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Hello, neighbors! The warm weather has ended for a time, but it served to confuse some plants into 
blooming early. Many flowers and fruit trees need a season of cold temperatures to flower and fruit 
successfully. In South Georgia, some farmers are singing the blues as warm temperatures and wet 
conditions take a toll on blueberries, peaches and pecans.  
 
EARLY BLOOMERS 
We’ve received some concerned calls about tulips and other spring 
flowering bulbs blooming too early because of the warm December 
temperatures. While freezing temperatures can damage blossoms, 
the foliage of these plants is generally winter-hardy. Crocus and many 
varieties of daffodils, hyacinths, and tulips typically bloom during 
winter months. To keep the plants healthy, remove (deadhead) spent 
flowers, but allow the leaves to continue soaking up sunshine. This 
converts to energy that is stored in the bulbs to produce vigorous 
plants for the next growing season. Cut back the foliage when the 
leaves turn yellow and wilt. Read more and more. 
 
READING SEED 
Now that cooler weather makes the indoors seem more appealing, gardeners are sitting down to pour 
over those exciting seed catalogs. As you decide which seeds to order, consider where the plants that 
made the seeds were grown. Climate conditions are important for plant performance. Award winning 
cultivars from California, for example, may melt away under hot, steamy Georgia summers. Look at the 
address of the seed company, and try to make selections from southeastern producers with growing 
conditions similar to ours. 
 
In addition to tempting descriptions, seed catalogs offer a lot of information about plant characteristics 
and disease tolerance. Savvy seed shoppers know the lingo, but if you don’t yet speak “seed,” here’s 
some help from Cherokee County Extension agent Josh Fuder. If you’re new to starting plants from 
seeds, or if you’ve had disappointing results from your efforts, reserve a seat in our Seed Propagation 
Workshop scheduled for February 18, 2016. See details below. 
 
 
 
 

Tulips and other spring–flowering 
bulbs tolerate cold weather. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/anr/documents/Wintercoldmakesplantsfruitful_web.pdf
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5703
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/article/yard-and-garden-care-spring-flowering-bulbs-winter
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/landscape/flowers/hgic1155.html
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5696
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5696
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingfromSeedflyer.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingfromSeedflyer.pdf
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POINSETTIAS IN THE YARD 
In the world of potted plants, poinsettias are number 
one for sales. If these colorful plants were part of 
your holiday decorating, the beauty they provide 
doesn’t have to end with the season. Keep them 
healthy by removing the foil wrapper on the pot and 
placing the plants in a warm, sunny window. Water 
them only when the soil surface dries out; too much 
moisture causes root rot. When the leaves drop, 
don’t give up hope. Just clean up the leaves, 
including removing them from the soil, and continue 
your care. New leaves will grow. In mid- to late-April, 
you can transplant poinsettias to a sunny spot in your 
yard. Read more. 
 

AGRICULTURE GRADS NEEDED 
Georgia’s top industry, agriculture, relies on 
scientific research and innovative technology to 
provide us with products we all need daily, 
including the food we eat, the clothing we wear, 
and the buildings where we live, learn, work and 
play. What’s behind this research and 
innovation? People! Eli Whitney, George 
Washington Carver and John Deere helped lay 
the groundwork for the industrial revolution 
with their agricultural inventions and research. 
Currently, however, there aren’t enough college 
graduates with degrees in agricultural fields to 
fill the job openings created each year in the 
agricultural industry. 

 
While less than 2 percent of the U.S. population now works in production farming, agriculture is still our 
great national tradition. The number of female owned and operated farms has more than doubled in the 
past three decades. In technical research and development fields like genetics, plant pathology, food 
science, robotics, biotechnology, poultry science and agribusiness, young men and women engage in 
rewarding work that improves lives for farmers, consumers and sports fans. Yep, researchers at UGA 
developed turfgrasses that hold up under heavy use, such as college football games. Named after the 
UGA Coastal Plain Experiment Station in Tifton, Georgia, where they were bred, Tifway and Tifgreen 
bermudagrass hybrids cover more golf courses, athletic fields and lawns than any other turf varieties in 
the world.  
 
UGA researchers are currently working to make commercial lettuce production profitable and 
sustainable in Georgia. Developing varieties of lettuce, strawberries, and other high-demand food items 
that grow in Georgia’s climate would help fill the void created by drought conditions in California’s 
agricultural regions. Agricultural engineers design efficient planting, harvesting and processing 
equipment, and food scientists create new food products and solutions for long-term food storage. 
 

Popular as potted plants, poinsettias thrive in Georgia 
landscapes, too. 

The U.S. agriculture industry needs college grads with 
degrees food science, agriculture and natural resources.  

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5669
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN9_NhBv07Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN9_NhBv07Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2014/11/saving-soldiers-limbs-uga-researchers-promise-bone-putty/
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5564
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But there aren’t enough skilled agriculture college graduates to fill available jobs. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture estimates that through 2020, the agriculture industry will create nearly 60,000 job 
openings annually for college graduates with degrees in fields of food, agriculture and natural resources. 
Currently, only 35,400 students with expertise in these fields graduate each year.  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR AGRICULTURE STUDENTS 
The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences offers numerous 
scholarships to students seeking degrees in agricultural fields.  
 
