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Promoting Environmental 

Sustainability around Forsyth 

County 
By Heather N. Kolich 

CEC & ANR Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Forsyth County Extension 4-H Program Assistant 
Beverly Johnson (left) and volunteer Jesse Barronton 
(right) led 4-H youth in cleaning Lake Lanier 
shorelines at Little Ridge Park during the Great FOCO 
Cleanup on March 26, 2022. Photo contributed. 

 

For several years, my Extension outreach 

has promoted sustainable living in Forsyth 

County. Past years have focused on 

landscape safety, edible landscaping, 

increasing biodiversity, and pollinator 

protection. There are many areas of 

sustainability, and in our growing 

community, individual practices add up to 

large results. Let’s take a look at some areas 

of environmental sustainability and what 

Extension staff, volunteers, and 4-H youth 

are doing to make our county better. 
 

Water. With Lake Lanier and the 

Chattahoochee River defining our eastern 

border, the Etowah River cutting through the 

northwest corner, and numerous creeks and 

streams in between, our county is 

generously blessed with our most precious 

liquid natural resource. Led by Forsyth 

County Extension 4-H Program Assistant 

Beverly Johnson and working with Keep 

Forsyth County Beautiful, 4-H students from 

Little Mill Middle School affixed labels to 

storm drains around the school to remind 

people not to dump waste into storm drains 

because they feed into our streams. Johnson 

also led a group of 4-H’ers from around the 

county in cleaning up Lake Lanier at Little 

Ridge Park during the Great FoCo Cleanup 

2022 on Saturday, March 26. 

Little Mill Middle School 4-H’ers labeled storm drains. 
Photo by B. Johnson 
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Native Plants. Incorporating native plants is 

one of the best ways to increase 

sustainability in home landscapes. Because 

they are adapted to the soil, temperatures, 

humidity, and endemic pests of the region, 

native plants are generally low maintenance 

and require few chemical inputs to keep 

them healthy. Forsyth County Extension 

Master Naturalist Volunteers provided tree 

planting instruction and helped distribute 

around 200 native tree seedlings to county 

residents during the Arbor Day Celebration 

on February 18, 2022, at Creative 

Enterprises in Cumming.  

Forsyth County Extension Master Naturalist 
Volunteers prepare native tree seedlings for 
distribution to participants at the February 18, 2022, 
Arbor Day Celebration. Photo by S. Kennedy 

 

Master Naturalist and Master Gardener 

volunteers also partner with the Parks and 

Recreation Department to host three public 

gardens demonstrating native plants: the 

Louise Mashburn Native Plant Garden at 

Sawnee Mountain, the Native Plant Garden 

at Bethelview Trailhead, and the Sustainable 

Community Orchard at Chattahoochee 

Pointe Park.  

 

Pollinators. Vital contributors to plant life, 

including many plants that feed us, 

pollinators face challenges of habitat loss in 

growing urban/suburban communities. 

Restoring native biodiversity through 

landscaping that includes native plants helps 

to provide pollen and nectar sources that 

feed pollinators. We can also incorporate 

pollinator habitat into our landscapes. At the 

October 2021 4-H Community Club 

meeting, 4-H’ers combined robotics with 

nature to learn how bees move. They also 

decorated “bee hotels” that provide habitat 

for orchard mason bees that emerge early in 

the spring to pollinate fruit trees. One of 

these bee hotels was installed at the 

Sustainable Community Orchard, where 

native fruit and nut trees provide a 

succession of flowers and food from early 

spring to first frost, as well as host plants for 

the caterpillars of several native butterfly 

species. 

Forsyth County Extension 4-H Community Club 
member Megha Mishra decorates a bee hotel that will 
provide habitat for native orchard mason and leaf 
cutter bees. Photo by B. Johnson 

 

These are just a few examples of how we 

can support environmental sustainability, 

and they provide a glimpse of how water, 

plants, and wildlife interconnect to create 

the complex layers of local ecosystems. If 
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you want to learn more, consider attending 

these two events: 

 

Georgia Green Landscape Stewards 

classes at Sharon Forks Library, Thursday 

evenings, April 14-May 12, from 7-8:15 

p.m.  

Through the course of these five classes, 

Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists 

will teach about sustainable practices that 

address 10 different landscape issues. At the 

end of the training, participants can apply 

for a Georgia Green Landscape Steward 

certificate and purchase a sign for their yard. 

