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BOLO: Winter Blooming
Plants
By Heather N. Kolich
Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent
UGA Extension Forsyth County

Pansy and Viola – (Viola x wittrockiana,
Viola tricolor)
The bright flowers of violas and pansies
have made them popular winter bedding
plants for hundreds of years. Forming into
small 6-inch mounds, these annuals bloom
throughout the winter and spring, offering a
variety of colors and color combinations.
Lenten rose – (Helleborus orientalis)
Developing into clumps up to 2 feet tall and
3 feet wide, perennial, evergreen Lenten
roses are ideal for naturalized woodlands.
Because they spread, they’re also ideal for
holding slopes with style. Bell-like white to
lavender flowers appear around February
and continue to bloom for several weeks.
These resilient plants are easy to propagate
and share. The ones at my house originated
from my mom’s house, and proliferated at
another house in between.

Pansies are a popular bedding plant for winter
blooms.

In the dark, cold days of winter, seeing a
flowering plant can raise spirits. In addition
to pansies, we can enjoy several winterblooming shrubs. As added bonuses, many
are suited for shade, and some add fragrance

Evergreen Lenten roses begin blooming in February.
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Winter flowering shrubs
Camellia – (Camellia japonica and C.
sasanqua)
Earlier this fall, I planted a dwarf sasanqua
camellia in a small, shady garden bed at the
side of my house. Camellias are evergreen
shrubs known as “the winter rose.” This
little plant started putting out an abundance
of pale pink flowers in mid-November, and
still has more to come. Dwarf sasanquas are
very slow growers, topping out at 3-5 feet
tall. The plant I selected has a single stem
since I plan to grow it as a tree-form.
Regular camellias, both japonica and
sasanqua, can reach 15 feet tall over time.
Flowers range from white to pink to red, and
forms include single, rose, peony, and
double.

Winter daphne offers fragrant flower clusters.

Winter Jasmine – (Jasminum nudiflorum)
A semi-deciduous shrub reaching 3-5 feet
tall, winter jasmine blooms with star-like
yellow flowers in nearly leafless, arching
branches in late winter to early spring. It
tolerates partial shade, poor soil, heavy
pruning, and resists deer damage. Branches
may root where they touch the soil, so it can
be used as ground cover and on slopes.

Camellias bloom in several flower forms.

Winter daphne – (Daphne odora)
Winter daphne is another slow-growing,
small (3-4 feet), evergreen shrub with
stunning, fragrant flowers that present in a
clustered sphere in shades of white to pale
pink. It can be difficult to grow, but in a
protected spot with deep, well-drained,
woodland soil, it can put on an irresistible
winter show.

Winter jasmine blooms in late winter.

Wintersweet – (Chimonanthus praecox)
Moving up in size, wintersweet is a
deciduous, 10-15 tall shrub with an open,
arching form. Fragrant, delicate yellow
flowers begin blooming in January. It can be
planted in sun to partial shade, exhibits slow
to medium growth, and tolerates severe
pruning.
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Holiday Spending Tips
By Angelica B. Davis
Family and Consumer Sciences Agent
UGA Extension Bartow County

Wintersweet brightens with delicate yellow blooms.

Witch hazel – (Hamamelis spp.)
Native witch hazels (H. virginiana, H.
vernalis, and H. ovalis) are large shrubs
reaching 10-25 feet tall at maturity. Flower
buds open with tassel-like petals from
October to March, depending on variety.
Flower color also varies from yellow to
orange to red. An interesting feature of
witch hazels is that they can have flowers
and fruit on branches at the same time.
Witch hazels thrive in light shade to full sun.

Witch hazel flowers have strappy petals in colors
from yellow to red.

Hopefully, as we’re out and about this
winter, we’ll encounter some of these
blooming winter plants and enjoy a moment
of beauty – and maybe be inspired to add
some winter bloomers to our own
landscapes.

Planning and budgeting help control holiday
overspending and stress.

It’s that time of year, where shopping is in
the air and overspending can be a huge
problem. Avoiding overspending can make
holidays easier and allow you to enjoy the
season and the months after.
According to the National Retail Federation
(NFR), holiday sales in November and
December have averaged about 19 percent
of annual retail sales over the last five years.
NFR also expects that online and other nonstore sales, which are included in the total
forecast, will increase between 11 percent
and 15 percent to a total of between $218.3
billion and $226.2 billion. By comparison,
that number was $196.7 billion in 2020.
So, how can you avoid holiday debt? There
are a few things to consider. First, plan for
holiday spending. Some people plan at the
beginning of the year and set money aside
just for holiday spending. Be sure to know
how much money you can reasonably afford
to spend. Remember to budget for parties,
greeting cards (and postage), charitable
giving, clothes for holiday functions, and
other things that make your holiday joyful.
Write the plan down and stick to it.
Next, be creative and remember that it’s the
thought that counts. Homemade gifts like
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food, clothing or crafts that you pour your
heart and talent into creating may be
appreciated more than something purchased
at a store. Happy memories are also a
treasured gift. Going to a drive-in movie
with the family or driving around to look at
Christmas lights can be affordable and fun
shared experiences.

