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NEWS & EVENTS 

So Easy To Preserve                                    

The University of Georgia is pleased to          

announce a 6th Edition of its popular cookbook, 

So Easy to Preserve. Chapters in the 388-page 

book include Preserving Food, Canning, Pickled 

Products, Sweet Spreads and Syrups, Freezing 

and Drying. So Easy to Preserve cookbooks are 

$18 each and make wonderful gifts, come by 

the office to purchase one. 

Join Us for Food Talk 

Expanded Food and Nutrition, Education         
Program (EFNEP) is off to a great start with 
Food Talk Classes. We are gearing up for our 
next round of classes which will be held at the 
Elbert County  Extension Office. Come let’s 
talk about how to eat  healthier, save money at 
the grocery store, and be more physically ac-
tive and much, much more. Our classes start 
this Thursday March 5

th
 at 5:30. We welcome   

everyone to join us (even your high school   
students). There is no fee to participate.    
Contact Jennifer Downer at 706-283-2037 for 
additional information.  

     If You Like Free Tax Help, Call Me 
Have you ever heard the saying “there is nothing in 
life free”?  However, this is not true in all situations. 
Some people may not realize it, but you can file your 
taxes for free. 
     Based on data from the IRS, many taxpayers who 
claim the earned income tax credit (EITC) pay   
someone to prepare their tax returns. In 2013, The 
National Consumer Law Center estimated that      
taxpayers claiming the EITC paid about $2.3 billion 
per year to get their taxes prepared and receive their 
refund fast.  
     Would you like to avoid paying to have your taxes 
prepared and keep all of your tax refund? If so, there  
are  free programs available to file or e-file your taxes  
for free. One particular program is the IRS’ Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance program, known as VITA. 
     VITA is a free program that allows you to get your 
taxes prepared and filed for free. The program is             
coordinated locally by volunteers from one or more  
community-based organizations. Volunteers are         
certified by the IRS and must pass annual exams to 
prepare tax returns, and all tax returns go through a 
quality review  process before being submitted to the 
IRS. VITA volunteer tax preparers are trained and    
certified by the IRS to prepare many types of tax       
returns, including those claiming the EITC and          
additional child tax credit (CTC). 
     The Elbert County Extension office will offer VITA 
during the 2019 tax season. For more information or 
to schedule a free appointment to complete your   
taxes, please call Christa Campbell, your local county 
Extension agent, at (706) 283-2037.   
 
Appointments still available on the following 
dates:    
March 13, 2020 
March 19, 2020 
March 25, 2020 
March 31, 2020 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
Monitor Monthly Credit Card Statement 

By Christa Campbell 

     Do you review monthly credit card statements? You should. Checking for billing errors or     
fraudulent transactions only takes a few minutes, and may save you money and hours and hours of 
trouble later.  
     If you discover billing errors or fraudulent transactions, time is NOT on your side. Either of these 
situations can result in higher interest rates on new and existing accounts. Fast action reduces the 
likelihood of these consequences and makes it easier to resolve any issues. 
     Credit card companies do make mistakes. Businesses that accept credit cards sometimes make 
mistakes too. They may transpose numbers, post to the wrong account, or post the same          
transaction twice. Contact the business that posted the error first. 
     For example, your credit card statement shows two charges for the same meal eaten out.      
Contact the restaurant and, in most cases, the manager will issue a credit for the duplicate transac-
tion. Add the name of the person you talked with and the date to the records you keep to document 
the issue. If the credit does not appear on your next statement, contact the restaurant again. 
     If the restaurant does not see a problem or refuses to work with you, dispute the charge with your 
credit card company.  
 
To dispute a charge appearing on your credit card statement:  
     1) Withhold payment for any charges that do not belong to you or are the result of an error. If       
possible, pay the rest of the bill in full to isolate the disputed item.  
     2) Send a written notice of the error to the credit card issuer within 60 days of the date when the 
first bill containing the error was mailed to you. Follow up any calls in writing -- written notice is     
required to qualify for the protections provided under the Fair Credit Billing Act. Send the written   
notice to the address specified on the statement for inquiries or disputed charges. Notices sent to 
payment centers do not go to the billing office and will not be forwarded to them.  
     The lender has 30 days to acknowledge your notification and 90 days to either correct the error, 
return any overpayment (if requested), or explain why the bill is correct. If the lender finds no error, 
they must send you documentation saying why you are liable for the charge. Failure to follow these 
procedures correctly means the lender cannot collect the first $50 of the questioned amount, even if 
the bill is correct.  
     3) When sending documentation, do not send original documents. Send photocopies by mail or 
email PDFs. Fully explain why you feel there has been an error.  
     4) A couple of months after the dispute has been settled, review your credit report to be sure that 
no information about your refusal to repay the disputed amount was included. Federal law entitles 
you to one free credit report from each of the major credit reporting agencies (Experian, TransUnion, 
and Equifax) each year. Georgia residents may obtain two additional copies for free from each credit 
reporting agency.  
     During the time of the dispute, creditors cannot assess interest on or apply penalties for          
non-payment of the disputed amount. They also cannot send dunning letters (insistent demands for 
repayment) or send negative information about your account to a credit bureau without stating that 
some items are in dispute. If the disputed item is legitimately owed, you will owe any back interest 
and penalties on the item.  
 