“Each year, many scholarships go unclaimed because there are not enough applicants that qualify for 
various unique opportunities,” said Kay Kelsey, head of the UGA Agricultural Leadership, Education and 
Communication Department. “The College of Ag and Environmental Sciences scholarship program is a 
one-stop shop for seeking scholarships. Many donors are very specific about their gift and require the 
student to express interest in a specific commodity.” 
 
In addition to studying with award-winning professors, CAES students have a wide range of 
opportunities, such as internships, undergraduate research projects, and study abroad programs. Dr. 
Samuel Pardue, a noted poultry science researcher and administrator at North Carolina State University, 
has been named as the new dean and director of UGA’s CAES.  
 
“The College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences has played a significant role in growing 
Georgia’s number one economic sector,” Pardue said. “It is a college with a long and honored history. I 
look forward to an even brighter future for CAES.” 
 
Want job security? Consider a degree in agriculture from UGA! The deadline to apply for CAES 
scholarships is February 15, 2016. 
 
GATE CARD RENEWALS UNDERWAY 
 The Georgia Department of Agriculture reminds 
farmers to renew their Georgia Agriculture Tax 
Exemption (GATE) cards. With this card, 
agricultural producers may claim tax exemption 
for the purchase of input materials directly 
related to the production of food and fiber for 
sale to processors and/or end users. Not all 
agricultural purchases are tax exempt under the 
GATE program. Learn more. 
 
UPCOMING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
Master Goat Farmer Course 
UGA Extension Whitfield County is offering the Master Goat Farmer certification course in Dalton. The 4-
week course begins January 28, 2016 and meets each Thursday evening from 6-9 p.m. through February 
18, 2016. The $100 fee covers study materials, manuals, meals, refreshments, door prizes, and 
graduation certificates. The course is limited to 75 people and registration must be completed by 
January 21, 2016. View schedule and registration, or call the Whitfield County Extension office at 706-
278-8207 for more information. 
 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
https://www.purdue.edu/usda/employment/
https://www.purdue.edu/usda/employment/
http://students.caes.uga.edu/current/scholarships.html
http://students.caes.uga.edu/current/scholarships.html
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5701
https://forms.agr.georgia.gov/GATE/
https://forms.agr.georgia.gov/GATE/
http://www.gfb.org/legislative/documents/GATE_Guide_May2015.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/calendar/eventAttachments/2015%20Master%20Goat.pdf
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Seed Propagation Workshop 
When you start your vegetable or flower garden from seeds, you save money and have access to a much 
wider variety of plants and cultivars. Plus, it’s fun! To learn the basics and get the best results from your 
efforts, join Forsyth County Extension agent Heather Kolich for a hands-on workshop. You’ll leave with a 
partially planted seed flat and the knowledge you need to help your seedlings prosper. 
 
 When: Thursday, February 18, 2016, 9-11 a.m. 
 Where: Coal Mountain Park Community Building, 3560 Settingdown Road, Cumming 
 Cost: $10 per participant 

Registration form  
 
UGA Beekeeping Institute 
Celebrating its 25th anniversary, the popular UGA Beekeeping Institute, offered in May at Young Harris 
College in Towns County, is expanding in length, tripling the number of guest speakers, and accepting 
more students. Registration opens in March, and the event fills up fast!  
 
UPCOMING 4-H ACTIVITIES 
County Project Achievement – January 19, 2016, Shiloh Point Elementary School 
County Project Achievement (CPA) is a great opportunity for 4th-6th graders to practice and build public 
speaking skills while having fun educating others about something cool. After creating a presentation on 
a topic of their choice, 4-H’ers to deliver it to an appreciative audience. More information. 
 
Poultry Judging Team – Practices begin February 1, 2016 
Poultry judging is a challenging 4-H skill. Practices will be most 
Monday evenings beginning in February and work toward the 
area competition in Henry County on April 14, 2016. For more 
information, call Jack Lowery at 770-887-2418. 
 
4-H Beekeeping Essay Contest 
Each year, Georgia 4-H and the UGA Entomology Department 
offer a Beekeeping Essay Contest. UGA entomology professionals 
judge the essays and award cash prizes to the top three authors. 
The top ranked essay will be pitted against winning essays from 
other participating states for a chance to win additional prizes. 
The contest is open to active 4-H Club members only. This year’s 
topic is: “Bees and pollination. How important is it?” See 
additional rules and submission process. 
 
FOOD RECALLS TO NOTE 
Sam’s Choice Black Angus Vidalia Onion items produced between November 19 and December 9, 2015. 
These products may be contaminated with “extraneous wood materials.”  
 
Big Dog Natural Chicken and Fish Supreme dog food shipped to customers in October and November 
2015 may be contaminated with Salmonella and Listeria.  
 
The Forsyth County Extension office will be closed on Monday, January 18 for the Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday. All of us here hope you get to enjoy it, too! 

Members of the 2015 Forsyth County 4-H 
Poultry Judging team assess the egg 
productivity of White Leghorn hens. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/StartingfromSeedflyer.pdf
http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/young-harris/index.html
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/4H/index.html
http://georgia4h.org/livestock/poultry/poultry_judging.htm
http://www.georgia4h.org/beekeeping/2016%20National%204-H%20Beekeeping%20Essay%20contest.pdf
http://www.georgia4h.org/beekeeping/
http://www.georgia4h.org/beekeeping/
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/recalls-and-public-health-alerts/recall-case-archive/archive/2016/recall-001-2016-release
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm479873.htm