Please visit our website to register for this 

free program. 

 

Earth Day Celebration at Hampton Park 

Library, Saturday, April 23, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Forsyth County Master Naturalists have 

partnered with Hampton Park Library for a 

day of interactive fun and learning. Come 

out to experience Water Wonders, learn 

about Vampire Insects, test your knowledge 

of Georgia Bats, stroll through the Georgia 

Green Landscape Stewards certified 

Pollinator Garden, and attend a class on 

Native Plants. No registration required for 

this free event. 

 

April is Safe Digging Month 

 
As we prepare to break ground on new 

garden and landscaping projects, we need to 

remember that many different and important 

utilities are buried underground – like 

electricity and gas lines, water and sewer 

lines, and septic system infrastructure. Make 

sure a call to 811 is part of project planning. 

Allow at least a week for all utility providers 

to come out and mark the location of their 

lines on the property.  

 

 

Tips for Raising Chicks 
By Heather N. Kolich 

County Extension Coordinator | ANR Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

 
Chicks need special care. Having everything ready 
before bringing them home prevents problems. Photo 
by Zoe Schaffer on unsplash.com 
 

For many of us, spring awakens an urge to 

grow things. If adding backyard chickens is 

part of your home food production plan, 

here’s some guidance for getting your chicks 

off to a healthy start. 

 

Can I Keep Chickens? 

Before bringing home a box of fluffy chicks, 

check local ordinances and HOA covenants 

to answer questions like: 

• Are you allowed to keep chickens 

where you live? Your zoning may 

prohibit livestock. 

• How much land must you have? 

Some ordinances specify a minimum 

lot size or acreage. 

• How many chickens are you allowed 

to keep?   

• Can you keep a rooster? Roosters are 

prohibited in some places, but hens 

don’t need one around to lay eggs. 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-anr-events.html
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• What is the minimum setback from 

property lines for housing for your 

flock? Ordinances – and good 

neighbor relations – may require you 

to keep the coop 25-50 feet away 

from property lines. 

 

 
Chickens produce more than eggs. I used a three-bay 

compost system to handle soiled litter. Photo by H.N. 

Kolich 

 

Chickens require daily care, and there are 

expenses and labor involved in keeping a 

backyard flock. Consider: 

• How will you handle litter and 

droppings? A small flock of hens can 

produce a surprising amount of 

byproduct that must be managed for 

bird health as well as preventing 

odor and fly problems. Composting 

reduces the volume of waste and 

converts it into a valuable soil 

amendment. See UGA Extension 

Circular 1097, Poultry Litter 

Composting for Backyard Flocks, for 

more information. 

• Who will care for your flock when 

you travel? 

 

Chick Starter Supply Checklist 

It’s less stressful for everyone if you have 

everything ready before you bring chicks 

home. Items you’ll need include: 

• A large plastic tub or cardboard box 

• Pine shavings 

• Waterer 

• Feeder 

• Heat lamp 

• Thermometer 

 

Purchase chicks from a reputable dealer who 

participates in the National Poultry 

Improvement Program. NPIP assures that 

chicks and birds are free from certain 

diseases. You can find NPIP hatcheries and 

dealers by state at 

http://www.poultryimprovement.org/statesC

ontent.cfm. If purchasing from the feed 

store, ask the owner where the chicks come 

from, if the facility is NPIP, and if the 

chicks are vaccinated for Marek’s Disease, 

an endemic disease that causes tumors that 

can result in paralysis and other problems, 

including death. Vaccination through the 

egg or within a couple of hours of hatching 

is the best way to protect chickens from 

Marek’s Disease.  

 

I recommend a plastic tub for the chicks’ 

starter home, but a large cardboard box with 

high sides will work. Line the box with 

newspaper, then add pine shavings or other 

absorbent litter material. When the box 

needs cleaning, just roll up the newspaper 

with the litter inside. 

 

Chicks can’t regulate their body temperature 

for the first few weeks. Use a heat lamp with 

a red light to provide round-the-clock heat 

without disrupting the chicks’ sleep cycles. 

