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Hello, neighbors. No, you didn’t miss the July issue of Forsyth County Extension News; I did. While July 
marks vacation season for many people, it was a very busy month for Extension. Avian influenza was 
one focal area that will continue to direct our activities throughout the year. 
 
 
AVIAN INFLUENZA UPDATE 
Spread by migrating ducks, geese, and other wild birds, deadly strains of avian influenza hit 21 
northwest and Midwest states this spring. Nearly 50 million turkeys and chickens in commercial flocks 
died from the virus. In the south, we primarily felt this disaster as higher prices for eggs.  
 

Recovery for egg producers is slow. An outbreak of avian 
influenza at one facility restricts movement of poultry 
products at all poultry facilities within a six mile radius. 
After producers dispose of dead birds – a difficult task 
when dealing with millions – they must clean and disinfect 
housing units and equipment. This sanitizing process takes 
about 30 days. In addition, all poultry facilities in the 6-mile 
containment area must be virus free for 30 days before 
replacement birds can come into the facility that 
experienced the initial disease outbreak. Hatcheries that 
produce replacement chicks have also been affected, 
further slowing the repopulation process. Once placed, 
several more months pass before laying hens mature 
enough to produce eggs. 

 
We haven’t seen shortages of chicken meat 
because most broiler chickens are produced in 
the southeast. Hot temperatures (the AI virus 
can’t survive 10 days of temperatures over 65 
degrees Fahrenheit) and a migratory flyway 
separated from other North America flyways 
helped keep the current highly-pathogenic 
strains of AI out of Georgia. Unfortunately, 
those safeguards won’t be operational when 
migratory waterfowl – the primary carriers of 
AI – return to the south this fall. 
 
While the current strains of avian influenza 
don’t pose a threat to human health or food 
safety, an outbreak of AI in Georgia would do 
significant damage to the state’s economy. 
Agriculture is Georgia’s largest industry, and 
broiler production is the largest single segment 
of that industry.  
 

Chicken deaths due to avian influenza mean 
higher prices, few eggs on store shelves. 
Photo: H.N. Kolich 

Wild birds returning to Georgia this fall may be infected with a 
strain of avian influenza that is deadly to chickens and turkeys. 
Biological Flyways: Michael A. Johnson, North Dakota Game and Fish. 
 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://specialprojects.myajc.com/georgia-farm-change/
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Because of their easy exposure to wild birds, pasture-raised and backyard flocks are at high risk for 
contracting avian influenza. The virus spreads from direct contact with infected birds, especially ducks, 
geese, and other wild waterfowl, and with their feces. Waterfowl infected with AI don’t get sick, but 
chickens, turkeys, and quail that contract it die within a few days. The virus spreads quickly through 
domestic flocks. The most common symptom is a sudden high-percentage of death in the flock. 
 
Certain flock management practices increase chances that a flock will contract avian influenza. These 
include: 

• Free-ranging and pasture-raising. Free-range flocks and birds housed in mobile “tractors” are 
more likely to encounter disease-carrying wild birds and their feces. 

• Housing birds in roofless enclosures. Wild birds and waterfowl can freely enter the enclosure 
and take advantage of – and contaminate – feed and water provided for your flock.  

• Allowing birds to visit ponds, lakes, or other open water sources. These are natural habitats of 
waterfowl. They contaminate the banks and water with feces. 

• Using ponds or lakes to water your flock. Water from open sources may be contaminated with 
AI virus or other diseases and parasites. 

• Taking chickens to shows or sales. Diseases spread when chickens from different flocks mingle. 
• Adding new birds to existing flock. Sick birds may not show symptoms during the disease 

incubation period, which may last 21 days or more. 
• Sharing tools or equipment with other small flock keepers. Even small particles of disease-

carrying food or litter can infect your flock with AI or other diseases. 
• Hunting, hiking, or swimming where waterfowl are present. Infected feces or mud can cling to 

boots, clothing, and vehicle tires. 
• Visiting other flocks and allowing visitors to enter your flock areas. People can transfer disease-

infected materials on their clothing, shoes, and tires. 
 
At a July briefing for Georgia’s agriculture industry stakeholders and emergency responders, state 
veterinarian Dr. Robert Cobb warned poultry producers to prepare for avian influenza outbreaks to 
resume this fall. Small and large flock managers should implement biosecurity measures now to prevent 
or mitigate the spread of the virus from wild birds to domestic poultry, and from managed flocks to 
neighboring flocks.  
 
