
 
 

1 | P a g e  
The University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
Forsyth County Extension | 5110 Piney Grove Road, Cumming, GA 30040 | Forsyth.extension@uga.edu 

 

Forsyth Field Notes    June 2022 
Forsyth County Cooperative Extension News 

 

 

Tiny leafminer disfiguring oak 

leaves throughout county 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 
 

A very small caterpillar is disturbing the beauty of 
white oak leaves this spring. Photo: H.N. Kolich, UGA 
Extension 

 
Part of what we do on the Agriculture and 

Natural Resources side of UGA Extension is 

detective work. Today, I’ll give you an 

inside look as the Forsyth County Extension 

ANR team solves a trending plant pathology 

mystery. 

 

We started the week at the Extension office 

with several concerned client calls and 

emails about sudden eruptions of leafspots 

on their oak trees. Photographs emailed to us 

showed oak leaves covered with numerous 

round, whitish spots on the upper surface. 

After three weeks without rain, however, a 

diagnosis of fungal leafspots didn’t quite fit 

the situation. Plus, the fungus the spots most 

closely resemble, Tubakia, is a late summer 

pathogen that tends to affect red oaks. It’s 

mid-spring, and all the photos we received 

were of white oaks.  

Under the circumstances of season, plant 

species, and weather conditions, it seemed 

more likely that some sort of insect was at 

work, creating a gall – abnormal plant tissue 

growth – to protect her eggs. To make a 

diagnosis, we needed more information than 

photos could provide. We needed a physical 

specimen to examine. 

 

Since the alarming pathology seemed to be 

widespread, I scouted the trees behind the 

Extension office hoping to find a white oak 

showing similar signs. Sure enough, I was 

able to collect leaves with similar tan and 

white blotches from two different varieties 

of white oaks. On close examination of one 

spot, we saw something moving inside.  

 

Oak leaf damage mystery solved 
Asian longhorned tick has arrived 
Out of the ordinary landscape plants 
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In this Issue 

Simple oak identification tip: White oaks 

have rounded leaf lobes. Oaks in the red and 

black family group have sharp, bristle-

pointed lobes. 

 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://www.facebook.com/UGAExtensionForsythCounty/
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“Leafminer,” proposed ANR Educator 

Shannon Kennedy. A good lead. Leafminer 

larvae eat plant tissue between the upper and 

lower surfaces of the leaf, creating tunnels 

or blotches of detached epidermis that lacks 

the green color of chlorophyll. 

 

After cutting open a leaf blotch, ANR 

Program Assistant Beverly Adams captured 

a living specimen under the microscope. 

Comparing her micrograph to images of 

leafminers that affect oaks, I identified the 

leaf-delving insect as a solitary oak 

leafminer, the minute larva of the 

microlepidoptera Cameraria 

hamadryadella. Rather than laying eggs en 

masse, this tiny moth anchors eggs one-by-

one to the upper surface of white oak leaves, 

ensuring that each larva benefits from the 

food available in its own leaf mine. Hence 

the “solitary” designation in its name.  

 

Solitary oak leafminer caterpillars live and feed inside 
white oak leaves. As they eat plant tissue, whitish 
blotches appear on leaves. Micrograph: B.A. Adams, 
UGA Extension 

 

Had we not disturbed this little leafminer – 

and presuming it escaped becoming food for 

another of nature’s wild wonders – it would 

have spun a delicate cocoon and pupated 

inside it until it was ready to emerge from 

both cocoon and leaf as a miniscule adult 

moth. Two generations per year are possible. 

Late season larvae enter dormancy and 

overwinter in fallen leaves. 

Leaves with heavy leafminer damage may turn brown 
and drop prematurely, but a new leaf will bud out to 
replace it. Photo: H.N. Kolich, UGA Extension 

 

We seem to be experiencing a heavy 

infestation in the county this spring, but it’s 

not necessarily a cause for worry. Trees may 

drop heavily damaged leaves and replace 

them with new leaves. Pesticide treatments 

are not recommended for managing 

leafminers, but raking up and destroying leaf 

litter is an effective control measure to 

reduce populations in subsequent years.  

 

 

Asian longhorned tick a danger 

to livestock, wildlife 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Asian longhorned ticks feed from three host animals 
to complete their lifecycle. ALHT before feeding (right) 
and after (left). Photo: Yuexn Tian, UFL. 
 

