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Carpenter Ants: Biology and 

Management 
By Beverly Adams 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Program Assistant 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

Large size and yellow hairs on the abdomen are 
identifying features of carpenter ants. Photo by David 
Cappaert, UGA Bugwood.org. 

 

Carpenter ants are the largest of the pest ants 

found in our area. There are two species in 

Georgia: black carpenter ants and Florida 

carpenter ants. Black carpenter ants are dull 

black with yellowish hairs covering their 

abdomens. Florida carpenter ants have a 

deep reddish colored head and thorax and a 

shiny black abdomen. They vary in size 

from ¼ to ½ inches long.  
 

Carpenter ant life stages and examples of structural 
damage. Illustration by Art Cushman, USDA 
Systematics Entomology Laboratory, Bugwood.org. 

 

Carpenter ants are active in Georgia from 

March through the fall. They’re called 

carpenter ants because they chew up wood 

to create nesting galleries. They are most 

active at night, leaving the nest in large 

numbers shortly before sundown to search 

for food. In the evening, the ants use trails as 

they emerge and return to their nest. They 
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feed in tops of trees where they consume 

honeydew from aphids and scale insect that 

feed on the tree’s sap.    

 

To eliminate carpenter ants, find the nest 

and remove it. Nests may be inside or 

outside the home. Inside, carpenter ants seek 

moisture damaged wood because damp 

wood is easier to chew than dry wood. 

Remove indoor nests or treat them with an 

insecticidal dust or aerosol labeled for ant 

control indoors. Apply dusts so that a very 

thin film settles in treated areas. Always 

wear a protective mask when applying dusts.  

 

Outdoors, black carpenter ants nest in 

hardwood trees with hollow trunks or tree 

holes. Sawdust at the base of trees is a sign 

that black carpenter ants are present. Florida 

carpenter ants nest under loose debris. 

Because carpenter ants use permanent trails, 

their movement will lead you to the nest. 

 

To treat outdoor nests, pour a water-based, 

liquid insecticide into carpenter ant nests 

located in tree holes. This may require 

pouring one gallon or more of liquid 

insecticide into the nest.  

 

Perimeter treatments prevent ants from 

entering structures. Spray exterior walls with 

a water based, liquid insecticide two to three 

feet up from soil level, and spray the ground 

(shrubbery, mulch, flower beds, etc.) five 

feet out from each wall. Spray as many areas 

traveled by carpenter ants as possible and 

concentrate spray treatments to areas where 

ants might enter the structure. Apply a liquid 

insecticide to the trunk of each tree on which 

carpenter ants have been seen. Perimeter 

treatments should be re-applied every 4 to 6 

weeks during the summer and within a week 

following a heavy rain. Eliminate excess 

moisture, keep rain gutters clean and trim 

tree limbs away from homes for control.  

 

If you cannot locate the nest, indoors use 

liquid baits and baits contained in 

childproof, plastic bait stations; outdoors use 

liquid and granular baits. Alternatively, 

consider contacting a licensed pest control 

company if nests are difficult to find.  

 

 

Protect Your Hearing Around 

Common Equipment 
By Heather N. Kolich 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent 

Hearing protection devices such as earmuffs and 
foam ear plugs reduce noise reaching your ears to 
protect your hearing. Photo by H. N. Kolich. 

 

With warmer weather, many of us are 

enjoying more time outside. Unfortunately, 

many motorized outdoor toys and tools 

create noise at levels that damage hearing. 

Noise-induced hearing loss can have life-

impacting consequences. With the use of 

hearing protection devices, however, we can 

enjoy the benefits or motorized tools and 

still preserve our precious hearing. 

 

How hearing loss occurs 

Sound waves create vibrations in our ears. 

