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Take an Outdoor Adventure at 

a Georgia Farm 
By Heather N. Kolich 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Strawberry picking is one family-friendly, spring-season, 
Georgia farm activity. Photo by Rich Smith on Unsplash. 

 

With warmer weather, outdoor adventures 

are beckoning us to go play, explore, and 

learn. Georgia agritourism offers many 

different outdoor activities in the 

neighborhood or within daytrip distance. 

And just in time, the 2021 Farm Bureau 

Farm Passport is ready for pick-up at local 

Farm Bureau and UGA Extension offices. 

 

What is a Farm Passport? 

Because most Georgia farms are family 

owned and operated, each one has individual 

character. From apples to zucchini, Georgia 

farm commodities directly contribute $13 

billion to our state economy. The food, fiber, 

and timber that farmers produce supports 

other industries, like trucking, processing, 

and retail stores, and compounds the 

economic value to $70.1 billion in output 

while creating over 359,000 jobs. 

Agritourism is another opportunity that 

many Georgia farms offer. 

 

The Farm Passport is a guide to over 80 

Certified Farm Markets throughout Georgia 

that welcome patrons to enjoy a variety of 

activities, such as picking your own fruit, 

wandering a corn maze, petting farm 

animals, participating in festivals and special 

events, on-farm dining, and direct sales of 

locally produced foods. With each visit to a 

unique farm, passport holders collect a 

stamp in their booklet. More stamps mean 

more options for prizes when you return the 

passport to Georgia Farm Bureau. 

 

Suggestions for Planning Farm Visits 

By month. Because Georgia farmers produce 

such a variety of products, there are reasons 

to visit farms year-round. For example, 

April is strawberry season, so you can start 

your Georgia Farm adventure with a u-pick 

outing to Warbington Farms right here in 

Cumming (www.warbingtonfarms.com). 

Other North Georgia farms welcoming 

visitors in April include Hillside Orchard 
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Farms in Lakemont (Rabun County), 

Jaemore Farms in Alto (Hall County), and 

Mercier Orchards in Blue Ridge (Fannin 

County). The Passport indicates which 

months individual farms are open to visitors. 

 

By product. Are you on a mission to find the 

perfect apple? Then a visit to Gilmer 

County, the Apple Capital of Georgia, in the 

fall is in order. Looking for locally produced 

beef? Farms offering beef and other Georgia 

grown meats include Warbington Farms, 

Chisholm Hill Farm (Madison County), and 

Jensen Reserve (Walton County). 

Horticulture farms offer native and other 

ornamental plants and trees to enhance your 

landscape. Choosing and cutting the perfect 

tree at a local Christmas tree farm could 

become a generational family tradition. The 

Passport lists the different products grown or 

sold at each destination. 

 

By activity. Many Georgia agritourism farms 

offer seasonal activities, such as festivals, 

corn mazes, hayrides, and petting farms. 

Some also offer venues for private events, 

such as weddings and birthday parties. The 

Passport includes activity icons for each 

participating farm. 

 

By trail. Find a Georgia Agritourism or farm 

trail to follow, like the Georgia Foothills 

Wine Trail or the North Georgia Farm Trail. 

Hit the road and follow the signs to a variety 

of destinations, including farm-to-table 

restaurants, alpaca farms, and farmers 

markets. Visit Explore Georgia at 

https://www.exploregeorgia.org/ and 

Georgia Grown at 

https://georgiagrown.com/ to map your 

destinations. 

 

At home. If your back yard is your perfect 

destination, get tips on home gardening with 

the Forsyth County Extension Connect with 

Food Gardening videos on the UGA 

Extension Forsyth County YouTube 

channel. Please also check our website for 

upcoming classes. 

 

Controlling Pests: An 

integrated approach 
By Shannon Kennedy 

ANR Educator 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

 

Spring has sprung, and those warming 

temperatures have many of us outside 

planting – and fighting weeds.  

