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Hello, Neighbors! I hope you’re enjoying the lovely weather this 
week. I’ve seen azaleas, blueberries, daffodils, and many other 
plants blooming. And when the flowers come out, you know 
what follows . . . 
 
POLLINATOR ACTIVITY 
There are around 4,000 native bees in North America, and this 
past week, I’ve seen three types buzzing about – honey bees, 
carpenter bees, and digger bees. Each type of bee has its own 
niche in nature. While honey bees, bumble bees, and carpenter 
bees are active from spring through the fall, many of our native 
bees are specialists that emerge in time to pollinate a specific 
crop, like squash or blueberries. The digger bees that may be 
creating little mounds of soil in bare dirt around your yard are 
solitary, mild-mannered bees, and they’re beneficial in two 
ways. As they gather pollen to stock their nest with food for 
their young, they pollinate many early spring blooming plants. And those little holes they dig in 
your lawn provide soil aeration without any labor or expense on your part! It’s safe to mow 
around the mounds, and as long as you don’t try to handle the bees, they’re unlikely to sting. 
Digger bees are only around for a short time in March and April.   
 
Earlier this year, Georgia adopted a state plan for protecting pollinators. Several UGA 
entomologists, including Keith Delaplane, one of the chief researchers on Colony Collapse 
Disorder, worked with the Georgia Department of Agriculture to develop Georgia’s plan. 
Homeowners can do several things to protect and encourage pollinators.  

 Plant flowering native trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. Native plants provide 
nectar, pollen, and habitat for native butterflies, bees and other pollinators in both their 
adult and their juvenile stages. 

Southeastern blueberry bees 
specialize in pollinating 
blueberries. Photo by H. N. Kolich 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.commodities.caes.uga.edu/turfgrass/georgiaturf/LandscapeAlert/Digger%20Bees%20(5-10).html
http://www.caes.uga.edu/alumni/news/southscapes/fall14/buzz-about-bees.html
http://www.caes.uga.edu/alumni/news/southscapes/fall14/buzz-about-bees.html
http://www.ent.uga.edu/Bees/documents/PollinatorBookletforweb2.pdf
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 Provide nesting areas. Small pollinators like orchard mason bees live and lay eggs in 
narrow tubes. You can make an orchard mason bee house fairly easily. Or you can visit 
the Forsyth County Master Gardener Spring Plant sale and buy a pollinator house 
crafted by our FC Master Naturalist Extension Volunteers. 

 To keep Georgia blooming and beautiful, avoid using pesticides while plants are 
flowering. Butterflies, moths, bees, and hummingbirds rely on flowers for food in the 
form of nectar and pollen. Pesticides injure and kill our beneficial pollinators. If you 
must apply pesticides, wait until after the petals have dropped from the flowers. 

 

LANDSCAPE HOLDOUTS 
Although leaves are busting out on my dogwoods, 
blackberries, and maple trees, there’s one tree in my 
yard that’s holding out. It’s a beech tree, and it resists 
change. Unlike the other deciduous trees in my 
landscape, the beech tree refused to drop its leaves in 
the fall. Even now, as spring leaf buds swell and open, 
this trees is holding onto those raspy, brown leaves.  
 
While most deciduous trees drop leaves in the fall, 
several species exhibit marcescence, the condition of 
holding onto dead leaves through winter months. Oaks 
are noted for this characteristic, and beech trees are in 
the oak family. Researchers aren’t sure why some trees 
keep their leaves, but they can explain how. 

 
Life cycle of a leaf 
Leaves are the food factories of plants. Cells containing 
chlorophyll align in the leaves where the surface meets 
the sunshine. For broadleaf plants, this is generally the upper surface. As long as the leaf 
receives enough water (from the root system) and sunlight, chlorophyll cells produce 
carbohydrates to nourish the plant. Chlorophyll also gives leaves their green summer color.  
 
As summer slides into fall, trees receive fewer hours of daylight and experience longer, cooler 
nights. With less available light, chlorophyll cells begin to shut down and other leaf colors show 
as the green pigment fades away. This process of changing from green to the red, orange, and 
gold colors of fall is called senescence.  
 
All of these seasonal changes trigger certain responses from the tree. The tree slows growth 
and prepares for winter dormancy. This includes shedding leaves. 
 
