatoes  

Through Apr 1 Beets, Mustard, Radish, 
Turnip 

Apr 1—May 1 Butter peas  

Apr 1—May 15 Cucumbers, Eggplant,  
Summer squash 

Apr 1—Jun 1 Okra, Peppers 

Apr 1—Jul 1 Winter squash 

Apr 1—Aug 10 Southern peas 

Apr 15—Jun 15 Sweet potatoes 

For additional information on planting, including 

spacing and planting depths, visit: http://

extension.uga.edu/publications/files/html/c963/

c963vegechart.pdf  

Your Spring Vegetable Garden 

Shrubs & Trees: Late March is the time for the first 
application of fertilizer to trees and shrubs. Do a soil 
test or apply one-half pound of 12-4-8, 16-4-8, 10-10-
10, or 18-0-18 per 100 square feet. Broadcast the 
fertilizer over the planting area uniformly (prior to a 
rain if possible, or water after fertilizing). Fertilizing 
once is enough for most shrubs and trees, but 
additional applications can be made in May and July if 
you want the plants to get larger. Spring-blooming 
plants such as azaleas may be fertilized without 
affecting flowering.  

Aphids, azalea lace bugs, many types of scale insects, 
white flies, and pine bark beetles become active in 
March and April. Look for them and treat as needed. 
Start black spot sprays on roses when new leaves 
appear. Prune oversized shrubs to 12-24 inches high 
before they bud out in February or March. Do not 
heavily prune boxwood and needled evergreens this 
way. 

Prune spring flowering plants (azalea, spirea, 
camellia, forsythia, etc.) anytime after bloom through 
mid-July.  

Lawn Tips: Research does not support the use of a 
weed and feed   product. Wait until soil temperature 

at a depth of 4” is consistently 65 ° F to fertilize your 
warm-season southern lawn. (Visit 
www.georgiaweather.net to determine soil 
temperature.) Avoid all chemical applications during 
the stressful spring green-up period of warm-season 
grasses.  Wait until the lawn greens up to core aerate 
or dethatch and wait until late April or May to seed 
lawns.  

Control lawn weeds now through late May, before they 
get large and the temperature gets too high to apply 
herbicides safely. Water dry lawns between midnight 
and 10 AM  with 3/4 to 1 inch of water.  

Flowers: Prepare your beds for annual flowers. Do a 
soil test and till in lime and fertilizer as needed. 
Fertilize established perennials after all danger of 
frost is past. Fertilize bulbs when the plant gets 2-3 
inches tall by applying one pound 10-10-10 per 100 

square feet or another equivalent fertilizer. Continue 
deadheading and fertilizing pansies monthly with 
granular  or bi-weekly with liquid fertilizer.     

 

Take advantage of warm days to get your 
garden ready, but don’t plant too early—
the average last frost date for our area is 
about mid-March, but the last frost could 
easily be two or more weeks earlier or 
later. Use these planting dates as a guide. 

 

Houston County is in USDA Hardiness Zone 
8a. Choose plants that are hardy for this 
zone. 

 

Harden off transplants before planting. 

Newsletter compiled by Nancy Edger, Master Gardener Extension Volunteer 
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