 

Unfortunately, spring heralds the arrival of 

pests of all kinds. The gut reaction of many 

gardeners is to grab a spray bottle from the 

shelf and dose the offender with a generous 

coating of pesticide. But there are many 

more tools and tactics for pest control. 

Integrated pest management (IPM) is a 

system of pest control that encourages 

utilizing all of the tools in our toolbox to 

prevent and manage pest problems while 

Georgia vineyards offer wine tasting and other activities. 
Photo by Chelsea Pridham on Unsplash. 

https://www.exploregeorgia.org/
https://georgiagrown.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL12jdxUv_VKw4VDz9hm54OaZfaBXsEkkz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL12jdxUv_VKw4VDz9hm54OaZfaBXsEkkz
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/forsyth.html
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minimizing risk to people, wildlife, and the 

environment.  

 

Knowledge is the first tool in our IPM 

toolbox. To gain knowledge, scout your 

garden often so you know when a new pest 

appears in your landscape. Then you can 

identify the pest and keep tabs on how many 

of them are present in your landscape. Once 

you discover what the pest is then you can 

research its lifecycle, learn what treatments 

work against them, and when in the lifecycle 

to apply a treatment. Some pests are only 

vulnerable during certain stages of their life, 

so knowledge about the pest is imperative to 

finding successful control methods. 
 

Scouting plants for signs of pest problems, like chewed 
leaves, frass, and damaging insects, is a continuous activity 
in IPM. Japanese beetles (top) and leafhoppers (bottom) are 
common summer plant pests. Photo by H.N. Kolich 

 

Prevention is a power tool. Good pest 

control always starts with prevention, and 

there are many, simple actions we can take 

to prevent pest outbreaks.  

• Choose plants to match the 

conditions of the planting site. This 

reduces environmental stress and 

helps the plant stay healthy. 

Thriving, healthy plants are more 

able to resist pests and diseases on 

their own.  

• Rotate crops in your garden. Moving 

annual plants to different locations 

each year moves them away from 

host-specific pests that persist in the 

soil. Without a host plant, those 

pathogens populations decline over 

time.  

• Clean up. Simple sanitation, such as 

removing and destroying infected 

plants from your landscape, is 

incredibly important for preventing 

the spread of disease.  

• Apply mulch. Mulch creates a barrier 

between plants and soil-borne 

diseases. It also has stress-reducing 

benefits, such as weed prevention, 

soil moisture retention, and soil 

temperature moderation. 

• Shut out pests. Fencing can be 

effective for excluding larger pests, 

like deer, from garden areas. Low 

hoop houses or row covers create 

barriers to insect pests. Select 

resistant varieties of plants to reduce 

losses to known pests in the 

environment.  

 

Goals are another tool in pest management. 

As many gardeners are aware, our gardens 

and landscapes will never be perfectly pest-

free; for this reason, it’s important to decide 

how much damage you can tolerate and still 

meet your gardening goal. In a home flower 

garden, this tolerance may be higher than in 

a farmer’s soybean field since losing the 

flowers won’t mean losing your income. 

Determining this tolerance threshold – along 

with regular pest scouting – will inform you 

of when it’s time to take pest control action. 

 

When pest pressure reaches the 

predetermined threshold, control options 

include physical controls, biological 

controls, and chemical controls. Physical 

controls should be your first course of 

action; this includes actions such as weeding 
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and hand-removal of caterpillars. Biological 

control uses living things like predators to 

combat pest species. Chemical control 

should be the last resort in an integrated pest 

management plan because without the other 

management tools, it is often a temporary 

fix. Integrated pest management uses all 

three of these control methods to create a 

comprehensive program that is more 

effective than any of the individual parts. 

Pest prevention is the foundation of integrated pest 
management. Chemical control is the tool of last resort. 

 

Because pests are seasonal, integrated pest 

management is a continuous process. After 

putting a plan into action, keep records on 

how it is working. Make notes of the action 

taken and observe your plants to see if the 

pest population decreases. If so, continue the 

action and record it for repetition next 

season. Make notes of when the damage 

levels on your plants fall below the 

acceptable damage threshold. This last step 

feeds back into the first step of integrated 

pest management: monitoring. If you need 

help with any step of developing an 

integrated pest management plan, reach out 

to Forsyth County Extension, we would be 

happy to help! 

