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Deep freeze and landscape 

plants 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

The prolonged December freeze injured landscape 
plants like this gardenia. Photo by H.N. Kolich, UGA 
Extension. 

 

With an October freeze and weeks of balmy 

December days followed by several 

consecutive days of sub-freezing 

temperatures, winter has tossed Georgia 

some unusual surprises so far. The mix of 

mild and extreme winter temperatures can 

affect landscape plants.  

 

Unseasonably warm spells can delay plant 

dormancy or encourage premature budding. 

Freezes, whether early, late, or in season, 

injure or kill green plant tissue. 

 

After the December deep freeze, many 

landscape plants are showing signs of cold 

injury. Time and patience are the best 

treatment now and as temperatures return to 

normal for bedding plants, woody 

perennials, and turfgrasses. Wait and see is 

the advice from UGA Extension horticulture 

and turfgrass specialists Dr. Bodie Pennisi 

and Dr. Clint Waltz. 

 

Pansies and violas planted in beds have a 

good chance of recovering, but other 

seasonal plants, including perennials like 

coral bells and dusty miller, may not prove 

as hardy. Plants in containers and raised 

beds may not recover either, as the roots 

were more exposed to freezing than those of 

plants in the ground. Turfgrasses are also 

likely to recover, according to Waltz, since 

the freeze was late enough that warm season 

turfgrasses were completely dormant.  

 

Evidence of green tissue is a sign of plant 

recovery, but don’t apply fertilizer until 

plants begin active growth.  

 

Perennial shrubs and trees were also 

affected, especially on young twigs at the 

edges of the canopy. Resist pruning until 

closer to spring, when the damage can be 
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assessed. Pennisi says the damaged twigs 

could provide protection to the rest of the 

plant if we have another freeze event. 
 
 

Water costs and conservation 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Rain harvesting is one practice that reduces 
landscape irrigation costs. Photo: UGA Extension 
 

Along just about everything else, the cost of 

water has risen. In the December billing 

statement, the Forsyth County Water and 

Sewer Department announced slight 

increases in base and usage rates for water 

and sewer services. The 2023 rate increase is 

part of a multi-year plan to ensure the 

department maintains cost recovery and 

sufficient operating revenue while keeping 

up with increased demand for water and 

sewer services. Through the planned 

process, water rates will increase by 3.5 

percent each year through 2027.  

 

More concerning than the cost of water is its 

scarcity. Georgia’s annually increasing 

population also increases the demand for 

water, a limited natural resource. Forsyth 

County employs a tier pricing structure to 

encourage water conservation and 

efficiency. At Tier 1 consumption of up to 

6,000 gallons of water per month, residential 

customers pay $4.02 per 1,000-gallon unit. 

When water consumption rises to Tier 2 

(6,000-12,000 gallons per month), the cost 

per unit for the additional amount increases 

to $5.43.   

 

“As costs get higher,” Forsyth County Water 

Resources Manager Steve Dorsch said, “the 

idea is that [customers] will use less water.” 

 

According to the 2018 Forsyth County 

Water and Wastewater Rate Study, 

approximately 80 percent of residential 

customers consume water at the Tier 1 level, 

with a typical monthly water bill that’s less 

than $30. When we look at our actual water 

bills, however, we find seasonal cycles. 

Outdoor irrigation during the summer 

months can account for 30-60 percent of 

annual household water consumption. 

 

We have many opportunities to reduce 

household and landscape water usage. Small 

changes, like turning off the water while 

brushing your teeth, saves eight gallons of 

water per day. Turning water off while 

shaving or hand-washing dishes saves 10 

gallons per day. Fixing a dripping or leaky 

faucet can save 3,000 gallons of water per 

year. And waiting to run the dishwasher 

until it’s full can reduce your usage by one 

load of dishes each week and around 320 

gallons of water annually. 
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As much as half of outdoor irrigation water is wasted. 
Graphic from EPA 

 

As much as half of the water we use for 

landscape irrigation is wasted due to 

inefficient application practices. Fortunately, 

small actions – and a few moderate ones – 

can reduce outdoor water usage and still 

maintain healthy, attractive landscape plants. 

