
 

Elbert County Extension Newsletter  July 2021 

NEWS & EVENTS 

Garden Tips for July 

Lunch & Learn: Pond Health and Fish Kills in 
Residential Ponds  

Ornamentals 
 Fertilize shrubs. 
 Water shrubs under trees more often. 
 Watch shrubs carefully for water stress — keep  

adequate water supplied. 
 Check shrubs for insects; control where necessary. 
 Watch for powdery mildew on crape myrtle and   

apply fungicide where damage is severe. 
 

Flowers 
 Remove old flowers on annuals. 
 Fertilize annuals and perennials. 
 Seed biennials and perennials. 
 Fertilize roses. 

Turf 
 Fertilize Bermuda, Zoysia, St. Augustine, and  

Centipede grass. 
Houseplants 

 Fertilize every two weeks. 
Fruit and Nuts 

 Continue timely application of insecticides           
fungicides. 

Vegetables 
 Plant beans during the first half of the month for  

continued production. 
 Prepare fall garden plan. 
 Keep grass from going to seed. Fallow soil to     

conserve moisture for germination of fall crops and 
to help reduce the nematode population in the soil. 

 Clean off harvested rows immediately to prevent  
insect and disease buildup. 

 Plant the following vegetables no later than July 20 
to allow time to mature before frost: tomatoes, okra, 
corn, pole beans, and lima beans. Also plant  
cucumbers, squash, and snap beans. 

 Water deeply and less often - as needed to prevent 
drought stress. 

 Plant that big pumpkin for Halloween. 
 Be sure to make arrangements for neighbors         

to harvest water your garden while you are on         
vacation. 

 Make sure the garden is well mulched to prevent 
weeds and conserve moisture. 

Jul 9, 2021 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM |Virtual Event  
‘Pond Health and Fish Kills in Residential Ponds’ 
is a one hour interactive class designed to provide 
a fun & educational learning opportunity with    
Jessica Warren, ANR Agent. Twelve free, virtual 
classes will be offered to the public during 2021. 
One class per month is offered on the second  
Friday of each month January through December 
from 12-1pm. Registration is required for each 
individual session. Email uge3039@uga.edu to 
register. Once registered for a class, an email will 
be sent with the link to attend each individual  
session on the day prior to the class. All classes 
will be archived. 

Jul 14, 2021 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
This class is a part of Athens-Clarke County         
Extension's Green Thumb Lectures, our 2021 free 
monthly gardening class series. This month will   
take place online via Zoom. Please join us for an 
informative presentation on the benefits of a         
pollinator garden, how to build your pollinator       
garden, and communicating with your community to 
help aid pollinator conservation. Gardeners of all 
experience levels are welcome. 
Please register by July 13 so that you can be sent 
the Zoom link to attend online as well as post-class 
materials. 
Registration Link: http://www.accgov.com/gardening 

Green Thumb Virtual Lectures 
Gardening for Pollinators 
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In the market for a new home freezer?  Here are a few things to consider… 

By Christa Campbell 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 

     Home freezers are a 20-year investment. Important features to consider when purchasing a 

home freezer are size, shape, efficiency, security and defrosting methods. Here are tips that will help 

make that investment pay back dividends of useful service over the long term. 

     Size is often a difficult decision when purchasing a home freezer. Efficiency depends on keeping 

the freezer at capacity in order to justify a larger model size and higher energy costs. A usual rule   

of thumb is six cubic feet of freezer space per person for most families. If other means of food 

preservation are used for garden produce, three cubic feet may suffice. If freezing a side of beef, 

more space will be needed. The standard for calculating the average capacity of a freezer is about 

35 pounds of frozen food per cubic foot of useable space. Freezers come in all sizes and shapes. 

Available floor space along with the amount of capacity needed will help determine the shape of   

the freezer best suited for home use. There are three types of freezers: upright, chest, and            

refrigerator-freezer combinations. 

     Upright freezers are basically the same in shape and appearance as the home refrigerator;     

provide convenience, require a small amount of floor space, and are easily accessible. More cold air 

escapes each time the freezer door is opened, making it less efficient to operate. Chest freezers   

require more floor space; but are more economical to purchase and are more efficient to operate  

because less cold air is lost each time the door is opened. Be sure to purchase chest freezers with 

sliding or lift-out baskets for ease of loading and removing food. Refrigerator-freezer combinations 

are a single appliance with two separate compartments; one for freezing and another for refrigerated 

foods. The freezing compartment can be above, below, or beside the refrigerated area. Be sure that 

the freezer is a true freezer that will maintain 0°F or less, not just a freezing compartment. 

     Manual defrost freezers are available and more cost efficient to operate, but less convenient to 

use. Freezer burn is not as likely to occur in manual defrost freezers because frost free models  

eliminate moisture and frost buildup by running a fan; therefore, drying out improperly wrapped 

foods. Chest type freezers do not come in frost free models, but have less frost build-up than        

uprights. When buying a freezer also consider security features of the appliance such as receptacle 

clips that prevent accidental removal of the electrical plug from the wall receptacle and door locks to 

control entry. Drains for defrosting are also important. 

     Take time to consider the features of a home freezer because it is an investment. Careful      

planning will include family needs, as well as, the amount of space and upkeep it will require. When 

purchased wisely, a home freezer can add convenience and quality to home food preparation for 

many years. 
 