The vibrations ripple through the bones of 

the middle ear, into fluid of the inner ear, 

and move a membrane studded with hair 

cells. Microscopic projections on the hair 

cells bump up and down and translate sound 

waves into electrical signals that make sense 

of the sound in our brains. Loud sounds 

damage and kill the hair cells, which don’t 

grow back. 
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Our hearing is at risk from sounds that are 

85 decibels (dB) and louder. The louder 

sound is, the quicker hearing damage can 

happen. In some cases, one extremely loud 

noise, like an explosion, causes sudden, 

permanent hearing loss. Prolonged or 

repeated exposure to noise over 85 dB 

causes gradual hearing loss that may be hard 

to notice. It can also cause tinnitus, a sense 

of buzzing in one or both ears, or a roaring 

sound in the head, that can be hard to tune 

out. The U.S. Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration established worker 

safety standards for noise exposure, but over 

half of working-age people with noise-

induced hearing loss were not exposed to 

workplace noise.  

 

Common sounds that contribute to 

hearing loss 

Many of our everyday sounds are over 85 

decibels – loud enough to cause hearing 

loss. As equipment ages, it can get louder 

when operated. Battery powered lawn 

equipment tends to be quieter than gas 

powered equipment, but these may still 

exceed safe noise limits. 

 

Sound levels of common yard and home 

equipment 

Yard 

tools 

Sound 

in dBs 

Other tools Sound 

in dBs 

Edger 86 Vacuum 

cleaner 

87 

Riding 

lawn 

mower 

90 Air 

compressor 

92 

Weed 

eater 

96 Wet/dry 

vac 

94 

Leaf 

blower 

99 Pressure 

washer 

100 

Hedge 

trimmer 

103 Chain saw 110 

 

Noise has the most impact on the person 

using the equipment, but the sound level can 

be damaging to others as far as 50 feet away. 

When several pieces of equipment operate at 

the same time – as on a sunny weekend in 

the neighborhood or when the landscape 

management crew shows up at the office 

building – noise level escalates. In this 

situation, noise levels can exceed 85 dB at a 

distance of 200 feet or more from the 

equipment. 

 

Consequences of hearing loss 

Both children and adults are at risk for 

noise-induced hearing loss. In children, 

hearing loss can cause delayed language 

development and poor performance in 

school. For adults, hearing loss can cause 

problems understanding instructions in the 

workplace, which can lead to lower 

employability and higher risk of injury. In 

home and social settings, hearing loss 

interferes with ability to understand and 

participate in conversations. This can lead to 

disengagement, depression, decline in 

thinking and memory skills, and dementia. 

 

How to protect from hearing loss 

Protecting against noise-induced hearing 

loss is simple: Wear earplugs or earmuffs 

when operating or near loud equipment. 

Hearing protection devices should be 

labeled with a Noise Reduction Rating 

(NRR). An NRR of 12 reduces the noise 

reaching your ears by 12 decibels, sufficient 

for using an air compressor (92 dB – 12 dB 

= 80 dB). A chainsaw (110 dB) requires 

NRR 26 or higher. The goal is to use enough 

protection to reduce noise below 85 dB, not 

to block all sound. We still need to hear 

warnings and danger sounds. 

 

Hearing is important for quality of life. The 

impact of hearing loss isn’t just personal; it 

extends to family, friends, and coworkers, as 

well. Let’s take hearing protection seriously 

for ourselves and our loved ones. 
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Native Plants: Key Essentials 

for Sustainable Landscapes 
By Shannon Kennedy 

ANR Educator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

Purple berries on the American Beautyberry shrub 
make a striking display and feed birds. Photo by Gary 
Wade. 

 

There has been a lot of interest in native 

plants in recent years, for some very good 

reasons. Although some may consider native 

plants less striking than some introduced or 

cultivated species, with thoughtful selection 

and planning, we can use native plants to 

create a landscape that is more sustainable, 

more ecologically useful, and just as 

beautiful as traditional, formal landscapes.  

 

The strongest argument in favor of native 

species is that when they are placed 

appropriately, they are more sustainable. 

Georgia has a wide variety of natural 

landscapes; dense hardwood forests, open 

pine meadows, rolling clay hills, and steep 

mountain slopes are all represented in our 

state. This ecological diversity means that 

we can select from a wide variety of plants 

to fill out the unique environments our 

landscapes contain. Native azaleas prefer 

acidic soil, so by using these plants you end 

up using less lime to reduce soil acidity. Oak 

leaf hydrangeas can grow in part shade 

while still providing an impressive summer 

display. Blue wild indigo and pink muhly 

grass tolerate dry soil after they have been 

established, so you can reduce irrigation to a 

flowerbed containing these species. 

