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NEWS & EVENTS 

Summer is here!, and gardens are producing.  

Stop by the office and pick up a book to help you      

preserve the harvest. Elbert County Extension      

is pleased to have copies of the 6th Edition of a   

popular cookbook, So Easy to Preserve. Chapters 

in the 388-page book include Preserving Food, 

Canning, Pickled Products, Sweet Spreads and 

Syrups, Freezing and Drying. So Easy to Preserve 

cookbooks are $18 each and make wonderful  

gifts, come by the office to purchase one,                  

preparing for harvest this year or next. 

Tuesday August 24th –Wednesday August 25th 

Elbert County Extension Office                  

ServSafe™ Manager Training is scheduled for      

August 24-25th.You must pre-register for the class 

by August 10th.The cost of the class is $140. The 

cost to re-test with the 7th Edition Book with the 2017 

Food Code is $60. The class will be held at the Elbert 

County Extension Office which is located in the Old 

Beaverdam Elementary School. For more               

information, contact Christa Campbell at               

(706)283-2037. 

ServSafe Manager Training Course 

Garden Tips for August 
Ornamentals 

 Watch for bagworms on junipers and other narrow-
leaf evergreen shrubs. 

 Fertilize hollies if berry set is heavy. 

 Prune shrubs – do NOT prune azaleas and camelli-
as. 

 Remove old crape myrtle flowers as soon as the  
color fades. 

 Spray pyracantha for lace bugs with systemic  

insecticide. 

Flowers 

 Continue to spray roses for insect and disease con-

trol at weekly intervals. Check marigolds for mites. 

 Fertilize roses. Plant iris. 

 Renew mulches in beds. 

Turf 

 Water during extreme drought. 

 Fertilize lawn grasses except Centipede grass. 

 Replace dead patches if necessary. 

 

 

 

Fruit and Nuts 

 Prune out old fruiting canes on blackberries. 

 Prune peach trees and fertilize in late August. 

 Continue disease sprays. 

Vegetables 

 Plant cabbage, collards, beets, lettuce, radishes,  
Chinese cabbage, turnips, kale, mustard and rape; 
plant carrots later in month. 

 In order to calculate the planting date, determine the 
frost date and count back the number of days to 
maturity plus 18 days for harvest of the crop. If snap 
beans mature in 55 days and your frost date is  
Nov. 15th, you should plant on or before Sept. 3rd. 

 Start plants for broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower,  
collards, kale, and onions in a half-shaded area for  
setting out in September. 

 Prepare soil for September to October plantings of 
"cool-season" crops. Apply fertilizer and prepare 
seed so rains will settle the rows and make it easier 
to get seeds to germinate when they are planted. 

 If watering is necessary to get a stand, open the  
furrow for seed, pour in water, plant seed, and    
cover. Use starter solution on the transplanted 
crops. 

So Easy To Preserve 
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Rainy Days & Nights In Georgia May Lead To More Mold 
By Christa Campbell 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 

 Heavy rains can produce an explosion of mold. Molds produce spores that spread through 

the air and form new mold growths or colonies when the conditions are right. Mold just needs    

moisture and organic matter to grow. It not only damages your property, it can also impact your 

health. New mold colonies can form in as little as 3 days, so you need to act quickly. 

 

 Generally you do not need to test mold. It is better to spend your money and effort on     

cleaning it up. If you have health concerns or mold has spread throughout your home, consider    

hiring a reputable firm that is trained in dealing with water damage and mold remediation. There   

are no licensing requirements in Georgia so shop carefully, obtain written quotes and do not pay     

in advance for the work. 

 

If you need to, or choose to clean up on your own, follow the EPA guidelines below for safe removal 

of mold. 
 

1. Wear protective gear during cleanup. Reduce skin exposure by wearing gloves, long sleeves,   

long pants and sturdy shoes. To avoid breathing spores or fragments, wear a respirator rated N-95 

or higher. To protect your eyes wear goggles. 

2. Isolate work areas and ventilate to outdoors. Cleaning disturbs mold colonies which can result   

in a large release of spores into the air. Seal off the areas being cleaned. Open windows and do   

not run the air conditioning system during cleanup. 

3. Remove and discard moldy materials. You may want to throw out porous or contaminated      

materials. This includes carpeting, carpet padding, mattresses, and paper products. If the wall  

board or insulation have gotten wet from a flood situation, cut away the wet wallboard and remove 

the damp insulation. Dispose of them and replace with new materials. If textile products are          

affected, you may be able to wash them. To reduce the release of mold spores, cover moldy        

material with plastic sheeting before removing them from your home. 

4. Clean all surfaces with a damp sponge or cloth and a mild detergent. You do not need to use 

bleach or a disinfectant. 

5. Flush the air. After cleaning and disinfecting, air the space out, using fans in windows. 

6. Dry the area as quickly as possible. Once the area has been cleaned and you have done an air 

flush, you can close the windows and use air conditioning, fans and a dehumidifier to speed the   

drying process. 

7. Remain on mold alert. Continue looking for signs of moisture 

or new mold growth. 