Source: 

So Easy to Preserve, 6th Edition. Bulletin 989. Andress, Elizabeth L. Ph.D. 

Extension Food Safety Specialist. Harrison, Judy A. Ph.D. Extension Foods 

Specialist. Department of Foods and Nutrition, Cooperative Extension     

Service. The University of Georgia, College of Family and Consumer       

Sciences, Athens. Pages 254-257. 
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4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Georgia 4-H Project Achievement  By Sophie Walsky 

     Georgia 4-H Project Achievement empowers young people with skills for a lifetime. Through a 

competitive process, students explore their interests, unleash their creativity, share their work, and 

celebrate their achievements! Junior-Senior DPA is a self-directed individual competition including 

presentations and, when age appropriate, a documented record of project work, leadership and   

service based on experiential learning activities. Youth from age 4
th
-6

th
 grade (Cloverleaf), 7

th
-8

th
 

grade (Junior), and 9
th
-12

th
 grade (Senior) have the opportunity to explore an area of interest and 

share their knowledge through a competitive process designed to meet youth development and age 

appropriate standards. Projects are offered in more than 50 different areas with nearly every topic of 

interest or educational area available for exploration and presentation. 

     Students who participate in DPA acquire an understanding of a subject matter in a given project 

area, develop skills in researching, assembling, and presenting information, and display qualities of 

integrity, sportsmanship, cooperation, and self-confidence. They develop skills in leadership, service, 

and communication and prepare written information highlighting personal accomplishments in      

project work, leadership, and service. 4-H helps young people experience an increased desire to 

make a difference in their communities, high levels of leadership, self-esteem, public speaking,  

communication and planning skills, improved school performance, motivation to help others, and 

overall improvement in civic identity and civic engagement. 
 

Elbert County 4-H competed June 11-12 at Rock Eagle 4-H Center for the 2021 Northeast District 

Junior-Senior DPA. We are delighted to announce the following results: 

Juniors: 

Nate Albertson 1
st
 Horse 

Josue Bravo 1
st
 Festive Foods for Health 

Averie Dye 1
st
 International 

Emily Hadley 1
st
 Poultry 

Gracie Kidd 2
nd

 Performing Arts Dance and Junior District Board of Directors 

Dessie Lee Santiago 1
st
 Art 

Julianna Walsky 1
st
 Textiles, Merchandising & Interiors 

Seniors: 

Emma Albertson 3
rd

 Horse 

Rachel Allen 3
rd

 Performing Arts General 

Annabelle Kidd 2
nd

 Performing Arts General and 

State Congress Sweepstakes Winner 

Bo Kidd 3
rd

 Sports 

Haleigh Todd 4
th
 Arts & Crafts 

Emma Williams 1
st
 Performing Arts Vocal and State 

Congress Delegate 

Leeah Wilson 2
nd

 Environmental Science (tied for 1
st
 

Overall Score) 
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Christa Campbell 
      County Extension Coordinator and County Extension Agent, FACS 
      christaa@uga.edu  |  706-283-2037 
 
County Extension Agent, ANR | uge1105@uga.edu | 706-283-2037 
 
Lauren Dye 
       County Extension Agent, 4-H | lmdye@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 
         
Sophie Walsky                                                                                                                                      
 County Extension 4-H Program Assistant | emiko.walsky@uga.edu | 706-283-2037   
                                  
Trisha Willis 
     County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 

Elbert County Extension 
1088 Ruckersville Rd. 

Elberton, GA 30635 
 

Phone: 706-283-2037 
Fax: 706-283-2038 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.ugaextension.org/elbert 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
UGA Extension - Elbert County 

Elbert County 4-H 

CONTACT US 

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its 
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal 

Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Summer Fun with 4-H                                        

State Botanical Garden  

Tuesday, July 6th | 9am-5 pm 

Callaway Plantation 

Friday, July 9th | 1-5pm 

Frozen Jr.  

ETF’s Teen Summer Camp Production                    
Friday, July 9, 2021, 5-8pm  
 

Art Adventures with the 
Georgia Museum of Art  

Wednesday, July 14, 2021           

9am-5pm  

* Morning painting class at the 4-H Center       

featuring kits provided by Sara Holland Denard 

* Lunch at the Varsity 

* Art Adventures participants discover the           
museum’s permanent collection or temporary   
exhibitions on an interactive tour with trained   
student museum guides. Through engaging     
gallery games and an art activity, the program 
helps school-age students look more closely at 
the world around them and make personal      
connections with works of art.  

 

Southern Regional Horse 
Championships                        
July 27-30, 2021 

State 4-H Congress July 20-23, 2021 

Elbert County 4-H placed 3
rd

 Outstanding 

COVID-19 Related Activity/Event led by a 

Team of 4-H’ers: Cloverbud STEAM Video 

and Animal Ambassador Series                   

Addy Albertson, Emma Albertson, Nate        

Albertson,  Annabelle Kidd, Gracie Kidd, Aiken  

Marlow, Allie Stephens, Haleigh Todd,    

Julianna Walsky, and Samantha Walsky 

Cloverbud STEAM Video and Animal 

Ambassador Series                                          

http://ugaextension.org/elbert