Using a rain gauge to measure rainfall and a 

timer for irrigation systems reduces water 

waste from overwatering. Installing a rain 

barrel to collect and store rainfall for later 

use saves money, helps alleviate water 

supply strain during dry spells, and reduces 

stormwater runoff.  

 

To help encourage efficient water usage and 

conservation, Forsyth County Extension and 

the Forsyth County Water and Sewer 

Department are partnering to offer Water 

Smart & Rain Harvesting classes in 

February and March covering water 

conservation in the landscape, water 

harvesting, and rain barrel installation and 

use. County residents who participate in a 

class will receive a high-quality, ready-to-

install rain barrel, courtesy of the Forsyth 

County Water and Sewer Department. 

 

To register for a Water Smart & Rain 

Harvesting class, see page 6. 

Radon Action Month 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Radon gas can enter homes through the foundation 
and cracks in floors and walls. 
 

Radon is an odorless, colorless gas that kills 

nearly 21,000 people annually, including 

over 800 deaths in Georgia each year. Every 

January, the University of Georgia Radon 

Program urges Georgians to test for the 

presence of radon gas in their homes. People 

who order a test kit online before February 

14, 2023, receive a $5 discount. 

 

One in every 15 homes has high radon 

levels. Radon is a naturally occurring gas 

that comes from the breakdown of uranium 

in soil and rock. Granite rock often has high 

levels of uranium, which is part of the 

reason radon is a persistent problem in 

Georgia. The gas seeps out of the soil and 

rises up into homes through crawlspaces, 

foundations, and basements. Radon is the 

second leading cause of lung cancer in the  
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U.S., right behind smoking, but it is the 

leading cause of lung cancer in non-

smokers. People who smoke and are 

exposed to radon have a 10 times greater 

risk of developing lung cancer. 

 

Fortunately, testing for radon gas is simple 

and inexpensive. Simply hang a short-term 

radon test kit in the lowest level of the home 

for three to seven days, then mail it to the 

laboratory for analysis. Homeowners receive 

results after the lab processes the test.  

 

Tests can be purchased from the UGA 

Radon Program website or at a hardware 

store. Kits are usually $15, but Georgians 

who order a test kit at radon.uga.edu before 

February 14, 2023 and use the code 

NRAM2023 will receive a $5 discount. 

 

If the radon level in your home is high, you 

can install a radon reduction system that 

reduces high levels of indoor radon to 

acceptable levels. The system most 

frequently used is a vent pipe and fan system 

that pulls radon from beneath the house and 

vents it to the outside. 

 

Radon exposure from drinking water is 

primarily a concern in private wells. In 

Georgia, that risk is usually limited to the 

northern part of the state, where wells are 

often drilled into granitic crystalline rock 

aquifers. This is where the uranium that 

decays to radon can be found at higher 

levels. The average concentration of radon 

in water from granite aquafers is 8,000 

picocurie (pCi) per liter, as compared to 

200-600 pCi per liter for groundwater.  

 

When radon-containing water contacts air, 

the radon escapes into the air. Inside a home, 

radon can be released from water as a gas 

through the motion of the water during 

showering, washing dishes, and washing 

clothes. This is how homes can become 

contaminated with radon gas from well 

water that contains radon. Aeration 

treatment or granular activated carbon 

treatment at the point where water enters the 

home is highly effective at removing radon 

from water. 

 

Radon testing is also available for water. 

Contact the Forsyth County Extension office 

at 770-887-2418 or 

Forsyth.extension@uga.edu to get a test kit. 

 

Picking produce that lasts 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Some fruits and vegetables keep longer than others. 
Photo by Heder Neves on Unsplash 

 

Fruits and vegetables make quick, tasty, and 

nutritious snacks and meals. They contain 

many of the vitamins and minerals our 

bodies need to stay healthy and fight 

illnesses. Plus, there are plenty of 

economical choices. What fresh fruits and 

vegetables lack are added preservatives. 