 

To view the EPA publication mentioned above, visit the following 

link  https://www.epa.gov/mold/mold-cleanup-your-home           

or for more information contact Christa Campbell at the           

Elbert County Extension office (706)283-2037. 
 

https://www.epa.gov/mold/mold-cleanup-your-home
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4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Summer Historical Agriculture and Natural Resources Tour:                                            

A Tri-County tour exploring the local history and natural resources in Elbert, 
Hart, and Wilkes Counties. 

Forestry and Lumber at Wilkes County 

24.8 million acres of Georgia is forest land. Elbert County  
4-H students designed and painted wooden pallet signs 
and ate lunch at Fievet’s Pharmacy. Andrew Warner,    
ANR Agent, sponsored tours of the Georgia Forestry           
Commission with Keith Murphy, Forester, and the National 
Resources Conservation Services featuring Robert Smith 
and Chris Amos, soil conservationists. Students learned 
about increment borers, soil series, and land and forestry 
judging.                                      

 

Granite at Elbert County  

Elbert County, named for brigadier general 
and governor Samuel Elbert, is the Granite 
Capital of the World. 4-H’ers painted rock 
animal crafts and granite sprawls, had 
lunch at Home Sweet Home, and visited 
Burton Granite Shed, where they viewed a 
real diamond blade saw and polisher. 4-H 
Agent Lauren Dye also showed them a      
thought-provoking video about the Georgia 
Guidestones and took them on driving 
tours of the Granite Bowl and Veteran’s 
Cemetery. Matthew Pruitt from the Elberton 
Granite Association took students on      
expeditions to the Elberton Granite        
Museum & Exhibit and a granite quarry. 

                                                               
Water at Hart County 

Hart County is the only county in Georgia named  
after a woman: Georgia frontierswoman and      
American Revolutionary hero Nancy Hart. Lake  
Hartwell is also named for her! Kathy Pfaender and 
Linda Harris opened the Hart County Historical    
Museum: Teasley-Holland house (one-story frame 
Victorian style structure built c. 1881) for Elbert 
County 4-H students to explore. They went on a 
walking tour of historic Hartwell and Russell Visitor 
Center, Dam and Lake: one of the three dams     
constructed by the Savannah River project for flood 
control and hydropower generation. The students 
then took full advantage of the water recreation    
opportunities created by the dam construction by 
swimming in the Lake Russell beach area. 
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      County Extension Coordinator and County Extension Agent, FACS 
      christaa@uga.edu  |  706-283-2037 
 
County Extension Agent, ANR | uge1105@uga.edu | 706-283-2037 
 
Lauren Dye 
       County Extension Agent, 4-H | lmdye@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 
         
Sophie Walsky                                                                                                                                      
 County Extension 4-H Program Assistant | emiko.walsky@uga.edu | 706-283-2037   
                                  
Trisha Willis 
     County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 

Elbert County Extension 
1088 Ruckersville Rd. 

Elberton, GA 30635 
 

Phone: 706-283-2037 
Fax: 706-283-2038 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.ugaextension.org/elbert 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
UGA Extension - Elbert County 

Elbert County 4-H 

CONTACT US 

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its 
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal 

Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Elbert County at State Congress 2021                                   

     Since 1942, State Congress has been the premier competition and recognition event for high school age   

Georgia 4-H’ers.  Held each year in Atlanta, State Congress is a four-day event that hosts various contests,       

recognizes 4-H scholarship recipients, and honors state 4-H winners in a variety of projects and competitions.  

Throughout the week, we highlight outstanding 4-H student-led service projects, professionals, friends, private  

donors, and public officials for their contributions to the success of 4-H in Georgia. The cornerstone of the week is 

the state level Georgia 4-H Project Achievement competition. Over 200 youth from across Georgia delivered 10 to 

12-minute presentations in various project areas and met with judges to discuss their portfolio of project work, 

leadership, and service. 

     Elbert County 4-H had two 4-H’ers qualify to attend Georgia 4-H State Congress in the Project Achievement    

competition. Annabelle Kidd, a rising junior in high school, earned a trip 

to Atlanta by sweepstakes in the Performing Arts – General Project.   

Annabelle placed second at the district level and advanced to state due 

to the number of participants in the category. She performed a baton  

routine, as she is also an Elbert County Blue Devil Majorette, and placed 

third in the state competition. Emma Williams, a rising college freshman, 

secured her trip to Atlanta by winning first place in the Performing Arts – 

Vocal Project at the district level. She sang “When He Sees Me,” by Sara 

Bareilles and placed in the top five in the state competition. Emma has 

been a student in the Elbert County Chorus Program since 6th grade.  

     Georgia 4-H State Congress indicates the end of a program year in 

Georgia 4-H, and also the end of the camping program during the     

summer. Elbert County 4-H had two alumni serve as Camp Counselors 

at Rock Eagle 4-H Center in 2021, Madison Brown and Michaela Brown. 

Michaela was recognized at the Leadership Banquet during State     

Congress for working as the Muskogee Mico (leadership) over the    

summer.  

     Camille Johnson was recognized during the Annual Banquet as a 
Master 4-H’er for winning the special event, Senior Contest Events, at 
the Georgia 4-H State Horse Show. Camille and her horse, Peppy, 
earned this honor competing in Stake Race, Cone Weaving, Pole    
Bending, Cloverleaf Barrels and Arena Race this past June.  

http://ugaextension.org/elbert

