
Junipers have several roles in landscapes. Planting juniper beds to control
erosion on slopes is one example of effective use. Unfortunately, it can be
difficult to control weeds that grow up in large juniper plantings. Below are
some herbicides and guidelines for controlling and preventing weeds in
juniper beds.
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Herbicides for emerged weeds
Postemergence herbicide work best on young weeds in active growth. They
are less effective – or may be ineffective – on mature weeds and weeds that
are not actively growing due to factors such as drought, stress, or seasonal
decline.

Sulfosulfuron (the active ingredient in Certainty 75DF) can be applied around
established  junipers and some other established woody ornamental plants.
It provides excellent control of yellow and purple nutsedge and good
control of wild garlic, clover, lespedeza, and several other broadleaf weeds.

Clethodim (Envoy) and sethoxydim (Segment II, Vantage) can be applied over
the top of junipers for good to excellent control of perennial grasses and
some annual grasses. Clethodim offers excellent control of annual bluegrass
(Poa annua), but sethoxydim does not.

Weed Control in Juniper Beds



Herbicides to prevent weeds
Rather than injuring existing weeds, preemergence herbicides attack seeds
and halt germination to prevent seeds from developing into plants.
Preemergent herbicides that are safe to use around junipers and other
established ornamentals include dichlobenil (Casoron 4G, Casoron CS) and
trifluralin (Treflan 5G, Preen 1.47G). 

Apply preemergence herbicides in late February to early March to prevent
germination of summer weed seeds that have filtered through the junipers
and reached the soil. Make another application of a preemergence
herbicide in mid-August to late September to prevent winter weeds seeds
from germinating. Always water in these products after application to move
them 1-2 inches below the soil surface. Alternatively, time the application
for a few hours before expected rainfall.

Use Herbicides Correctly
All pesticides go through several levels of
testing with the Environmental Protection
Agency and state departments of
agriculture to determine 1) application
rates that are safe for the user and the
environment, 2) application rates within
the safe use zone that are effective
against specified target pests, and 3)
whether effective application rates cause
injury to the desirable plant (or animal)
being treated. The pesticide label and
Materials Safety Data Sheet provide
important information based on this
testing and research.

Always read and follow the directions on
the product label. For some products,
complete directions are in a fold-out
booklet sealed to the container. 
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