Biosecurity measures to protect domestic poultry from avian influenza include: 

• Bring all domestic poultry into covered shelters that keep wild birds out. 
• Keep coops, exercise areas, and flocks away from ponds, lakes, and places that attract 

waterfowl. 
• Provide domestic birds with clean water from the faucet or well. 
• Practice all-in, all-out flock rotations. This helps minimize introduction of disease from new birds 

to existing flock, and from existing flock to new birds. It allows you to clean and disinfect 
housing and equipment before introducing new birds to the environment. 

• Avoid poultry exhibitions and sales. Don’t transport birds unnecessarily. 
• If you must add new birds to the flock, isolate them from the existing flock for 30 days. Care for 

your existing flock before entering the isolation area to care for new birds. Thoroughly wash 
equipment and boots to remove all organic matter, then disinfect items with a solution of 
bleach and water or with original formula Lysol liquid. 

• Don’t loan or borrow tools and poultry equipment.  

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov/
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• After hunting, hiking, or other activities where waterfowl are present, wash and disinfect all 
clothing, boots, equipment and vehicles. Take multiple showers, and stay out of the flock area 
for at least 72 hours after returning home. 

• Keep visitors away from your flock, and don’t visit other poultry housing facilities.  
• Keep a set of footwear that is used only for working with your flock. 
• Monitor your birds for illness. With the current strains of highly-pathogenic AI, the most 

common symptom is a high rate of death over a short time span.  
 

 
 
Implementing biosecurity practices will reduce the chance that your flock will be exposed to diseases. If 
you suspect your flock is infected with AI, contact your Extension agent or call the Georgia Poultry 
Laboratory Network at 770-766-6810. 
 
 
ADVANCING INVASIVE PESTS 
Since Emerald Ash Borers landed in Georgia two years ago, several Georgia counties are under 
restrictions for moving wood products. These small, bright green Asian invaders were first discovered in 
Michigan in 2002. Emerald ash borers attack ash trees in forests and in urban settings. Their boring and 
feeding activities kill the trees. Because EABs are non-native invasive insects, they don’t have a natural 
predator to keep their populations in check. While EABs can fly short distances, their spread from 
Michigan to 24 additional states is largely the result of human activities, including transporting firewood.  

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/animals/eab.shtml
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Now, USDA has issued a BOLO for another invasive boring beetle: Asian Longhorn Beetle. During the 
month of August, “We are asking people to take 10 minutes to look at their trees for any damage caused 
by the Asian longhorned beetle and to look for the beetle itself, then let us know if you see something 
suspicious,” said Josie Ryan, APHIS’ national operations manager for the Asian Longhorn Beetle 
Eradication Program. 
 
ALBs are known to be in Ohio, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Illinois, but because of our 
mobile society, all states are at risk for infestation. Early detection of the invasive insect is a key factor in 
successfully getting rid of it. If you see signs of ALB on trees around your home or when you venture into 
state and local parks, photograph the damage and write down where you saw it. If possible, catch the 
insect, put it into a container and freeze it. You can call 1-866-702-9938 to report your sighting, or 
report it online at http://asianlonghornedbeetle.com/report-your-findings . 
 
 
PUT YOUR LAWN ON A DIET FOR FALL PLANTING 
Believe it or not, fall is only five weeks away. Fall’s cooler, rainier weather is perfect for making changes 
in your home landscape because it’s the best time to plant trees and shrubs. If you’re worn down from 
mowing grass in the summer heat, here are some really good reasons to shrink your lawn and plant 
something more sustainable. (A version of this article appeared in Forsyth County News in June. One 
reader asked for citations. Links below connect to information sources used to develop the article.) 
 

1. Irrigation – On average, each American uses about 100 gallons of water a day. Much of that use 
(30-60 percent) comes in the summer in the form of outdoor watering. In your landscape, lawns 
are high water use areas requiring regular supplemental irrigation, somewhere in the ballpark of 
10,000 gallons over and above natural rainfall. By contrast, naturalized, low-water-use areas can 
usually get by on rainfall alone. 

2. Flood control – Landscapes rich with trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants absorb 90% more 
rainfall than turfgrass areas. The absorbed water refills our underground aquifers and is filtered 
and returned to streams gradually. Lawns and hardscapes produce large amounts of storm 
water runoff that carries pollution into streams, erodes stream banks, and contributes to 
flooding. 

3. Chemicals – The Environmental Protection Agency reports that homeowners apply 20 times 
more pesticides per acre than farmers do. That’s on top of an estimated 3 million tons of 
fertilizer applied to lawns each year. Much of this chemical is wasted as it washes off lawns 
during irrigation and rainfall, leading to water pollution. 