Whatever landscape challenges you face, 

there is likely a native plant that can meet 

that challenge.  

 

Since native plants are better adapted for our 

natural environment, they tend to experience 

less stress than nonnative plant species. 

Stress has a similar effect on plants as it 

does on us: When we are stressed, we are 

more likely to get sick because our immune 

system is compromised. When a plant is 

well suited to its location, it is better able to 

resist and recover from pests or diseases. 

Using native plants is not a guarantee that 

you will avoid all pest problems, but you 

ensure that the plants you are using are 

tolerant of local pests and diseases.  

 

Another reason you should consider using 

native plants is that they give your landscape 

a purpose. Native plants are pivotal in 

reversing the decline in native pollinator 

populations. Coral bells and wild indigo 

provide early spring nectar that pollinators 

so desperately need coming out of winter. 

Bee balm, eastern purple coneflower, 

buttonbush, and milkweeds provide forage 

through the entirety of summer. As 

temperatures begin to cool goldenrod and 

ironweed are essential to pollinators as they 

prepare for winter. There are some native 

pollinators that depend on a small group of 

native plants to survive. Plants in the 

blueberry and rose family, Ericaceae and 

Rosaceae, are important for the native 

blueberry bee, and long-horn bees rely on 

goldenrods and asters.  

 

Adding flowering plants to the landscape is 

the obvious way to help pollinators, but we 

should also consider host plants. These are 

trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants that 
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provide food to the larval stages of 

pollinators. For example, the spicebush 

swallowtail caterpillar depends on the 

spicebush shrub for foliar forage. Spicebush 

can be planted in partial shade, it has yellow 

flowers in spring, and the leaves have a 

spicy fragrance when they are crushed. 

Zebra swallowtails depend on pawpaw tree 

leaves to gain the energy they need to 

metamorphosize – and the fruit of the 

pawpaw tree is a tasty treat for people. 

Native ferns such as southern wood fern, 

southern maiden fern, and cinnamon fern 

can be forage for larvae as well, so next time 

you are looking for a ground cover for a 

shaded area, consider a native fern. 

Native plants, like this Cinnamon Fern, are important 
hosts for butterfly larvae to feed upon. 

 

Native plants can be visually striking in your 

landscape and useful in creating a better 

environment for people and wildlife. For 

plant selection, check out the UGA 

Extension Native Plants for Georgia series.  

 

4-H’ers Win Big at District and 

State Contests this Spring 
By Heather Haines 

4-H Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

Forsyth County 4-H’ers competed in several 

events this spring with praise-worthy results. 

Poultry Judging – After the Senior Poultry 

Judging team, comprised of Kaitlyn Bauer, 

Wendy Taylor, and Kirsten Bauer placed 1st, 

5th, and 10th (respectively) for high 

individual scores and took 2nd Place overall 

at the District competition in April, they 

earned a spot at the Georgia 4-H State 

contest in Oglethorpe County. 
 

Kirsten Bauer grades ready-to-cook chicken quality at 
the District Poultry Judging Contest in April. 
 

Wildlife Judging – Senior 4-H’er Wendy 

Taylor and Junior 4-H’er Talullah Bates 

competed as individuals at the Georgia 4-H 

Wildlife Judging State Contest. Wendy 

placed 4th Overall and Talullah took 3rd 

Overall in the Reasons category. 

 

Hippology and Horse Judging – The team 

of Kerry Barret, Kat Barret, and Piph Short 

earned 4th place overall in the Georgia 4-H 

Hippology State Contest and 3rd overall in 

the Horse Judging Contest. Kerry earned 

several individual awards, as well.  

