
 
 

1 | P a g e  
The University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
Forsyth County Extension | 5110 Piney Grove Road, Cumming, GA 30040 | uge1117@uga.edu 

 
 

Forsyth Field Notes    March 2021 
Forsyth County Cooperative Extension News 

 

 

Edible Landscaping 
By Beverly Adams 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Program Assistant 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

 

If you’ve wanted to grow vegetables or fruit 

in your yard, but have run up against HOA 

restrictions, foodscaping might be the 

answer you are looking for. Foodscaping 

takes edible plants out of unsightly 

vegetable plots and blends them into the 

landscape design. Herbs become borders, 

vegetables mingle with flowers, and spring-

blooming trees bear summer fruit. 

 

Herbs are a good choice begin a foodscaping 

plan. Perennial cooking herbs return each 

year to add seasonal accents and fragrance 

to the yard, as well as adding flavor to 

food. Some examples are oregano, thyme, 

rosemary, sage, lemongrass, chives, garlic 

chives, winter savory, mints, chamomile, 

lavender, and lovage. Many herbs are 

suitable for container growing – and those in 

the mint family should be planted in 

containers to control their spread. 

 

Annual herbs you could plant include dill, 

fennel, cilantro, basil, garlic, sweet 

marjoram, and tarragon. These herbs are 

compact; just tuck one or two plants in a 

space with a bit of room to grow. 

 

Some vegetables offer a seasonal 

appearance of groundcover. To get this 

effect, plant cool-season greens like assorted 

leaf lettuces, spinach, mustard, Swiss chard, 

collards, sorrel, burnet, parsley and 

kale. These herbs and vegetables attract the 
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Rosemary, sage, and shallots are some of the 
herbs in the edible landscape bed. Photo by J. 
Fuder, UGA Extension. 

https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4IWdO6fhOP9G309
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://www.facebook.com/UGAExtensionForsythCounty/


 
 

2 | P a g e  
The University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
Forsyth County Extension | 5110 Piney Grove Road, Cumming, GA 30040 | uge1117@uga.edu 

senses with their colors, textures, and 

fragrances. 

 

In loose soil, root vegetables like radishes, 

beets, and ferny-topped carrots make nice 

foliage displays while hiding their edible 

features below ground. Peas, pole beans, and 

cucumbers can be trained up a trellis to lift 

the eye with delicate flowers. Abundant 

foliage helps hide developing vegetables.  

 

Fruiting shrubs like blueberries can be used 

as a hedge with spring flowers (and fruit) 

and brilliant fall color. Small fruiting trees 

like figs and American hazelnut grow well 

in Georgia. If your garden has an arbor, 

consider substituting muscadines for 

climbing roses or clematis. Muscadines are 

extremely hardy and have few pest 

problems.  

 

Dwarf fruit trees stay small, fruit earlier than 

standard size trees, and can be maintained in 

large containers. Serviceberry is a small, 

multi-stemmed, native tree that is a great 

alternative to a crape myrtle. Birds love the 

blueberry-like fruit it produces. Mulberries, 

another native, are large, easy to grow trees 

that produce a delicious fruit similar to 

blackberries.   

 

Most herbs, fruit, and vegetable plants need 

full sun and well-drained soil to thrive and 

produce. Adequate water is also crucial. Run 

drip hoses or tape to the plants and cover it 

with mulch to provide efficient irrigation as 

well as disease and weed control. 

 

Hazardous Trees 
By Heather N. Kolich 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

Our recent Georgia Arbor Day celebrations 

gave us opportunities to appreciate the many 

benefits of trees. These majestic plants are 

essential elements for many ecosystems. 

They provide habitat and nourishment for 

wildlife and other plants, reduce soil 

erosion, and influence the weather. On the 

human side, trees give us beauty and shade, 

improve our physical and mental health, and 

provide economic benefits. But all like all 

living and structural things, trees can fail, 

and a failing tree can become a hazard. 

 

 

 

What makes a tree hazardous? 

In forest and natural environments, dying 

trees drop limbs, fall or collapse, and 

continue to contribute to the ecosystem. In 

settings where people are present, however, 

falling limbs and trees can cause injury, 

death, damage, and economic loss. If a 

failing tree or part of that tree is likely to fall 

on a person, pet, livestock, house, car, fence, 

or other target, it is a hazardous tree.  

 

Causes of tree failure 

Age, injury, defects, disease, weather, and 

insects can transition a tree from vigorous 

health to declining health or sudden death. 

With aging trees, decline usually progresses 

toward death over a span of years. Trees 

may struggle to overcome minor to 

moderate injuries for years, as well, but 

catastrophic injuries from storms or 

construction damage cause rapid death. 

Disease is often a secondary factor that 

hastens tree decline, since aging, injured, 

and otherwise stressed trees are less able to 

Hazardous trees are unhealthy or unsound trees 
that can cause injury or damage when they fall. 
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resist or overcome disease pathogens. Pest 

insects like boring beetles are attracted to 

stressed trees. 

 

Identifying hazardous trees 

Some signs of hazardous trees are easy to 

see. Things to look for include: 

• Leaning – Trees that lean 30 degrees 

or more with a target in their path of 

fall are hazardous. Leaning trees may 

also show stress cracks or buckling 

bark on the trunk, cracks in the soil 

surface around the tree, or decay at 

or near the base of the tree. 

• Cracks, cankers, or cavities – Large 

openings in the trunk or major 

branches indicate significant areas of 

decay that weaken tree structure. 