 

 

4-H Summer Camp is Back! 
By Heather Haines 

4-H Agent 

UGA Extension Forsyth County 

Archery is one of many activities kids can do at 4-H summer 
camp. Photo courtesy of UGA. 

 

Last summer, many kids and parents were 

disappointed when UGA Extension made 

the difficult decision to cancel summer camp 

due to COVID-19. However, Georgia 4-H is 

excited to announce that summer camp will  

return for the summer of 2021. Georgia 4-H 

is committed to providing an outstanding 

summer camp experience and has developed 

health and safety plans to provide a great 

week of camp for youth while COVID-19 

restrictions remain in effect. One big change 

is that the camping week has been shortened 

to a four-day, three-night event. This change 

was made to provide enough time for 

thorough cleaning between camping groups. 

Here’s more information about changes for 

this year’s camping season. 

 

Forsyth County’s Cloverleaf Campers (4th- 

6th grade) will be traveling to Rock Eagle 4-

H Center July 6-9, 2021. This year, parents 

are responsible for transporting youth to and 

from summer camp. The cost for camp is 

$290. The price covers lodging, meals, 

activities, and a camp t-shirt. Tentative 

activities during the week include 

swimming, canoeing, archery, a nature hike, 

herpetology, lake ecology, crafts, HOP and 

outdoor recreation. Families who were 

Ch
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ical
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Mechanical

Cultural/

Sanitation

Prevention

https://georgia4h.org/4-h-centers/summer-camp/covidsafety/
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registered last summer and did not have to 

opportunity to attend can begin registering 

on April 1. If spots are still available, open 

registration will begin on April 2. In an 

effort to keep the Extension staff, parents, 

and youth safe, registration will be held 

online via Qualtrics. The link will be 

available on the summer camp tab on the 

Forsyth County Extension website.   

 

Junior Campers (7th and 8th grade) will also 

have the opportunity to travel to Rock Eagle 

4-H Center this summer. Junior Camp will 

be held July 12-15, 2021. Parents are 

responsible for transporting their children to 

and from summer camp. The Georgia 4-H 

State Staff is working on finalizing details 

for the week, but it is sure to be an event that 

students do not want to miss! The cost for 

Junior Camp is $215.  

 

For more information on local activities and 

how to get involved in Forsyth County 4-H 

this year, contact the Forsyth County 

Extension Office at 770-887-2418 or send 

an email to uge1117@uga.edu. 

In Forsyth County, 4-H is supported by The 

University of Georgia, Forsyth County 

Board of Commissioners, Forsyth County 

Board of Education, and United Way of 

Forsyth County.    

Landscape-worthy Native Tree 

 
The striking flowers of native pawpaw trees transform into an 
edible fruit with high food value. Photo by H.N. Kolich. 

 

Pawpaws (Asimina triloba) are small, hardy, 

native trees that make a lovely addition to 

landscapes. While many trees boast spring 

blooms, pawpaw flowers turn into edible 

fruit that feeds people as well as wildlife. 

The tree is the host plant for zebra 

swallowtail butterflies. They are shade-

tolerant and feature large leaves that deer 

don’t care to eat. Pawpaws are blooming 

now along the Big Creek Greenway at 

Bethelview (look for the pawpaw sign) and 

at the Sustainable Community Orchard at 

Chattahoochee Pointe Park.  

 

Upcoming Extension Programs 
UGA Extension’s Heather Kolich and 

Shannon Kennedy partner with Forsyth 

County Public Library to offer: 

 

Landscape Basics: Tasks, tools, & timing.  

Wednesday, April 21, 7 p.m., online. 

Register 

Hosting Native Pollinators 

Wednesday, April 28, 7 p.m., online. 

Register 

https://www.uky.edu/hort/Pawpaw
https://www.forsythpl.org/event/4966956
https://www.forsythpl.org/event/4966947