 

Project S.A.F.E. Shooting Sports 

In Project Safety Awareness, Fun, and 

Education, the Forsyth County 4-H Aces BB 

Team secured 1st place in a State Qualifying 

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B987&title=Native%20Plants%20for%20Georgia%20Part%20I:%20Trees,%20Shrubs%20and%20Woody%20Vines
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match, earning a trip to Rock Eagle 4-H 

center to compete in the State 4-H Match, 

where they placed 6th out of 35 teams. Team 

members Nikki Burns, Justin Cummings, 

Sloan Graham, Ethan Rickett, Licas 

Schettler, and Madeline Turner also secured 

several individual awards at both matches. 

 

The Forsyth County Archery Team 

competed at the 4-H State Archery Match at 

Rock Eagle, where Maya Wood placed 5th in 

the FITA Recurve Cloverleaf Division. 

 

Learn more about these and other Forsyth 

County 4-H programs here. 

 

Spotlight on Invasive Species: 

What animal made these holes? 

What animal made these holes? Photo by H. N. Kolich 

 

Many types of animals can dig “holes” in 

our yards and garden beds, but this trail of 

shallow depressions under pushed-up mulch 

is characteristic of a unique, invasive 

mammal. It makes these “holes” as it 

searches for food. Can you identify the 

culprit from these clues?  

• It is nocturnal. 

• It eats grubs and insects. 

• It has short legs and a long tail. 

• It has armor. 

 

For answer, see “Holes” on page 7. 

 

Upcoming Extension Programs 

 
4-H Summer Day Camps in June 
Forsyth County 4-H is hosting three 

Summer Day Camps in June for kids in 4th-

8th grades. Registration of $25 per day 

includes transportation, activities, lunch, 

snack, and insurance. Day camp hours are 9 

a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

Farm Day, June 15th., Sharon Springs Park. 

In this exciting day camp, youth learn about 

Agritourism, where their food comes from, 

how to read food labels, and even get some 

hands-on gardening experience!  

Water Day, June 22nd, Sharon Springs Park. 

In some wet fun, youth learn about water 

quality, stream ecology, and more! In the 

afternoon, we’ll play wet games, so be sure 

to pack a change of clothes and shoes that 

can get wet! 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth/4-h-youth-development/specialty-clubs.html
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Bug Day, June 29th, Midway Park. Learn 

about native insects and why they are so 

important and create your own bug to take 

home! 

4-H Summer Camp at Rock Eagle – 

Some spots still available! 

Forsyth County’s Cloverleaf Campers (4th- 

6th grade) will be traveling to Rock Eagle 4-

H Center July 6-9, 2021. Transportation will 

be provided by Forsyth County school 

busses, but parents have the option to drive 

youth to camp. The registration fee of $290 

covers transportation, lodging, meals, 

activities, and a camp t-shirt. Tentative 

activities during the week include 

swimming, canoeing, archery, a nature hike, 

herpetology, lake ecology, crafts, HOP and 

outdoor recreation.    

 

Junior Campers (7th and 8th grade) will also 

have the opportunity to travel to Rock Eagle 

4-H Center this summer. Junior Camp will 

be held July 12-15, 2021. Parents are 

responsible for transporting their children to 

and from summer camp. The Georgia 4-H 

State Staff is working on finalizing details 

for the week, but it is sure to be an event that 

students do not want to miss! The cost for 

Junior Camp is $215.  

 

Visit the Forsyth County 4-H Summer Camp 

webpage for registration information. 

Summer Gardening Series 

 

Join Forsyth County Extension Agriculture 

and Natural Resources experts for a series of 

Lunch & Learn webinars on gardening. 

Each 1-hour webinar begins at noon. 

Integrated Pest Management, July 15. 

Learn about the many strategies and tools 

for preventing and controlling garden pests. 

Harvest Tips and Techniques, July 22. 

Learn when and how to harvest garden 

produce to get the best quality, flavor, and 

continued productivity. 

Seed Saving, July 29. Learn how to collect 

seeds from your favorite garden plants and 

prepare them for storage until the next 

growing season. 

Holes Answer 

If you guessed armadillo, you’re right! 

 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth/4-h-youth-development/camp-information-.html