• Defects – Forked trunks are 

structurally weak. Dampness held in 

the fork leads to rot, with further 

weakens the fork until one side splits 

off and falls. Branches with weak 

connections can also shear away 

from the trunk. 

• Dieback – Branches that don’t leaf 

out at the ends and leafless or 

browning upper branches could 

indicate a failing root system, decay, 

or systemic fungus that blocks 

movement of water from the roots to 

branches. 

• Dead, broken, and hanging branches 

– Root system problems can cause 

branch death. Dying branches on one 

side of the tree could be a symptom 

of trunk damage or root injury on 

that side. Dead and broken branches 

pose a falling hazard. 

• Mushrooms – Growing on the trunk, 

branches, or ground around a tree, 

mushrooms are a sure sign of decay 

within the tree.  

• Standing dead trees – Although 

snags offer habitat to various wildlife 

species, these whole or partial 

standing dead trees are decomposing 

and subject to sudden collapse. 

• Trees that failed to fall – Falling and 

wind-tossed trees and branches can 

get hung up in the branches of 

nearby trees. These are falling 

hazards as natural or other forces 

will eventually dislodge them and 

bring them to the ground. 

 

 

Mitigating damage 

Trees in advanced decline – such as those 

with mushrooms – or obvious instability 

should be removed immediately. A certified 

Can you find four hazardous trees in this 
backyard? Photo by H.N. Kolich, UGA Extension 

https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist


 
 

4 | P a g e  
The University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
Forsyth County Extension | 5110 Piney Grove Road, Cumming, GA 30040 | uge1117@uga.edu 

arborist can assess, advise, and perhaps 

recommend treatment for other tree issues.  

 

Before undertaking any tree removal or 

clean-up project, please visit the UGA Saw 

Safety website for over 80 articles on 

chainsaw and tree felling safety. 

 

4-H Gears Up for Spring 

Judging Teams 
By Heather Haines 

4-H Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

 

Are you wild about wildlife? Partial to 

poultry? 4-H competitive judging teams can 

satisfy your curiosity and give you 

something to talk about!  

 

Through weekly classes and hands-on 

practice sessions, 4-H’ers dive into a variety 

of topics. Spring is the season for Wildlife 

Judging and Poultry Judging. 

 

Members of the Wildlife Judging team gain 

appreciation for wildlife by learning about 

their habitats and how to manage the 

habitats that different species need. In 

Poultry Judging, students learn standards 

used in the poultry industry and how to 

apply them to realistic decision-making 

situations around product quality and 

production economics. As 4-H’ers learn and 

prepare to compete against judging teams 

from other counties, they develop public 

speaking, critical thinking, and decision-

making skills. Both teams are accepting 4th-

12th grade students. 

 

Wildlife Judging practices will be held at the 

Forsyth County Extension Office (5110 

Piney Grove Road) from 6PM- 7:30PM 

beginning on March 2, 2021.  

 

Poultry Judging practices will be held at the 

Forsyth County Extension Office from 6PM 

-7:30PM beginning on March 3, 2021.  

 

To register for Wildlife or Poultry Judging, 

please email Heather Haines at 

heather.haines@uga.edu.  

 

Breaking Down the New 

Nutrition Label 
 

 
 

Last year, the FDA updated the information 

on food nutrition labels for the first time in 

20 years. The new labels have serving sizes 

based on what people really eat and drink, 

4-H’ers assess live hens and rank them based on 
egg productivity at the 2019 regional Poultry 
Judging contest. Photo by H.A. Haines 

https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist
https://ugaurbanag.com/saw/
https://ugaurbanag.com/saw/
mailto:heather.haines@uga.edu
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-nutrition-facts-label/whats-new-nutrition-facts-label
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-nutrition-facts-label/whats-new-nutrition-facts-label
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and some items have been dropped because 

the information is less relevant with current 

eating habits. 

 

The information on food labels can help us 

make good – and better – choices that 

benefit our health and budgets. Here’s a 

breakdown of how each item on the food 

label works in our diets. 

 

Landscape-worthy Native 

 

American fringetree (Chionanthus 

virginicus) is a small, ornamental tree native 

to the southeastern U.S. With features like 

clusters of fragrant, white flowers in the 

spring, golden-yellow leaves in the fall, a 

slow growth rate, and little need for pruning, 

American fringetrees are a worthy, low-

maintenance addition to home landscapes. A 

member of the olive family, female 

fringetrees produce small, dark fruits that 

feed songbirds and small mammals. At 

maturity, these deciduous trees are 12-20 

feet tall with about an equal spread. They 

are suited to sun and partial shade settings. 

For the Arbor Day Celebration in February, 

a local nursery donated the American 

fringetree planted at Cumming City Park. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Extension Programs 
 

Vegetable and Small Fruit Production 

March 4-April 25, 2021, 7-9 p.m. 

Seven-session online course, Thursdays.  

Registration fee: $60 

Email uge1117@uga.edu for registration. 

 

4-H Summer Camp – Save the Date! 

July 6-9 – Cloverleaf Camp at Rock Eagle 

July 12-15 – Junior Camp at Rock Eagle 

More details coming soon! 

 

 

We Need Your Feedback 
Please complete this short survey to let us 

know what’s important to you in 2021.  
 

American fringetree in full, fragrant, spring bloom. 
Photo courtesy of Clemson University Extension. 

Youth volunteers help Forsyth County Master 
Naturalists plant an American fringetree at the 
Arbor Day Celebration. Photo by H.N. Kolich 

https://foodtalk.org/blog/food-label-facts
mailto:uge1117@uga.edu
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4IWdO6fhOP9G309

