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Hello, Neighbors! I’m trying to get back on track with the mid-month newsletter. This month, we’ve got 
gardens, grass, snakes, and food, but not necessarily in that order. If you find it hard to wait a whole 
month for gardening tips, landscape alerts, and class announcements, please check out our new 
Facebook and Twitter pages for breaking news. 
 
BROWN BERMUDA – We’ve received many calls about bermudagrass lawns that are remaining brown 
across large areas. According to UGA turfgrass specialist Clint Waltz, this could be related to the duration 
of hard freeze events North Georgia experienced this winter. Centipede and St. Augustine lawns showed 
early damage from the February and March freezes. The late April freeze damaged areas of 
bermudagrass lawns that had begun to green-up, killing the green tissues and shocking the grass back 
into dormancy. Established bermudagrass and Zoysia lawns may yet green-up, but lawns that were 
sodded during the fall and winter dormant periods likely suffered root damage since the roots did not 
have an opportunity to establish into the native soil. You can read more here. 
 
CORN SNAKES – We’ve also had several snake identification inquiries that indicate corn snakes are out 
and about. These beautiful orange and yellow to gray snakes are non-venomous, non-aggressive, 
beneficial reptiles. They have a distinctive spear-shaped marking on the top of their head. Corn snakes 
hunt in the evening, ridding your property of damaging rodents, such as the chipmunks and voles that 
dig holes and build tunnels under your lawn. You can learn more here. We have many beneficial snakes 
in our region, including rat snakes, hognose snakes, black racers, and garter snakes. Of the 46 snake 
species in Georgia, only six are venomous, and only three are known to be in our area: the copperhead, 
the pygmy rattlesnake, and the timber or canebrake rattlesnake. 
 
FADING BLOOMS – If your azalea blooms have faded, it’s time to prune. Many azaleas set next year’s 
buds in June, so don’t wait. Late pruning could mean few flowers next spring. 
 
HANDS-ON CANNING CLASS FOR BEGINNERS – Are you interested in knowing the science of home 
canning, but have no clue where to begin? Perhaps you've got all the equipment, but have been too 
afraid to give it a try. You're in luck: Next month UGA Extension-Forsyth County is offering a canning 
class that includes a classroom lecture to cover the basics AND hands-on practice to help you feel more 
comfortable once you're on your own.  
  
This class is designed for beginners, so you don't have to come with any previous knowledge, 
experience, or equipment.  Everything is provided for you. All you have to do is show up with a 
willingness to learn and work in a small group.  Space is limited, so register today! 
  
Canning for Beginners-Tuesday, June 10th  
9:00am – 2:00pm 
Cost: $25 
Forsyth Central High School 
Presented by Michele Melton 
  
Registration Options:  
Contact the Forsyth County Extension office to secure your spot: 
 770-887-2418 or email Michele Melton: msmelton@uga.edu 
  

https://www.facebook.com/UGAExtensionForsythCounty
https://twitter.com/UGAExtForsythCo
http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/gafaces/?public=viewStory&pk_id=5058
http://srelherp.uga.edu/snakes/elagut.htm
http://srelherp.uga.edu/snakes/agkcon.htm
http://srelherp.uga.edu/snakes/sismil.htm
http://srelherp.uga.edu/snakes/crohor.htm
http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/gafaces/?public=viewStory&pk_id=4729
mailto:msmelton@uga.edu


After confirming space is available, send $25 check (made payable to Forsyth County 4-H) to: 
UGA Extension – Forsyth County 
Canning Class 
875 Lanier 400 Parkway, Suite 158 
Cumming, GA  30040 
  
*If you are interested in taking a hands-on class but cannot attend this one due to work/a previous 
commitment, please contact Michele so she can work on scheduling an alternate option.   
 
GARDEN TOUR 2014 – It only happens once every two years. Forsyth County Master Gardeners open 
their private home grounds to the public showcasing a variety of the most interesting gardens, 
demonstrating and teaching visitors how to plant for sun, shade, drought tolerance, privacy screening, 
and many other challenges in southern gardens. This year includes a mix of seven distinctive gardens, all 
true works of art. Each will offer visitors new ideas to take home and adapt to their personal 
environments.  

When: The tour date is June 7th 9am – 5pm with a rain date of June 14th. 
Where:  For tickets purchased online, addresses to the private gardens will be provided by email 

during the week before the event. Other purchasers will be guided to a website for garden addresses. 
What: Tours are self-guided, so you can decide where to start and end, and how many gardens to 

visit. Forsyth County Master Gardener Extension Volunteers staff each garden to answer questions. 
Cost: Advance sale tickets are $15 (includes all seven gardens). Day-of-tour tickets may be 

purchased for $20 (cash or check only) at any of the gardens or Cumming Elementary School. 
More information: Please visit Forsyth County Master Gardeners website for more information or to 

purchase tickets online. 
Purchase tickets NOW! Proceeds from the tour support Forsyth County Master Gardener 

Extension Volunteer demonstration gardens, civic projects, and public education activities around the 
county. 
 
FRESH EATING – Are you interested in eating fresh, locally-grown food? There are a number of ways to 
do that through Community Supported Agriculture. What is CSA? It’s a marketing model that brings local 
farmers and consumers together without the middle man. Consumers buy “shares” in the harvest of a 
local grower at the beginning of the season; each week, these share-owners or subscribers receive a box 
of fresh produce. What’s in the box is determined by what’s ready for picking on harvest day. According 
to Lynn Pugh, one of our Forsyth County CSA farmers, customers should be flexible and adventurous to 
get the most value out of a CSA membership. You can read more about Lynn and Cane Creek Farm in my 
Forsyth County News column on Sunday. I’ll be introducing you to more of our local farmers throughout 
the summer.  
 
CUMMING FARMERS MARKET – If you’re not ready to commit to a CSA, you can still find fresh, locally-
grown foods at the Cumming Farmers Market every Wednesday and Saturday morning starting June 4. 
Vendors will be selling their veggies, fruits, and meat products in the parking lot across from the 
Cumming Fairgrounds on Castleberry Road from 6:30 a.m. until they sell out – or until the sun tops the 
trees and chases out the shade, somewhere around 11 a.m. 
 
Have a safe and wonderful weekend, and happy gardening! 
 
Heather  
 

http://fcmg.sharepoint.com/Pages/GardenTour.aspx
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/forsyth-county-master-gardeners-2014-garden-tour-tickets-10376832385?aff=eac2
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