Like other perishable foods, they go bad – 

often sooner rather than later. Fortunately, 

with careful selection and proper storage, 

some fresh produce can hold goodness for 

weeks or months. 

 

Selection 

Some produce continues ripening after it’s 

harvested. If you don’t need an item ripe and 

ready to use immediately, you can purchase 

https://www.fcs.uga.edu/extension/home-radon
mailto:Forsyth.extension@uga.edu
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under ripe fruits. Bananas, tomatoes, 

peaches, cantaloupe, and avocadoes can be 

purchased when they are still firm and 

green. They will ripen and turn the 

appropriate color over the next few days if 

placed on a countertop out of the sun. 

 

Storage 

Managing temperature and humidity is 

important for storing produce. Storing food 

at the right temperature helps it last longer 

and stay safe to eat. Keep the refrigerator at 

40 degrees Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius) 

and the freezer at -18 Degrees Fahrenheit (0 

degrees Celsius) or lower. Hang an 

appliance thermometer inside and check the 

temperature periodically. 

 

Leafy greens are very sensitive to humidity. 

If your lettuce wilts quickly, place a damp 

paper towel into the storage container to add 

some moisture. On the other hand, if your 

lettuce tends to collect water and spoil 

quickly, place a dry paper towel into the 

container to soak up extra water. Replace the 

paper towel as needed. 

Apples and carrots will stay fresh in the refrigerator for 
2-4 months. Photo by Kristen Kaethler on Unsplash. 

 

Other produce has great staying power. 

When properly stored, apples, oranges, 

carrots, onions, and sweet potatoes can last 

for months.  

 

Stored in the refrigerator and separated from 

other foods, apples will maintain freshness 

for 2-4 months. Whole carrots with just a bit 

of green stems remaining can last in the 

refrigerator for up to six months. Baby 

carrots don’t last as long. Refrigerate 

oranges to keep them for up to three months. 

Onions and sweet potatoes need to be cured before 
storage. Photo by Zoe Schaeffer on Unsplash. 

 

Onions and sweet potatoes need to be air 

dried, or cured, for several days after 

harvest, and then kept cool and dry, but not 

refrigerated. Keep onions in a mesh bag or 

open box for longer storage. Sweet onions 

will keep for 30-60 days, and cooking 

onions can last up to 90 days. Sweet 

potatoes can be stored for up to six months.  

 

With long storage, it’s a good practice to 

inspect produce frequently for signs of 

decay. Remove compromised produce 

immediately to keep spoilage from 

spreading. 

 

Of course, the freshest produce is the kind 

you can pick right from your own garden. 

See page 6 for our home gardening 

workshop series.  
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Upcoming Extension Programs 

Water Smart & Rain Harvesting  

Feb. 11, 10 a.m.-noon OR 

March 16, 2-4 p.m. $25 registration 

Learn how to conserve landscape water, 

harvest rainwater, and install the rain barrel 

you’ll take home from the class. Sponsored 

by Forsyth County Water & Sewer 

Department. 

 

Spring Gardening and Seed Starting  

Feb. 15, 10 a.m.-noon      $25 registration  

Learn how to plan your garden and grow 

your own transplants from seed. Participants 

will plant a seed flat to take home. 

 

 

Growing Food in Small Spaces  

Feb. 22, 10 a.m.-noon        $25 registration 

Learn about container, square-foot, and 

strawbale gardening. Participants will plant 

a container garden to take home. 

 

Small Orchard Start-up and Management 

March 1, 10 a.m.-noon $5 registration 

Learn about plant selection, establishment, 

care and pruning for perennial fruit plants. 

 

Visit https://extension.uga.edu/county-

offices/forsyth.html to register for classes.  
 

 

4-H Summer Camp Registration 

Opens on February 2! 

We have overnight camp options for 4th-12th 

grade youth in Forsyth County! Follow this 

QR Code to our website for more 

information.   

 
 

 

UGA Extension strives to translate the science of 

life for use in everyday living. Forsyth County 

Extension is supported by the University of 

Georgia, Forsyth County Board of 

Commissioners, Forsyth County Board of 

Education, and United Way of Forsyth County. 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html