4. Water quality – Lawn chemicals are significant contributors to water pollution and 
contamination. Fertilizer contaminates groundwater with nitrates and promotes oxygen-
depleting algal blooms in surface water. Pesticides entering waterways can kill fish, mussels, 
frogs, and other aquatic life, as well as poison the animals and birds that feed on these water-
dwelling creatures. 

5. Air pollution – Trees and shrubs absorb gaseous air pollutants into their leaves, annually 
cleansing an estimated 711,000 metric tons of air pollution from U.S. urban areas. Grass absorbs 
some air pollution, but the gasoline powered tools necessary to care for it account for 5% of 
urban air pollution. 

6. Health – Lawn care machines such as mowers, leaf blowers, and trimmers create noise at levels 
that cause Noise Induced Hearing Loss. Over 250,000 people received lawn mower-related 
injuries such as cuts, burns, broken bones, and amputations, in 2010. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://asianlonghornedbeetle.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/ALB-Fact-Sheet1.pdf
http://asianlonghornedbeetle.com/report-your-findings
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/ConserveWater.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/ConserveWater.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/impervious.html
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/impervious.html
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Landscaping-and-Lawn-Care.cfm
http://www.fs.fed.us/ne/newtown_square/publications/other_publishers/OCR/ne_2006_nowak001.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/prevention-hearing-loss


The University of Georgia is committed to the principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action. 
Forsyth County Extension, 875 Lanier 400 Parkway, Suite 158, Cumming, GA 30040 

770-887-2418   www.ugaextension.com/forsyth 

7. Waste – The EPA estimates that 20% of the material in landfills is grass clippings. 
8. Energy – While both grass and trees work to reduce surface temperatures, trees provide shade 

that can cut your home cooling costs in the summer, and windbreaks that help save heating 
costs in the winter. 

9. Wildlife – Native trees and shrubs sustain wildlife populations. Butterflies, bees, and other 
pollinators need flowers for pollen and nectar. Birds rely on the seeds, nuts, and berries from 
these plants for food. Trees and shrubs also provide shelter and nesting sites.  

10. Real estate value – In real estate markets, landscaped yards can add thousands of dollars to the 
selling price of a home. A study conducted by Virginia Tech suggests that a well-designed 
landscape with mature plants and a variety of colors and textures may net a price bump of 10%-
12% over a landscape that’s mostly grass. 

 
Turfgrass can be an appealing accent around 
your home, but it doesn’t need to dominate 
your landscape canvas. Replacing portions of 
your lawn with areas of mixed woody plants 
and flowering perennials increases your 
home’s curb appeal and creates an 
ecosystem that is more economical, 
biodiverse, and environmentally sustainable. 
Once established, perennial plants thrive on 
a fraction of the labor and chemicals that 
lawns require.  
 
Wondering what to plant? You can find 
inspiration at the Forsyth County Master 
Gardener public gardens at each of the Forsyth County Public Libraries, Charles Place Senior Services 
Center, Sawnee Mountain Preserve, and the Juvenile Justice Center.  

 
Another resource is UGA Plants of 
Distinction. These plants have 
passed muster at the UGA Trial 
Gardens in Athens, where they are 
rated for their durability and 
performance under Georgia 
growing conditions. If you’re 
concerned about deer damage, take 
a look at this extensive list of “deer 
tolerant” plants that UGA 
researchers have put together. 
While hungry deer will eat 
whatever is available, these plants 
either have characteristics that 
make them a deer’s last choice for 
dinner, or they recover quickly from 
deer browsing. 

 
 

The rain garden at the Juvenile Justice Center cleanses storm water, 
prevents flooding, and looks great with little care. Photo: H.N. Kolich 

The garden at Charles Place Senior Services Center features a restful and 
inviting mix of color, shape, texture, elevation, and motion. Photo: H.N. Kolich 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/landscap.htm
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-087/426-087.html
http://ugatrial.hort.uga.edu/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.main/index.htm
http://ugatrial.hort.uga.edu/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.main/index.htm
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=C985
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=C985
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FALL WEBWORMS 
Yes, fall is still five weeks away, but fall webworms are busy weaving 
translucent mesh hammocks on the tips of tree branches all around 
the county. Fall webworms are the larvae of a moth. The worms 
hatch in great numbers in mid- to late-summer. They spin a 
communal web nest around leaves at the ends of branches. Then 
they eat the leaves.  
 
The webs and the bare branches look ugly, but the trees aren’t in 
danger from webworm feeding. The best control is to knock down 
the web with a pole and open it up for birds to come feast on the 
worms. Chemical control usually isn’t effective because you have to 
get the insecticide inside the web, and the web does an excellent job 
of blocking sprays. 
 

