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Watching a rebroadcast hockey game recently, I saw a commercial for a 
weed-killer product. I don’t remember which product it was; what impressed 
me was that the ad showed the homeowner donning appropriate personal 
protective equipment (PPE) before handling the chemical. Instead of a flip-
flop, shorts and tee-shirt-clad lawn warrior, the actor in this commercial wore 
long pants, closed shoes, long rubber gloves, and eye-protecting safety glasses. 
 
Sound like over-kill? Keep in mind that killing is the objective of pesticides, which include herbicides 
(weed killers), insecticides (insect killers) and fungicides (fungus life-cycle disrupters). They can be 
dangerous to you, your children and pets, and to wildlife. That’s why they carry large, bold hazard words 
on the back of the label. Levels of hazard for homeowner pesticide products are: 
 

• DANGER-POISON – the most hazardous products carry the “DANGER” word and symbol; 
“DANGER-POISON” means that ingestion of small amounts of the product can kill 

• DANGER – pesticides with the “DANGER” symbol can cause irreversible eye damage and severe 
skin injuries 

• WARNING – pesticides with “WARNING” are less hazardous than DANGER-labeled products, but 
still carry health risks 

• CAUTION – is the lowest level of hazard for pesticides, but “CAUTION” products can be 
associated with chronic diseases like cancer 

 
Many pesticides – organic, inorganic, natural and synthetic – can enter your body through your eyes, 
skin, nose and mouth, and through breathing them in. Label instructions state “avoid inhalation and 
contact with skin, eyes and clothing.” Some go on to instruct you to wash your hands and clothing after 
using the product. In addition to wearing PPE, you should also avoid eating, smoking and chewing gum 
when handling pesticides. You can learn more about the pesticides you use by reading the Materials 
Safety Data Sheet (MSDS), available online for many products. 
 
Look up, look down 
 
With all the storms we’ve had lately, you may have some broken tree limbs. Before you pull out the 
ladder and prepare to prune, take a look up to locate any overhead power lines or other hazards that we 
often don’t think about. Look down, too. Poison ivy is popping out everywhere. Get to know those hairy 
vines and leaves of three – and don protective gear when in their company. 
 
Now that spring is finally in full swing, you’ve probably got planting plans. Before 
you plunge shovel through sod, make sure you know what lies beneath. Cutting 
into cable lines, power lines, gas lines, or septic lines can be costly – to your 
wallet and your health. Call 811 at least two days before you plan to dig. 
Someone will come out and mark where underground infrastructure is located. 
Play it safe; Call Before You Dig!  

http://nasdonline.org/document/1760/d001728/pesticide-protective-equipment.html
http://www.georgia811.com/faqs.aspx

