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Hello, neighbors, and welcome to fall! This season always makes me think of flannel shirts, falling leaves, 
and pumpkin pie. Fall is a great time to: 
 
PLANT FESCUE – If your cool-season lawn needs a boost, September and October are the best months to 
plant tall fescue. For new lawn establishment, spread 5-6 pounds of tall fescue seed per 1,000 square 
feet of lawn. If you’re interseeding an established but thinning fescue lawn, reduce the seeding rate to 
3-5 pounds of seed per 1,000 square feet. You can keep the green going in your bermudagrass lawn by 
overseeding with annual ryegrass. Use 5-10 pounds of ryegrass seed per 1,000 square feet of 
bermudagrass lawn. If you have zoysiagrass or centipede, however, skip overseeding and enjoy the fall 
color. These lawns don’t respond well to overseeding. 
 
CONTROL LAWN WEEDS – September is the best time to apply pre-emergent herbicides to lawns to 
prevent winter broadleaf weeds from emerging. Your warm-season lawn doesn’t need fertilizer at this 
time, so don’t waste money on “weed and feed” type mixes. And if you’re putting out seed, don’t use 
pre-emergent herbicides; they’ll keep your grass seed from germinating. 
 
MORE ON FALL LAWN CARE – In case you missed the lecture, you can learn more about fall lawn care by 
visiting our website and clicking on the link under the Fall Lawn and Lecture Series heading. 
 
PLANT TREES AND SHRUBS – Planting woody plants during the fall season allows the root systems to 
grow strong and healthy because they don’t have to compete with foliage, flowers and fruit for energy. 
Fall planting also reduces heat and drought stress on plants. That’s why Forsyth County Extension holds 
a Fall Plant Sale each fall. All the offerings are specially selected to perform well in Forsyth County. This 
year, we’re offering a wider variety of fruit plants, a selection of trees and shrubs that will make a great 
mixed-plant living screen alternative to Leyland cypress trees, and favorite native plants, including 
native azaleas and American beautyberry bushes. In addition to being interesting and beautiful, mixed-
plant living screens offer the advantage of disease resistance. Because many diseases are host-specific, a 
single disease won’t wipe out your entire landscape screen planting. 
 
EXTENSION FALL PLANT SALE – Great prices on perennial fruit and ornamental plants adapted to our 
region! We’re taking orders now through Monday, October 14, 2014. Plants will be available for pick-up 
at the Extension office on Friday, October 17 from noon-7 p.m., and Saturday, October 18 from 8 a.m.-
noon. Click here for order forms and plant descriptions. 
 
HALT THE SPREAD OF THE EMERALD ASH BORER: DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD! – Emerald ash borer is an 
invasive pest first detected in Canada and the upper Midwest in 2002. Since then, it’s been making its 
way south, leaving millions of dead ash trees in its wake. It showed up in Fulton and DeKalb counties last 
summer. While the iridescent green beetle can fly, USDA forestry experts think its primary mode of 
spread is through infested ash logs transported from one place to another as firewood.  Help halt this 
forest-decimating pest; use locally grown wood products, including firewood and nursery trees. Learn 
more here. 
 
ATTEND A LANDSCAPE LECTURE – The third lecture in our Fall Lawn and Lecture series is coming up next 
week. The topic: 

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/DiseasesclaimLeylandcypress_web_version.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/FallPlantSaleOrderform2014.pdf
http://blog.extension.uga.edu/urbanag/2013/09/emerald-ash-borer-2013-georgia-update/
http://blog.extension.uga.edu/urbanag/2013/09/emerald-ash-borer-2013-georgia-update/


EDIBLE LANDSCAPING WITH PERENNIALS – Edible landscaping isn’t restricted to annual fruits and 
vegetables. Many edible plants are eye-pleasing perennials. Come learn how to enhance your landscape 
and your dinner plate! 
WHEN: Monday, September 29, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: Post Road Library, 5010 Post Road, Cumming, GA 30040 
REGISTER: www.forsythpl.org 
 
The next week is: 
COMPOST AND SOIL AND MICROBIOLOGY – Healthy plants begin with healthy soil, and different plants 
have different soil needs. Learn how to test your soil’s properties, how compost improves soil quality, 
and a little bit about soil microbiology. 
WHEN: Monday, October 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: Cumming Library, 585 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming, GA 30040 
REGISTER: www.forsythpl.org  
 
VISIT US AT THE CUMMING COUNTRY FAIR AND FESTIVAL – Each year, Forsyth County Extension hosts 
a booth at the Cumming Country Fair and Festival with educational displays and lots of information you 
can use. This year marks the 100th anniversary of Extension. Please visit our booth to learn more about 
our program areas: Agriculture and Natural Resources, 4-H Youth Leadership Development, and Family 
and Consumer Sciences. Forsyth County Extension Master Gardener and Master Naturalist Extension 
Volunteers will be there to answer your questions and give unbiased, research-based advice on all types 
of gardening and environmental topics. The fair opens Thursday October 2 and runs through Sunday, 
October 12. Best of all, admission is free on opening night! 
 
Enjoy the wonderful fall weather, fall planting, and all the joy that fall brings! 
 
Heather 
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