Leaf drop, or abscission, is also a process. Leaves have a zone of separation between the petiole 
(leaf stem) and the twigs that hold them. While the leaf is actively producing food, the tree 
keeps the separation cells open. When food production drops due to chlorophyll loss, however, 

Marcescent trees hold onto dead leaves 
through the winter and sometimes into spring. 
Photo by H. N. Kolich 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/ent/notes/Other/note109/note109.html
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the tree begins closing down the living tissue through which nutrients flow from the leaf to the 
tree. Water continues to flow to the leaf, but eventually, the tree closes these cells, too. When 
the leaf is completely sealed off from the tree, the weakened abscission zone allows the leaf to 
drop from the tree under the force of wind or rain. The sealed area protects the tree from 
insects and disease organisms much like a scab over a cut protects us from infection. 
 
Marcescent leaves 
Some trees don’t create an abscission zone in the fall. As a result, dry, brown leaves remain on 
the tree well into winter months. In the case of the beech in my front yard, the marcescent 
leaves stick around until new spring growth shoves them off the tree.  
 
Forestry experts have differing opinions about what, if any, advantage marcescence gives to 
trees. Since young trees often exhibit marcescence, one theory is that holding leaves until 
spring is a way for smaller trees to recapture nitrogen during active growth periods. If the 
leaves dropped in the fall, the nitrogen released through winter decomposition might get 
sucked up by larger trees, or it might leach into deep soil layers that are beyond the reach of 
tree roots. Another theory is that the dry leaves protect tender twigs and buds from browsing 
deer. Other researchers propose that leaves that continue to function later into the fall may 
simply die before the tree finishes creating the abscission zone. Because they retain a strong 
connection to the tree, these leaves don’t get blown off by wind and rain. 
 
Whatever the reason they stick around, marcescent leaves serve at least two purposes. They 
provide protective cover for some birds, and they add sensory interest to winter landscapes. 
 
NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH 
March is National Nutrition Month, and we challenge you come up with a couple of small shifts 
in your diet to put healthier foods into your routine. Here are a couple of ideas: 

 Switch from white bread to whole wheat bread 

 Opt for seltzer water instead of sugary sodas 
The 2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans has more ideas and information. 
 
THINGS TO LEARN AND DO FOR KIDS 
 
MG Sprouts Youth Horticulture Program – April 4-8, 2016 
UGA Cooperative Extension Forsyth County is offering the popular MG Sprouts youth 
horticulture program over spring break, April 4-8, 2016. Extension staff and trained Master 
Gardener volunteers combine quality children’s literature with engaging hands-on gardening 
activities for children in grades K-3. Each session builds on previous activities to awaken the 
wonder of nature in young minds. Preregistration is required by Thursday, March 31. Limited to 
20 children. 
When: Monday, April 4-Friday, April 8, 2016, 9:30-11 a.m. 
Where: Sharon Spring Park Community Building, 1950 Sharon Road, Cumming 
Cost: $5 per child (includes all five sessions) 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015/guidelines/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/MGSproutsRegistrationpacket_2016.pdf
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Limit: 20 children 
Registration deadline: Thursday March 31 for receipt of registration forms and payment. 
 
Cloverleaf 4-H Sumer Camp at Rock Eagle 4-H Center – July 4-8, 2016 
Georgia 4-H Cloverleaf Camp is a fun-filled summer program for children 
currently in grades 4-6. In addition to learning about snakes, bugs, 
forestry, archery and ecology, campers participate in activities like 
swimming, hiking, canoeing, sailing, putt-putt golf, and evening 
campfires, variety shows, and other events that make joyous memories. 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Workshop – June 12-16, 2016 
The annual Natural Resources Conservation Workshop, sponsored by the Georgia Association 
of Conservation District Supervisors, Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Society, and 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, provides an active learning experience for Georgia’s 
rising 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students. The workshop focuses on the value, protection, and 
conservation of Georgia’s wildlife, forestry, soil, and water sources, including conservation in 
Georgia’s mining industry. Activities include fishing, shooting sports, and networking with 
professionals working in the field of natural resource management and conservation. 

 

THINGS TO LEARN AND DO FOR KIDS AT HEART 

 

USDA Grant Workshop for Value Added Food Producers 

If you are interested in generating new food products, creating or expanding marketing 

opportunities, and increasing your income as a food producer, this free workshop is for you!  

