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Garden Tool Maintenance – 

Before You Store! 
By Shannon Kennedy 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

 

 

 

Often when the weather gets cold, people 

retreat indoors for hot cocoa and holiday 

movies. While this is a wonderful way to 

spend the winter, it often results in a rough 

garden re-entry in spring.  

 

 

 

Before we mellow into hibernation mode, 

it’s a good idea to spend some time cleaning 

and repairing our garden tools. This is 

important for preserving that favorite spade 

and those special-purchase pruners. So, 

gather up those tools, some sandpaper, WD-

40, and a warm cup of coffee for a little 

workshop quiet-time.  

 

Step one is removing any leftover dirt, sap, 

or plant residue. Sometimes, this only needs 

a little elbow grease and a wire brush, but 

other times, soap and water are in order. If 

there is a buildup of sap on the tools, a 

solvent like alcohol or turpentine will help 

remove it. Dry the tool and give it a good 

inspection for rust. Use sandpaper or steel 

wool to remove rust everywhere you find it. 

Once the metal is clean and dry, apply a thin 

coating of WD-40 or another light machine 

or engine oil to protect the metal through 

winter. Wipe away excess oil with a clean, 

dry cloth.  

 

While going through this process, take care 

of wooden handles, too, so you don’t end up 

with splinters next spring. Make sure the 

handles are clean, and then inspect them for 

rough spots or splinters. Trim off any 

splinters and sand away leftover rough 

spots. Once this process is complete, apply a 

light coat of linseed or mineral oil to 

preserve the wood, wiping away the excess.  

 

Pruners, shovels, hoes, and chisels all have a 

cutting blade, so check these edges for 
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damage. If the blades are chipped or dull, 

sharpen them using a file or whetstone. 

Make sure to put on eye protection and 

gloves to protect from flying metal shards 

before starting this process. While working 

on the blades of a tool, secure the tool with a 

clamp or vise so the blade doesn’t slip while 

you’re working on it. Make long strokes in 

one direction to sharpen the blade, 

especially if using a file, and try to maintain 

the original angle of the blade’s edge.  

 

For things like scissors and pruning shears, 

you may need to disassemble the tool to 

make sure it gets properly cleaned and 

sharpened. Clamp the tool to your work 

surface where you can see the head of the 

bolt and nut. Use a machine or engine oil to 

lubricate the joint as you disassemble the 

pivot, and make sure to keep track of the 

order of the parts for easy reassembly.  

 

As you disassemble the tool, clean, sharpen, 

or replace parts as necessary. Some 

manufacturers have online resources that 

describe the best maintenance practices for 

the tool.  

 

Power equipment needs winter storage prep, 

too. Clean grass clippings and debris from 

lawn mowers, weed eaters, and similar 

equipment, and empty the fuel tanks or add 

a fuel stabilizer so the fuel doesn’t degrade 

in the machinery. Lastly, check the spark 

plugs, change the oil, and check the air 

filters. This quick maintenance list will 

ensure that your power equipment will start 

when you pull them out in spring. 

 

Make sure to exercise caution when working 

with your equipment, especially when 

working with tools that have a bladed edge.  

Always use the appropriate protective 

equipment and a healthy dose of caution to 

prevent injury. If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Forsyth County 

Extension. Happy honing!   

 

Radon: Deadly, Invisible, and 

Present All Over 
By Pamela Turner 

UGA Extension Housing Specialist 

 

Radon is an odorless, colorless gas that 

causes around 800 deaths in Georgia each 

year. Every January, the UGA Radon 

Program urges Georgians to test for the 

presence of radon gas in their homes. 

 

As part of COVID-19 pandemic safety 

measures, many of us are spending more 

time at home. This makes it even more 

important that we test our homes for radon, 

the second leading cause of lung cancer and 

the leading cause of lung cancer among non-

smokers. 

 

Radon is a naturally occurring gas that 

comes from the breakdown of uranium in 

soil and rock. Granite rock often has high 

levels of uranium, which is part of why 

radon is such a persistent problem in 

Georgia. The gas seeps out of the soil and 

rises up into homes through crawlspaces, 

foundations, and basements. 

 

Radon is a naturally occurring gas. Because it is 
invisible and odorless, testing is required to detect 
radon in homes and well water. 
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Fortunately, testing for radon gas is simple 

and inexpensive. A short-term radon test is 

hung in the lowest level of the home for 

three to seven days, then mailed to the 

laboratory. Homeowners receive results 

after the lab processes the test kit.  

 

Tests can be purchased from the UGA 

Radon Program website (radon.uga.edu) or a 

hardware or big box store. During the month 

of January 2021, Georgians can receive $5 

off their online radon test kit order at 

(radon.uga.edu) by using the code 

NRAM2021 at checkout. 

 

To receive a FREE radon testing kit for your 

home, attend the Radon Education 

Webinar hosted by Forsyth County 

Extension at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, January 26, 

2021. Register here. 

 

If the radon level in your home is high, you 

can install a radon reduction system. A 

radon reduction (or radon mitigation) system 

reduces high levels of indoor radon to 

acceptable levels. The system most 

frequently used is a vent pipe system and fan 

that pulls radon from beneath the house and 

vents it to the outside. 