 
UPCOMING CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 
POND MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP 
Spend an evening with Dr. Gary Burtle, UGA Aquaculturalist, learning about pond biology and pond 
management practices that will keep you ahead of problems. This program is designed for pond owners, 
managers, and people interested in fishing and natural resource conservation. Pesticide applicator 
credits: 2 CEUs for Category 26-Aquatic and/or one CEU for Category 10- Private Applicator. Dr. Burtle 
will cover: 

• Water quality and testing 
• Liming and fertilizing ponds 
• Weed identification and control 
• Assessing and managing fish populations and other aquatic organisms 

 
Workshop enrollment is limited, so register now! 
 
When: Tuesday, September 1, 2015, 6-9 p.m. 
Where: Cherokee County Extension/ Bluffs Business Center, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton, GA 30114 
Cost: $15 
Registration deadline: August 26, 2015 
More information: 770-721-7803 
 
 
HAY CONTEST 
Whether you make hay or buy hay, knowing the nutrient quality is the first step in making sure your 
livestock gets appropriate nutrition. Documentation of high Relative Forage Quality could be a good 
selling point, too. If this isn’t enough incentive to have the hay you produce analyzed for nutrition value, 
maybe this is: Forsyth County Extension is hosting a hay contest! The contest is open to hay growers in 
Forsyth, Fulton, and Cherokee counties. Growers may enter: 

• Warm season perennial grass hay (e.g., bermudagrass, bahiagrass, etc.) 
• Alfalfa hay 

Use a pole to knock down and 
destroy fall webworm nests. Photo: 
H. N. Kolich 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.ugaurbanag.com/content/fall-webworms
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/Sept12015PondwCEUs.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/Sept12015PondwCEUs.pdf
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• Cool season perennial grass hay (e.g., tall fescue, orchardgrass, etc.) 
• Mixed, annual grass, or other hay (e.g., clover/fescue, clover/ryegrass, millet, ryegrass, etc) 
• Grass baleage (high moisture grass forage ensiled in wrapped bales) 
• Legume baleage (high moisture legume or grass/legume ensiled in wrapped bales).  

 
The Forsyth County Extension Hay Contest follows the same rules as the Southeastern Hay Contest. Hay 
samples entered in the Forsyth County Extension contest will be simultaneously entered in the 
Southeastern Hay Contest using a single entry form and fee of $18, which covers an F-2 forage analysis, 
contest entry fee, and mailing fee.  
 
Deadline to enter: September 18, 2015. Winners will be announced on opening night of the Cumming 
Country Fair and Festival, October 8, at 7 p.m. in the arena.  
 
Forsyth County Extension Hay Contest rules 
Hay contest entry form 
How to take a proper hay sample 
 
 
STARTING A NEW FOOD BUSINESS IN GEORGIA 
UGA’s Food Science and Technology department is offering a 2-day training at the UGA Griffin Campus 
on starting a new food business in Georgia. Presenters from UGA FS&T, UGA Extension faculty, FDA, the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture, and the Food Product Innovation and Commercialization Center will 
answer questions and address concerns on numerous aspects of food product development and 
marketing. Training is limited to 40 participants, so register now! 
 
When: October 6-7, 2015 
Where: UGA campus, Griffin Georgia, 1109 Experiment Street, Griffin, GA 30223 
Cost: $150 per person 
Registration deadline: September 10, 2015 
More info 
 
 
GREEN INDUSTRY UPDATE 
On October 7, 2015, Forsyth County Extension is offering a Green Industry Update for landscape and 
green industry professionals. Topics covered include: 

• Tree diagnostics 
• Understanding pesticide labels 
• Safety considerations for landscape professionals 

 
Pesticide applicator recertification credits are available. See registration form for 
details. 
 
When: Wednesday, October 7, 2015 from 8 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Where: Central Park Recreation Center, 2300 Keith Bridge Road, Cumming, GA 30040 
Cost: $15 per person 
Registration deadline: September 30, 2015 
More information: 770-887-2418 or www.ugaextension.com/forsyth  

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
https://sehaycontest.wordpress.com/contest-rules/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/2015ForsythCountyExtensionHayContestRules.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/2015sehc.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/hayprotocol.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingaNewFoodBusinessOct2015Griffinbrochure-rev2.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingaNewFoodBusinessOct2015Griffinbrochure-rev2.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingaNewFoodBusinessOct2015Griffinbrochure-rev2.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/ExtensionGreenIndustryUpdate10_7_2015Forsyth.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/ExtensionGreenIndustryUpdate10_7_2015Forsyth.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/ExtensionGreenIndustryUpdate10_7_2015Forsyth.pdf
http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth

