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Joro Spider Update

Take a photo and report it at  
www.jorowatch.org. This new website 
has a lot of great information about 
Joro spiders. Even if you look for a 
Joro and don’t find one, that is 
important information to report, too. 
Data about where Joro spiders are 
currently NOT found is just as 
important as tracking where they are. 
This data allow scientists to know 
where the spider hasn’t been found
and to track it's spread into new 
areas. It can help them learn more 
about the spider’s needs, behaviors, 
and habitat preferences. It can also 
help scientists understand how quickly 
and in which directions the spider is 
spreading. 

Joro spiders are large orb-weaver spiders native to Asia. They 
were introduced to the US in 2014. They are most often seen from 
September to October when they build large, golden webs. As 
with many spiders, the females and males look very different.

Adult female are up to 1.25 inches long. Their abdomen is yellow 
with broad blue-green bands on the back (dorsal) side and yellow 
with red markings on the ventral (belly) side. Their legs are long 
and black with yellow bands. Rarely, the legs are entirely black.

Adult males are small, approximately 0.25 inches long. and 
brown. Their abdomen is an elongate oval with two long, 
yellowish stripes on both sides and a dark brown stripe in the 
middle. The cephalothorax (fused body part containing the head 
and thorax) is light brown with two long, dark brown stripes on 
both sides.

Egg sacs are laid mid-October through November and contain 
400-500 eggs. They are in dense, white, silk sacs attached to 
leaves, tree bark, and flat structures.

Mechanical control: Use a stick or a broom and take down the 
web and kill the spiders. Chemical control tested by UGA: Zevo 
Ant, Roach & Spider Spray, Black Flag Spider and Scorpion Spray 
or Sevin Insect Killer.
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What to do if you 
find a Joro Spider?

Overview

Joro Spider. Photo by: Carly Mirabile, UGA, Bogwood.org

http://www.jorowatch.org/


Invasive means that a species is introduced to a new ecosystem 
and/or has the potential to cause economic harm, environmental 
harm, or harm to human health. The effect that Joro spiders are 
having is currently being evaluated by researchers.

While all spiders inject venom into their prey upon capture, there 
are no reports of harm to humans from Joro spider bites. 
Researchers who have collected and handled these spiders report 
that they are timid and non-aggressive, and their fangs are often 
too small to penetrate human skin. The likelihood of being bitten 
is low unless the spider is provoked.

Joro spiders likely eat any 
insects that fly into their 
webs such as moths, flies, 
mosquitos, bees, wasps, 
beetles, and stink bugs. 

What do they eat?

Are they invasive and are they venomous?
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Joro Spider Distribution Map

Do humming birds or bats get 
caught in their web?
There are accounts of hummingbirds getting caught in the webs of various spiders, but these are extremely 
rare occurrences. To date, there have been no confirmed published reports of either birds or bats getting 
captured in a Joro spider web. Although Joro spider webs are large, hummingbirds and bats are likely to fly 
through them, rather than become caught in them.