 

Radon exposure from drinking water is 

primarily a concern in private wells. In 

Georgia, wells drilled into granitic 

crystalline rock aquifers, usually in the 

northern part of the state, are at risk of 

naturally occurring radon contamination. 

This is where the uranium that decays to 

radon can be found at higher levels. If you 

don’t know whether there is radon in your 

well water, have the water tested. The UGA 

Agricultural and Environmental Services 

Laboratories in Athens test water samples 

for the presence of radon. To get a water 

testing kit, contact your local UGA 

Extension office or call 1-800-ASK-UGA1. 

Journeyman Farmer Program 

Goes Virtual for 2021 
By Heather N. Kolich 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent 

 

Forsyth County Extension is accepting 

registrations for the Spring 2021 

Journeyman Farmer Program. The two-part 

training program will be offered as weekly, 

live, online classes, starting with the four-

session Small Farm Business Planning 

Course on Thursday evenings in February 

2021. The seven-session Vegetable and 

Small Fruit Production Course will follow in 

March and April.  

 

What is the Journeyman Farmer Program? 

The Journeyman Farmer Program is a two-

part education program for new and 

beginning farmers that was developed by 

University of Georgia Extension. It has been 

offered throughout the state and was last 

hosted in Forsyth County in 2018. To make 

the program accessible to more people, the 

2021 Journeyman Farmer course will be an 

online distance education experience. 

Participants may register for both parts of 

the program or for either course. 

 

Part 1: Small Farm Business Planning 

Course. In partnership with the UGA Small 

Business Development Center, Part 1 of the 

Journeyman Farmer Program covers several 

business management aspects of agricultural 

production. In four online, evening classes, 

participants will learn about market research 

and analysis, business plan development, 

A partnership between UGA Extension, the Small 
Business Development Center, and USDA, the 
Journeyman Farmer Program trains new and 
beginning farmers in business and production 
practices for a successful enterprise. 

https://www.fcs.uga.edu/extension/home-radon
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/extension/home-radon
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_71fMEMTE2p9Kbdz
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recordkeeping, budget planning and tools, 

product marketing, and much more. Classes 

meet February 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2021 

from 7-9 p.m. 

 

Part 2: Vegetable and Small Fruit 

Production Course. In Part 2, participants 

will learn the basics of vegetable and small 

fruit production for the small farm grower. 

We’ll begin with the basis of all food 

production, soil, in session one. Through the 

remaining six sessions, we’ll cover crop 

selection, seasonality, propagation and 

planting, pest management, irrigation, 

equipment, harvest and post-harvest food 

safety, the Food Safety Modernization Act, 

and marketing your produce. Classes meet 

7-9 p.m. on Thursdays from March 4 

through April 15, 2021. 

 

Who can benefit from Journeyman Farmer 

training? 

The Small Farm Business Planning 

Course is beneficial for both livestock 

producers and fresh produce growers who 

are considering or beginning a farming 

operation. It can also benefit experienced 

producers who need some help getting a 

handle on the business side of things. 

 

The Vegetable and Small Fruit 

Production Course is geared toward new or 

beginning small farm growers and people 

who are considering starting a small farm 

produce operation. It is specific to field-

grown produce. 

 

How do I register? 

Participants may choose to take just one part 

of the Journeyman Farmer Program, or to 

register for both. Participants who register 

for both parts of the program at the same 

time will receive a discounted price over 

registering for each part separately. 

Registration forms are available on the 

Forsyth County Extension website . 

Program cost 

Journeyman Farmer Program (Parts 1 

and 2) 

Receive a discounted price of $75 when you 

register for the entire program by January 

25, 2021. Program fee increases to $85 on 

January 26, 2021. 

  

Part 1: Small Farm Business Planning 

Course (only) 

Registration for the Small Farm Business 

Planning course before January 25, 2021 is 

$35. After January 25, course fee increases 

to $40. 

 

Part 2: Vegetable and Small Fruit 

Production Course (only) 

Registration for the Vegetable and Small 

Fruit Production course before February 15, 

2021 is $50. Course fee increases to $60 on 

February 16, 2021. 

 

For more information about the Journeyman 

Farmer Program, call Forsyth County 

Extension at 770-887-2418 or visit UGA 

Sustainable Agriculture. 

 

Get Ready for Annual 4-H 

Public Speaking Contest 
By Heather Haines 

UGA Extension 4-H Agent 

 

Who’s afraid of public speaking? Not 

Forsyth County 4-H’ers! Through the 4-H 

core educational program Project 

Achievement, 4-H students develop 

leadership, creativity, public speaking, 

record keeping, and other skills that will 

empower them for a lifetime. 

 

Who can participate in Project 

Achievement? 

