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NEWS & EVENTS 

With Spring coming and gardens in our dreams    

prepare to preserve. Elbert 

County Extension is 

pleased to have copies of 

the 6th Edition of a popular 

cookbook, So Easy to   

Preserve. Chapters in the 

388-page book include Preserving Food, Canning, 

Pickled Products, Sweet Spreads and Syrups,  

Freezing and Drying. So Easy to Preserve cook-

books are $18 each and make wonderful gifts, come 

by the office to purchase one, preparing for harvest 

this year or next. 

So Easy To Preserve                                                 

Cloverbuds January Meeting: All About Eggs Up Coming Online Classes 

Green Thumb Lecture Series : Raised Beds 
and Garden Fences 

This class is a part of Athens-Clarke County        
Extension's Green Thumb Lectures, our 2021 free 
monthly gardening class series. This month will take 
place online via Zoom on February 10th at 6pm –
7:30pm. Please join us for an informative       
presentation on how to easily build a raised bed, 
options for filling your beds, what and when to plant 
your beds, “show & tell” of the basics of fences and 
fence materials for your garden or your property, as 
well as strategies in addition to fencing that          
discourage deer. Gardeners of all experience levels 
are welcome.  

Please register for: Green Thumb Lectures at      
athensclarkecounty.com/gardening. 

We ask that you register for the class so that we 
may send reminders and any handouts or materials 
for the class.  The specific link to join the Zoom 
meeting will be sent to the email with which you  
register. 

Egg Demonstrations 

True or false: only birds lay eggs? Cloverbuds       
examined a variety of eggs in our Egg Comparison 
Sets: grasshopper (insect), crab (crustacean), trout 
(fish), frog (amphibian), turtle (reptile), and quail 
(bird). The massive size of the ostrich and emu eggs 
compared to the chickens was unexpected; it would 
make quite an omelet! We also explored all of our life 
cycle sets and discussed how all of them actually 
begin with an egg as the first stage! 

 Egg Activities 

Cloverbuds tested our coordination with egg-and-
spoon relay races (don’t worry; both egg and spoon 
were plastic) and a “Hot Potato” egg game. The prize 
give-away was a slime-filled plastic egg yolk (you’re  
welcome)! 

 Egg Crafts 

Cloverbuds painted beautiful ceramic eggs, decorated 
wooden eggs, and filled egg-shaped sand art       
necklaces. 

 Egg Literature 

An Egg is Quiet by Dianna Hutts Aston, Who Hatches 
the Egg? by Tish Rabe, Where Do Chicks Come 
From? by Amy E. Sklansky, and  Eggs and Chicks by 
Fiona Patchett. 

 Please note: lessons have changed with the UGA 

and Georgia 4-H COVID-19 health & safety guide-

lines! Unfortunately, Elbert County 4-H will not be able 

to provide transportation. Face masks, temperature 

checks, and six feet social distancing are required. 

We are now able to accept food that is individually 

wrapped and commercially pre-packaged as snacks. 

If you are able to volunteer to                                

bring a lesson-related snack                                       

to one of our meetings,                                                

please contact  Mrs. Sophie. 

https://www.athensclarkecounty.com/Activities/Activity/Detail/Green-Thumb-Lecture-Series-849
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 

AG & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Free Virtual Tax Preparation                                                                                           

By Ida Jackson   

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a nationwide program conducted in partnership with the 
IRS to increase the financial stability of working individuals and families. VITA is designed to       
promote and support free tax preparation service. VITA is an effort to provide both a valuable    
community service and a powerful learning experience for participants. UGA Elbert County           
Extension office is offering free tax preparation services via video chat and voice calls from        
computers with tax professionals. An intake appointment is required with Family and Consumer  
Sciences Agent-Christa Campbell to begin the filing process. 
  
Any person who has not received your first or second stimulus payments, the amount not received 
will be entered into the tax return as the stimulus or recovery rebate credit and received back in 
your tax refund. If you have $0 income, filing a tax return is the best way to ensure you receive the       
recovery rebate refund. 
  
As you are preparing for the tax season the standard deduction, remains $12,400 (single) and 
$24,800 (married filing jointly). However, this filing year on top of the standard deduction you can 
still deduct up to $300 for charitable contributions. 
  
Don’t miss this opportunity. Call Family & Consumer Sciences Agent Christa Campbell at            
706-283-2037 to schedule an appointment at the Elbert County Extension Office to get your taxes 
completed free and save a little money for a rainy day. Appointments are available now, but limited. 
Services are rendered by appointment only. 
  

Vegetables 

• Plant seed boxes. Peppers and eggplants will 
take 8 weeks to grow from seed to transplant 
size, while tomatoes will take 6 weeks. When 
the seedlings form their third set of true 
leaves, transplant them to individual           
containers. 