Electric Safety Tips for
Holiday Decorating
By Shannon Kennedy
ANR Educator
UGA Extension Forsyth County

Use sales flyers to find the best deals. Be
sure to compare features, quality, and prices,
as well as any extra charges for delivery,
installation, and service. On big-ticket items
and durable goods, the cost to use and
maintain the item could make a more
expensive model the better deal.
Expect to pay a fair and reasonable price for
goods and services. Bargains that sound too
good to be true usually are. Ask about return
policies, and be sure to read labels, seals,
tags, instruction booklets, and the fine print
on extended warranties before you buy make
the purchase.
Before going shopping, set a budget for each
person on your gift. Label envelopes with
each person’s name and put the budgeted
amount of cash each envelope. When you go
to a store with a fixed and intended amount,
it’s more likely you’ll stay within your
budget. You’ll also avoid interest fees
accruing on an unpaid credit card balance.
Save some money for after season sales.
Decorations, wrapping, and other items may
be discounted by 50% or more. Buying at
greatly reduced prices can save time and
money for next year’s holidays.
Making thoughtful decisions about holiday
spending will help reduce stress and increase
your enjoyment of family and friends –
during the season and in the months after.

Check holiday lights for safety issues and keep
the season bright.

By now, holiday decorating is well
underway in many homes. While all this
hustle and bustle can be fun and exciting, it
can also make us more prone to accidents.
Holiday safety can be difficult to navigate,
so here are a few tips to keep in mind as you
deck the halls.
Mandy Love is the Director of Marketing at
Sawnee EMC, and she has a lot of valuable
information on the matter of holiday safety.
When asked about the most common safety
issue during the holidays, Love replied,
“Lights that are left plugged in.”
She goes on to say, “Turn off all electrical
decorations before leaving home or going to
bed – a timer works great for this and can
help save on your energy costs!”
In addition to this, Love has a quick list of
precautions everyone should take as they
prepare for decorating. Look for products
that carry a certified label (such as “UL
approved”), follow installation and
maintenance instructions for all decorative
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electrical products, and never nail or staple
extension cords or lights to exterior surfaces.
Love adds this reminder about setting up
holiday displays: “Do not overload
extension cords – they can overheat.”
Most of us have old decorations that we
reuse year to year, but these items can pose
hazards. Love cautions, “With old cords and
lights, we recommend inspecting them
before plugging them in, as frayed, cracked
wires, or loose connections may cause
personal injury or a fire.”
You should also make sure the cord does not
heat up during use. Inevitably there will be
decorations that you have to retire, but this
is not necessarily bad.
“If you are thinking about replacing old
lights and decorations, consider LED
replacements,” Love said. “They create
much less heat and use far less energy.”
If you have any questions or concerns about
electrical precautions during the holiday
season, you can reach out to The Energy
Services Team at Sawnee EMC at 770-8872363 or via email
at marketing@sawnee.com.

Forsyth County 4-H’ers Learn
Sound Consumer Skills
By Heather Haines
4-H Agent
UGA Extension Forsyth County

We can probably all remember making a
purchase we later regretted. Making
knowledgeable, rational consumer decisions
is an important skill – and one that Forsyth
County youth learn through 4-H Consumer
Judging.

Under the guidance of an Extension agent,
4-H’ers participate in six classes where they
learn to compare products for value, plan a
budget, and evaluate the added costs of
using credit. In one class, they may compare
four different sweatshirts and evaluate them
based on quality and price, and make a
purchasing decision that also takes into
account how much money they have
budgeted to spend. In another class, they
may look at breakfast cereals and determine
value based on nutrition, volume, and cost
per serving. For each set of products,
students rank them from best choice to worst
choice based on a stated criteria, then
explain the reasoning for their ranking to a
panel of judges. At the end of the training,
students test their skills in the 4-H Cotton
Boll and Consumer Judging Competition.
Seven Forsyth County 4-H’ers competed in
the area Cotton Boll and Consumer Judging
Contest in Dallas, Georgia on November 2,
2021. Kaitlyn Bauer, Kirsten Bauer, Bella
Fisk, Sara Pawlik and Wendy Taylor
comprised the Senior team. Junior members
were Tallulah Bates and Blake Tuner.
In this contest, 4-H’ers from counties around
the region judged bicycles, frozen meals,
athletic shoes, and cell phone plans. For
each class, participants are given a situation
statement about a consumer purchasing an
item with a list of needs in mind. They have
five minutes to rank each product class as to
what best fits the consumer’s needs. For the
final judging class, youth are required to
write oral reasons for their ranking and
present their reasons to a judge.
Another component of Cotton Boll and
Consumer Judging is learning about the
importance of cotton as an agricultural
commodity. For this part of the contest,
youth create a commercial about cotton and
submit their video for judging. Through this
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process, participants learn about the many
uses for cotton and how often we use
products that contain some part of the cotton
plant. According to the Georgia Cotton
Commission, every part of the cotton plant
is used in making consumer products and
food for animals.
How well did our Forsyth County 4-H’ers
do in the area contest? The Senior Team
placed 4th overall. Bella Fisk was the 4th
place senior high individual and received 3rd
place overall for her oral reasons score.
Tallulah Bates placed 5th overall for her oral
reasons score. Sara Pawlik received 5th place
overall in the Senior category for her
commercial about cotton.

Forsyth County 4-H’ers showed their consumer skills
at the 4-H Cotton Bowl and Consumer Judging Area
Contest on November 2, 2021.

Upcoming Extension Programs
County Project Achievement
4th, 5th, and 6th graders can earn a trip to
Rock Eagle 4-H Center just by giving a 5minute talk. Email
Forsyth.extension@uga.edu for information
and registration.

River of Words Art Competition
Open to youth from kindergarten to 12th
grade. Paintings, drawings, photos, and
poetry. Email Shannon.kennedy25@uga.edu
for submission information.

The skills youth learn in 4-H help them
grow into successful adults. See all the
programs we offer at the Forsyth County
Extension 4-H website:
https://extension.uga.edu/countyoffices/forsyth.html
The Cotton Boll and Consumer Judging
Contests are supported by the Georgia
Cotton Commission.
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