Project achievement is open to Cloverleaf 4-

H’ers (4th-6th grades), who may compete at 

the school, county, and district levels; and 

Junior and Senior 4-H’ers (7th-12th grades), 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://sustainagga.caes.uga.edu/about/sustainable-agriculture-programs-and-events/journeyman-farmer-certificate-program/journeyman-farmer-certificate-program-components.html
https://sustainagga.caes.uga.edu/about/sustainable-agriculture-programs-and-events/journeyman-farmer-certificate-program/journeyman-farmer-certificate-program-components.html
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who compete at the district level with 

opportunities to advance to state and 

national level contests. 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Project Achievement work? 

First, 4-H students choose a topic that 

interests them – something they like so 

much they really want to tell other people 

about it. Then they do some research to gain 

a deeper understanding of the topic. Next, 

they write a short speech that hits on three 

important points of the topic and create a 

visual aid to help illustrate these points. 

Finally, students give their speech to an 

audience and a panel of judges at the Project 

Achievement public speaking competition. 

Students may also compete with performing 

arts projects that require singing, dancing, or 

playing a musical instrument. 

 

At the Junior and Senior level, 4-H’ers also 

create a portfolio that highlights the work 

they have done in their project area over the 

past 12 months. Portfolios are judged 

separately by UGA Extension professionals 

from around the state. 

 

When is the Project Achievement Public 

Speaking Competition? 

The Forsyth County competition for 

Cloverleaf 4-H’ers will be held on February 

12, 2021. Portfolios for Junior and Senior 4-

H’ers are due to the Extension/ 4-H Office 

by February 1, 2021. Youth interested in 

participating in Project Achievement can 

register by emailing Heather Haines at 

heather.haines@uga.edu.  

 

New Extension Publications 
Below are some new UGA Extension 

publications that may be helpful this season. 

 

Lawns in Georgia: Selection and Species 

 

Chainsaw Safety: The Five Step Tree 

Felling Plan 

 

Household Water Quality: Mercury in Your 

Water 

 

Upcoming Extension Programs 
 

Food Safety Document Development for 

Small Food Processors 

January 26, 2021, Noon-1 p.m. 

In this free webinar, food safety experts will 

discuss the documents required for small-

scale producers (with less than $1 million in 

sales per year) to achieve exemption from 

many Food Safety Modernization Act 

requirements, present the basic requirements 

for good manufacturing practices, and 

discuss ways to protect businesses from the 

impacts of COVID-19. Small food 

businesses, farm market managers, and 

directors of shared-use kitchens will benefit 

from this program. Find more information 

and register at https://bit.ly/39ByNyY . 

Forsyth County 4-H student Sara Pawlik gave a 
presentation on dolphin training at the 2019 
District Project Achievement public speaking 
competition. 

mailto:heather.haines@uga.edu
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B1533-1
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=c1220
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=c1220
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=c858-13
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=c858-13
https://bit.ly/39ByNyY
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Radon Education Webinar 

January 26, 2021, 7-8 p.m. 

January is Radon Awareness month. In this 

free webinar, UGA Radon Educator Derek 

Cooper will provide information and answer 

questions about the causes and risks of 

radon gas in homes and well water, as well 

as testing and mitigation methods. As an 

added bonus, webinar attendees are eligible 

to claim a free in-air radon testing kit from 

the UGA Radon Education Program. 

Register here. 

 

Journeyman Farmer Program - Online 

Thursdays, February-April 2021, 7-9 p.m. 

 

UGA Extension is offering the Journeyman 

Farmer Program online for 2021. The two-

part program includes the Small Farm 

Business Planning course (4 classes) and the 

Vegetable and Small Fruit Production 

course (7 classes). Each course may also be 

taken independently. 

 

 

Journeyman Farmer Program schedule: 

 

Part 1 – Small Farm Business Planning 

Course 

February 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2021, 7-9 p.m. 

Four-session course covers numerous 

aspects of business planning and 

management. 

 

Part 2 – Vegetable and Small Fruit 

Production Course 

March 4-April 25, 2021, 7-9 p.m. 

Seven-session course covers numerous 

critical aspects of field production and 

marketing of vegetable and small fruit crops.  

 

Journeyman Farmer Program costs: 

Full program, early-bird pricing: $75 

when you register for both courses (parts 1 

& 2) before January 25, 2021. 

 

Full program after January 25, 2021: $85 

 

Small Farm Business Planning course 

only, early-bird pricing: $35 when you 

register before January 25, 2021. 

 

Small Farm Business Planning course only, 

registration after January 25, 2021: $40 

 

Vegetable and Small Fruit Production 

course only, early-bird pricing: $50 when 

you register before February 15, 2021. 

 

Vegetable and Small Fruit Production 

course only, registration after February 15, 

2021: $60 

 

Journeyman Farmer Program registration 

forms are available on the Forsyth County 

Extension website.  

 

Got Questions? 
Please visit our website, call us at 770-887-

2418, or email uge1117@uga.edu. 
 

https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_71fMEMTE2p9Kbdz
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
mailto:uge1117@uga.edu