• Prepare land for planting—winter and early 
spring plantings belong on a ridge (raised 
bed) for better drainage and earlier soil     
warm-up.  

• Make early plantings of your choice from the 
following: beets, broccoli, cabbage, 
carrots, collards, kale, lettuce, mustard,      
onions, English peas, Irish potatoes, radishes, 
spinach and turnips. 

• If nematodes were a problem last year, make 
plans to plant a less-susceptible crop in the 
infected area. 

• Use “starter” fertilizer around transplanted 
crops. 

• Seed herbs for April planting. 

Houseplants 

• Liquid-fertilize monthly.  

• Turn houseplants weekly 
to allow full coverage by 
sun. 
              Turf 

• To prevent summer 
weeds, apply                 
pre-emergence herbicides  

• Spray for winter weeds 
with approved herbicides 

Flowers 

• Prune hybrid tea roses. 

• Spray roses for disease. 

• Plant new rose bushes 
and hardy annuals such 
as baby’s breath, pansies 
& petunias. 

Fruits and Nuts 

• Prune apples, blackberries, 
plums, pears, peaches, 
grapes and muscadines. 

• Fertilize pecans with zinc. 

• Replenish mulch on        
strawberries. 

• Spray fruit trees with lime-
sulphur before bloom for dis-
ease control. 

• Plant fruit trees. 

Ornamentals 

• Plant shrubbery and small 
trees. 

• Prune summer-flowering 
shrubbery. 

• Cut back shrubbery and trees. 

• Mulch shrubbery. 

• Cut back liriope to highest 

February Garden Tips 
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Items You Need to Bring with You If you Make an Appointment                           
with a VITA/TCE Site for Tax Assistance 

 Proof of identification – Picture ID 

 Social Security Cards for you, your spouse and dependents or a Social Security Number 
verification letter issued by the Social Security Administration or Individual Taxpayer     
Identification Number (ITIN) assignment letter for you, your spouse and dependents 

 Proof of foreign status, if applying for an ITIN 

 Birth dates for you, your spouse and dependents on the tax return 

 Wage and earning statement(s) Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, 1099-Misc from all employers 

 Interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1099) 

 A copy of last year’s federal and state returns if available 

 Proof of bank account routing numbers and account numbers for Direct Deposit, such as a 
blank check 

 Total paid to your daycare provider and the daycare provider's tax identifying number (the 
provider's Social Security Number or the provider's business Employer Identification     
Number) if appropriate 

 

 Note:  You will have two appointments to get your taxes done.   
▪  The first appointment will be to complete the necessary paperwork and drop off all       

necessary paperwork. 
▪  The second appointment will be to review your completed taxes. 

  -To file taxes electronically on a married-filing-joint tax return, both spouses must 
  be present to sign the required forms. 
      ▪   Available 2020 dates and times to make an appointment to drop off tax materials for 
 preparation are below: 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
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Christa Campbell 
      County Extension Coordinator and County Extension Agent, FACS 
      christaa@uga.edu  |  706-283-2037 
 

County Extension Agent, ANR | uge1105@uga.edu | 706-283-2037 

 

Lauren Macias-Dye 
       County Extension Agent, 4-H | lmdye@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 
         

Sophie Walsky                                                                                                                                      
 County Extension 4-H Program Assistant | emiko.walsky@uga.edu | 706-283-2037   
 

Jennifer Downer     
 County Extension EFNEP Program Assistant | jennifer.downer@uga.edu | 706-283-2037                                 
  

Trisha Willis 
     County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 

Elbert County Extension 
1088 Ruckersville Rd. 

Elberton, GA 30635 
 

Phone: 706-283-2037 
Fax: 706-283-2038 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.ugaextension.org/elbert 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
UGA Extension - Elbert County 

Elbert County 4-H 

CONTACT US 

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its 
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal 

Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Elbert County 4-H’ers competed in the Georgia   
4-H State Horse Quiz Bowl State Qualifier on 
January 23

rd
. The contest tests the 4-H’ers 

knowledge on a variety of horse knowledge, 
mainly from the Horse Industry Handbook, Horse 
Smarts and Equine Science resources. Students 
competed virtually this year taking a 60 question 
exam. Participants include: Emma A, Nate,    
Hannah, Ayden, Madison, Harrison, Kennedy, 
Breleigh, Kayleigh, Jalyn and Emma.  

Horse Quiz Bowl Shotgun SAFE Program 

Elbert County 4-H is 
hopeful to offer the   
Shotgun SAFE Program 
this year, after being  
cancelled in 2020. Any 
student in the 7

th
-12

th
 

grades is eligible to   
compete on the   
Shotgun Team.  

Anyone interested in 
participating should 

contact the 4-H Center 
to be notified of the   

orientation meeting and 
practice dates.  

Please see                     

The Elbert County 4-H 

Flash Newsletter on our 

website for more 4-H  

Activities and News 

http://ugaextension.org/elbert