 

Beekeeping 101 – Thursday, April 7, 2016, 3-4:30 p.m., Hampton Park Library, Cumming 

Beekeeping is a fascinating and rewarding hobby for the whole family. Join Master Beekeeper 

Jay Hendrix and Master Gardener Bonnie Williams to find out what you need in the way of 

equipment, environment, and time to get started. Children 10 and older welcome with parent 

or guardian. After the class, tour the Pollinator Garden at the library with Master Gardener 

Barbara Connor. 

When: Thursday, April 7, 2016, 3-4:30 p.m. 

Where: Hampton Park Library, 5345 Settingdown Road, Cumming, 30041 

Cost: Free 

Register: Call Forsyth County Extension at 770-887-2418 or email uge1117@uga.edu  

 

Horse Management Program – Thursday, April 7, 2016, Hall County 

UGA Cooperative Extension Hall County and the UGA Animal Science department are hosting a 

Horse Management Program. Dr. Kylee Jo Duberstein will cover the basics in nutrition, hay 

selection, and pasture management.  

When: Thursday, April 7, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/MGSproutsRegistrationpacket_2016.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/4H/documents/CloverleafFlyer2016.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRFuuRLBXoM
http://www.abac.edu/academics/schools/ag-natural-resources/outreach/nrcw
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/USDAValueAddedGrantWorkshopflyer.pdf
mailto:uge1117@uga.edu
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Where: Hall County Extension Office, 734 East Crescent Drive, Gainesville, GA 30501 

Cost: Free 

Register through the Hall County Extension office at 770-535-8293 or wheelerm@uga.edu by 

April 4. 

 

Forsyth County Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale – April 8-9, 2016 
The ever-popular Forsyth County Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale returns to the Cumming 
Fairgrounds April 8-9, 2016. Over 40 vendors will fill the Big Red Barn with annuals, perennials, 
native and exotic plants, bedding plants to add color to your landscape, and vegetable plants to 
give your garden a good start. There will be garden art, tools, Forsyth County Master Gardener-
grown plants, bee houses crafted by Forsyth County Master Naturalists, and plenty of other 
interesting items, too. Come early for the best selection! 
When: Friday, April 8 and Saturday, April 9. Doors open at 8 a.m. 
Where: Cumming Fairgrounds, 235 Castleberry Road, Cumming, GA 30040 
Cost: Free parking and free entry 
 
Winegrape Growers Seminar for start-up and small-scale growers – April 22, 2016 
As the Georgia wine industry continues to thrive and earn awards, many people are planting 
winegrapes as a hobby or small business. If you’re tempted to tend the vines, or have already 
planted and want to learn more, Forsyth County Extension has a day planned for you! At the 
Winegrape Growers Seminar, UGA Extension specialists and agents working with winegrape 
growers will teach sessions covering site selection, how to choose the right rootstock and 
cultivars for Georgia, disease diagnosis and management, trellising systems, vine pruning, and 
more. We’ll end the day with a visit to a local vineyard. Lunch is included with registration fee. 
When: Friday, April 22, 2016, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Where: Coal Mountain Park Community Building, 3560 Settingdown Road, Cumming, GA 30028 
Preregistration Cost: Preregister by April 19, $15 per person (includes lunch) 
At the door registration fee: $20 per person 
 
Egg Candling Certification interest? Before I can schedule the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture to come out here and offer the egg candling certification classes, I have to provide 
them with a list of 25 people who will take the classes. If you are interested, please send an 
email with the subject line “Egg Candling Class Interest” to uge1117@uga.edu and provide your 
full name, mailing address, telephone number, and email address in the body of the email. 
 
ONE LAST NOTE 
Soil temperatures are still cool enough to apply pre-emergent herbicides to your lawn, and the 
expected rain this weekend will water in granular formulations for you! Applying a pre-
emergent now will reduce the number of annual weeds in your lawn this summer. 
 
Enjoy the weekend, and plan to join us for one of these upcoming events! 
Heather 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
mailto:wheelerm@uga.edu
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/Winegrapegrowersseminarflier.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/Winegrapegrowersseminarflier.pdf
mailto:uge1117@uga.edu