In the fall of 2020, University of Georgia 

Extension started alerting cattle producers to 

scout their herds for an invasive tick, the 
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Asian longhorned tick, that was moving 

south from its 2017 point of origin in New 

Jersey. With two confirmed infestations on 

cattle in Pickens County in September 2021 

and in Hall County this month, we can say 

that this dangerous and economically 

damaging tick has arrived at our door. 

 

“We’re not going to get rid of this tick,” said 

UGA Extension Veterinary Entomologist 

Nancy Hinkle during an informational 

webinar hosted by the Georgia Department 

of Agriculture and UGA on May 17, 2022. 

“We just want to do a good job of 

suppressing it.” 

 

The most concerning issue with Asian 

longhorned ticks (Haemaphysalis 

longicornis) is how quickly and abundantly 

they reproduce. After taking a blood meal, 

the female ALHT can lay 1,000 to 2,000 

eggs over the following 2-3 weeks. These 

ticks are parthenogenic, which means 

females can produce fertile eggs without 

having a male partner.  

 

ALHT complete their four-stage life cycle in 

about six months. After hatching from the 

egg stage (around 25 days from laying), the 

larvae find a bird or mammal host and feed 

on it for 3-9 days. Then they drop to the 

ground for a couple of weeks and transform 

to the nymph stage. Nymphs crawl up the 

leg of a second host and feed for 3-8 days 

before dropping back to the ground for 

around 17 days to make the final 

transformation to the adult stage. Adults, 

which are all presumed to be females in 

invasive populations, crawl up on a third 

host and feed for 7-14 days, lay eggs, and 

die. Immature ticks overwinter in a dormant 

condition called diapause. 

 

ALHT are similar in size to our common 

lone-star tick; the most obvious identifier is 

the abundance of ticks present on the 

animal. ALHT tend to swarm, and each life 

stage may be present on a single animal. 

Swarmed livestock become stressed, show 

reduced growth and productivity, and are in 

danger of anemia and death. ALHT can also 

transmit diseases to host animals. 

 

 
Hundreds of ALHT in multiple life stages swarm the 
inner leg of a heifer. Heavy tick feeding reduces 
productivity and can cause anemia and death. Photo: 
Joe Deal, NCSU Extension 

 

The Georgia Department of Agriculture is 

asking producers, hunters, and pet owners to 

collect tick specimens and report suspected 

infestations of ALHT to their veterinarian 

and to GDA Animal Health at 404-656-

3667. 

 

“We need to be on the lookout, wherever we 

are in the state,” said Dr. Janemarie 

Hennebelle, Georgia’s State Veterinarian. 

 

The good news is that pesticides labeled for 

use against ticks are effective against 

ALHT.  

 

“So far,” Hinkle said, “cattle in Georgia are 

showing few ticks. Producers are doing a 

good job of control.” 

 

Prevention is an important ALHT control 

measure. Dr. Brent Credille, Associate 

Professor in UGA’s College of Veterinary 

Medicine, recommends checking and 

treating all new cattle for ticks and 

quarantining them for two weeks before 

introducing them into the general herd. The 
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same goes for cattle that are returning after 

being off farm. 

 

Ticks climb up the legs of animals and dig 

in when they hit a barrier, like the belly. 

Inspect the chest, belly, inner thighs, and 

other areas that would stop the upward 

movement of ticks. 

 

“Be diligent in scouting,” Credille said. “Be 

aware of what is normal for your cattle and 

report [suspected ALHT] to the Georgia 

Department of Agriculture.” 

 

“If you collect more ticks than you’ll send to 

Dr. Hennebelle’s office, don’t just drop 

them on the ground,” cautioned Hinkle. 

“Drown them.” 

 
Asia longhorned tick has been confirmed in Pickens 
and Hall counties. Map: Georgia Department of 
Agriculture. 

 

GDA is tracking confirmed presence of 

ALHT in the state on their Asian 

Longhorned Tick webpage. This page also 

contains more information about ALHT, 

protective advice for people who frequent 

areas where ticks find habitat (humans can 

also serve as hosts), and additional control 

measures. 

Unusual plants add character 

to landscapes 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

My pansies from last fall are still going 

strong in my dooryard, but they won’t last 

much longer in summer temperatures. As I 

ponder what to plant next, I thought I would 

share some of the more unusual bedding 

plants I’ve seen. 

 

Kniphofia  

Torch lilies glow softly in the morning light. Photo: 
H.N. Kolich, UGA Extension 

 

I encountered kniphofia, AKA Red Hot 

Poker and Torch Lily, several years ago. My 

first impression of this exotic plant from 

South Africa was that the flowers looked 

like yellow-and-orange toilet brushes. Now 

that I’ve had a couple of years of personal 

experience with them, they’re growing on 

me. The patch I inherited is planted like an 

https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick.aspx
https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick.aspx
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exclamation point at the sunny terminus of a 

shade bed. Their flowing leaves and bright 

flowers provide eye-catching contrast to the 

shrub dominated background. In the 

morning sun, they glow softly like a torch. 

 

The grass-like foliage of kniphofia is similar 

to day lilies. Hummingbirds enjoy the spikes 

of drooping, tubular flowers that rise 2-5 

feet above the foliage clumps from late 

spring through summer. The common 

Kniphofia uvaria and its many hybrid 

varieties are perennial plants with a deep 

root system that makes them drought 

tolerant and difficult to transplant. They’re 

also resistant to deer and fire.  

 

Kniphofia do best in full sun and are hardy 

in zones 6-9. There are no known pests, but 

poorly drained soil and over-watering can 

cause root rot. Trim off spent flower stems 

at the ground to keep the plant looking tidy 

through the summer. Allow spent foliage to 

remain through winter to protect the crown. 

In early spring, cut away old foliage and 

divide the clumps, if necessary. 

 

Ocean-inspired coleus 

‘Gold Anemone’ coleus promotion from University of 
Saskatchewan 

 

Striking foliage colors, from lime green to 

golds, pinks, and deep purples – presented 

individually and in various combinations – 

are what make coleus a favorite for spring 

and summer shade beds. Landscape types 

grow in mounds of 1-3 feet high and wide. 

Sprawling varieties work well in hanging 

baskets. 

 

Around 10 years ago, horticulture students 

at the University of Saskatchewan bred a 

line of coleus that captured new colors and 

intriguing leaf shapes reminiscent of plants 

and creatures from the ocean floor. This 

Under the Sea™ collection features deep 

lobes that dip to the leaf spine in the case of 

‘Bonefish,’ or flutter the leaf margin like 

tentacles on ‘Gold Anemone.’ ‘Lime 

Shrimp’ looks like it could crawl around on 

its purple-edged, leg-like lobes. And ‘Sea 

Weed’ really looks like it’s waving in ocean 

currents. 

‘Red Coral’ coleus promotion from University of 
Saskatchewan 

 

Several of the unique coleus in this 

collection can tolerate sun. Coleus don’t 

survive frost, so they’re grown as tender 
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annuals in the landscape in north Georgia. 

But coleus make lovely houseplants, and 

compact varieties like ‘Red Coral’ and ‘Sea 

Monkey Rust’ are sure to draw attention and 

comments. 

 

Passionflower 

This vine produces a strikingly unusual flower. Photo: 
UF/IFAS 

 

Native to the southeastern U.S, Passiflora 

incarnata produces a distinctive, alien-

looking purple flower along a fast-growing 

vine that may climb or trail across the 

ground. It also produces an edible fruit that 

makes a loud pop when stepped on, hence 

its other common name, maypop. 

 

Passionflower has high value for pollinators 

and wildlife. The summer flower produces 

nectar for hummingbirds and insect 

pollinators, and the plant is a host Gulf 

Fritillary and several other butterflies. 

Songbirds and mammals eat the fruit.   

 

Passionflower is drought tolerant and can 

grow in full sun to part shade. The vine is 

perennial, but it dies back to the ground in 

colder winters. It spreads by root suckers. 

Because it has a high flammability rating, 

plant passionflower well away from 

structures. 

 

 

Upcoming Extension Programs 

 
Landscape Classes at Post Road 

Library 
 

Water Smart Home Landscapes – June 9, 

7 p.m. Join UGA Extension Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Agent Heather Kolich to 

learn how plant selection efficient irrigation, 

and other simple landscape practices can 

reduce your water usage – and water bill. 

 

Rain Harvest and Rain Gardens – July 

13, 7 p.m. Continuing development means 

more hard surfaces creating stormwater 

runoff issues in our county. Join UGA 

Extension Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Educator Shannon Kennedy to 

learn how rain harvesting and rain gardens 

help manage stormwater runoff, conserve 

water, and beautify landscapes. 

 
 

UGA Extension strives to translate the science of 

life for use in everyday living. Forsyth County 

Extension is supported by the University of 

Georgia, Forsyth County Board of 

Commissioners, Forsyth County Board of 

Education, and United Way of Forsyth County. 