     Get in the habit of verifying the information on your credit card statements. It only takes a few 
minutes, time that might save you money and hours of frustration.  
 
For more information about how to manage your finances, contact Christa Campbell, your local 
county extension Family and Consumer Sciences agent. 
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AG & NATURAL RESOURCES 
Using Pesticides Wisely 

Patrick Marcellino 

The EPA ruling is now official, row crop producers that were certified last year in “Using Pesticides 
Wisely” are not required to attend training again this year. However, anyone wishing to use this  
technology that was not certified last year must attend training. Elbert County is one of those training 
locations. Please inform your producers of this opportunity on March 19, at 9am. See details below.  

     Using Pesticides Wisely (UPW) 2020: Georgia pesticide applicators have monumentally 
improved on-target pesticide applications with a 75% reduction in drift complaints to University of 
Georgia Extension over the past five seasons. This success is clearly a result of strong stewardship 
commitments from all of Georgia’s agricultural family. As a result of this success, the Georgia       
Department of Agriculture submitted dicamba labels to the U.S. EPA requesting flexibility for      
Georgia farmers and pesticide applicators in regards to the 2020 Using Pesticide Wisely (UPW) 
trainings. The label has now become a reality. 
     Thus for 2020 in Georgia, applicators of Engenia, Fexapan, Tavium or XtendiMax who attended a 
UPW training during 2019 are NOT required to attend the 2020 UPW training (although all are     
welcome and encouraged to attend). For Enlist One and Enlist Duo, those persons in-charge of      
in-season applications to tolerant cotton and soybean who attended training during 2019 are NOT 
required to attend the 2020 UPW training (again all are welcome). Those who were not trained in 
2019 are required to attend a 2020 training (Table 1). For those wanting confirmation            
regarding 2019 attendance, visit the GDA website (http://agr.georgia.gov/24c.aspx) and scroll down 
to the bottom clicking on the location attended last season. 
     This unique opportunity will provide over 3000 farmers and pesticide applicators an extra 3+ 
hours (>9000 hours) that they can use to further enhance the sustainability of their farms as they 
work to feed and clothe the world. Additionally, University of Georgia Extension will have an extra 
350+ hours to conduct applied research further improving on-target applications, improving weed 
management programs, and even developing approaches to improve farmer and farm worker 
health. 
As Georgia embarks on this unique opportunity, it is more important than ever to make wise          
decisions when applying all pesticides during 2020 proving states can make the correct pesticide 
training decisions. 
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Lauren Macias-Dye 
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Trisha Willis 
     County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 

Elbert County Extension 
1088 Ruckersville Rd. 

Elberton, GA 30635 
 

Phone: 706-283-2037 
Fax: 706-283-2038 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.ugaextension.org/elbert 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
UGA Extension - Elbert County 

Elbert County 4-H 

CONTACT US 

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its 
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal 

Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Young Riders Horse Club 

If you like horses, make plans to join the 

Young Riders Horse Club! This afterschool 

club will meet once a month at the 4-H Center 

to study all things horses! The 4-H Van will 

pick up interested students. You do NOT have 

to own or ride a horse to participate! Meeting 

dates: April 13th  

 

Poultry Judging  
March 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st  
Afterschool to 5:00pm 
Practice for upcoming competition continues.  

 

Junior – Senior DPA | March 6th-8th 

Good luck to our student with their upcoming 

competition!  

 

State Livestock Judging 

Competition is coming on March 21st.     

Wishing our Livestock Team great success! 

 

State Horse Judging and Hippology 

Competition is scheduled for March 27th & 

March 28th.  Looking forward to positive re-

sults from this hard working team! 

 

 

Please see                                                   

The Elbert County 4-H Flash  

Newsletter on our website for more   

4-H activities and news. 

Upcoming Clubs Include: 

Horse Judging Practice 

Livestock Judging Practice 

Archery Team Events 

Shotgun Team Events  

Cloverleaf Spring 

Dance  

will be held Friday, March  

27th, at the 4-H Center 

Gym from 6-8pm.           

Admittance is $5.00 with       

membership cards (a lost 

membership card may be replaced for $ .50). 

Drinks, pizza and snacks will be available for $1.    

4-H’ers earn 10 Cloverleaf Points for attending.  

The class with the most participation will win an   

ice-cream party!                                                 

PARENTS: Please enter through Filter Plant 

Drive (backwards).  

http://ugaextension.org/elbert