Pre-heat the box to 90 degrees Fahrenheit 

before bringing chicks home, and maintain 
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that temperature for the first week. Clip a 

thermometer inside the box to monitor 

temperature accurately, but watch chick 

behavior, too. If the chicks cluster under the 

lamp, their box may be too cold. If they stay 

in the farthest corner from the lamp, it may 

be too hot. Raise or lower the heat lamp as 

needed to adjust the temperature. In the 

second week, drop the temperature to 85 

degrees. Drop the temperature by five 

degrees in each of the next three weeks, then 

keep the temperature at 70 degrees. 

 

Provide a waterer and feeder that the chicks 

can easily access from all sides. Clean these 

frequently. Chicks may not know how to 

drink, so you’ll need to teach them. Shine a 

light on the water; the reflection helps the 

chicks see it. To get them drinking, gently 

dip their beaks in the water. Use a 

commercial chick starter feed for the first 

six weeks to provide the proper nutrition 

growing chicks need. Poor nutrition causes 

growth and health issues and makes 

chickens more susceptible to diseases. 

 

 

$4 for 4-H Campaign 

 
 

Georgia 4-H empowers youth to become 

self-directing, productive and contributing 

members of society by offering relevant and 

abundant opportunities for leadership and 

personal growth. April 4th is the annual $4 

for 4-H Youth Development fundraising 

campaign, through which our community 

can support Georgia 4-H by donating $4 or 

other increments of 4. 

 

Here’s what some senior Forsyth County 4-

H’ers had to say about what 4-H means to 

them: 
 

“4-H has been an amazing opportunity to 

learn various skills from identifying trees to 

public speaking and presentations. It has 

given me many valuable leadership 

opportunities and helped me improve in that 

area. It has become such an invaluable 

community and family to me over the years 

and I will forever be grateful for the friends 

and role models I have been blessed with 

through this organization.”  

-Katherine Barrett 

 

“4-H has taught me to be a better version of 

myself as much as possible. Through 4-H, I 

have learned to public speak, give back to 

the community / help others, and improved 

my writing skills. Overall, I cannot thank 4-

H enough for helping me grow into the 

person that I am today. I also want to thank 

Ms. Heather and Ms. Shannon for being 

great extension agents.” 

-Mahathi Velure 

 

To participate in $4 for 4-H, please visit the 

Georgia 4-H Foundation website and select 

Forsyth County from the county drop-down 

menu. Your donation will help support 4-H 

youth development programs on our 

community and throughout Georgia. 

 

 

 

https://georgia4hfoundation.org/
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Upcoming Extension Programs 

 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers 

Webinar – April 7, noon-1 p.m. 

 
 

Those of us who care for an older parent, 

relative, or friend need resources to help us. 

Join UGA Extension Family and Consumer 

Sciences Agents Laura Smith and Susan 

Moore for tips and tools on communication, 

stress reduction, making tough decisions, 

and other useful resources. Register here. 

 

Georgia Green Landscape Stewards  

 

Forsyth County Extension and Forsyth 

County Public Library are partnering to 

bring you Georgia Green Landscape 

Stewards, a program about creating a more 

sustainable landscape. Over five weekly 

sessions, Extension Master Gardeners and 

Master Naturalists will guide participants 

through 10 areas of landscape sustainability 

and practices for improvement. Join us at 7 

p.m. on the following Thursdays at Sharon 

Forks Library for these topics: 

 

April 14: Composting & Encouraging 

Biodiversity – Register 

April 21: Native Plants & Water 

Conservation – Register 

April 28: Stormwater Management & 

Mulch in the Landscape – Register 

May 5: Invasive Plants & Welcoming 

Pollinators – Register 

May 12 Welcoming Wildlife & Protecting 

Water Quality - Register 

 

Georgia Master Naturalist Training 

 
If you love nature, you’ll love being a 

Georgia Master Naturalist! Come train with 

UGA Extension this summer and learn about 

Georgia wildlife, native plants, forestry, 

water systems, geology, and more. Classes 

meet from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Fridays from 

June 10 through July 29, 2022. Apply now! 

https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_37YDkJ26H6rWP1Y
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0q6Zp5LjIi9tIvc
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0OJFjtZ9jcui1tc
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aatrzzHM6OardJ4
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ex4QRcWJeq8JEQm
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bxZZhCI1OgdXZ54
https://www.warnell.uga.edu/outreach/georgia-master-naturalist
https://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension-county-offices/forsyth-county/anr/2022-MNEV-application-packet-Fillable2.pdf

