NEWS & EVENTS
Upcoming Dates

So Easy To Preserve

EPH Nutrition and Wellness Work Group:
Meeting October 14th at noon at the Elbert County
Extension Office.
Cloverleaf Project Achievement:
You already know we LOVE Project Achievement!
There is no better competition for YOU to get
involved! Cloverleaf DPA is November 13, 2021 see
the Flash or contact Ms. Sophie or Ms. Lauren for
more information.

Preserving Fall veggies for winter? Stop by the
office and pick up a book to help you preserve the
harvest. Elbert County Extension is pleased to
have copies of the 6th Edition of a popular
cookbook, So Easy to Preserve. Chapters in the
388-page book include Preserving Food, Canning,
Pickled Products, Sweet Spreads and Syrups,
Freezing and Drying.
So Easy to Preserve
cookbooks are $18
each and make
wonderful gifts,
come by the office to
purchase one, and
prepare for winter
home grown meals.

Garden Tips for October
Ornamentals
 Spray shrubs to control tea scale with systemic insecticide.
 Collect leaves for mulch.
 Plant shrubbery.
Turf
 Plant rye grass.
 Test soil and lime if required.
 Apply pre-emergence herbicides for winter weed
control in early October if not applied in September.
Flowers
 Divide and transplant day lilies and liriope.
 Cut back faded annual flowers.
 Plant fall bulbs in late October.
 Dig caladium tubers before frost.
Fruits and nuts
 Apply lime to fruit trees if needed.
 Do not prune peach and plum trees
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Vegetables
 Choose the mild weather during this period to plant
or transplant the following: beets, broccoli, cabbage,
carrots, collards, lettuce, mustard, onions, radishes,
spinach, and turnips. Plant your second planting of
fall crops such as collards, turnips, cabbage, mustard, and kale.
 Refurbish mulch to control weeds, and start adding
leaves and other materials for the compost pile.
Store your manure under cover to prevent leaching
of nutrients.
 Harvest mature green peppers and tomatoes before
frost gets them - it may not come until November,
but be ready.
 Harvest herbs and dry them in a cool, dry place.
 Plant cover crop of rye on unused garden plots.
 Test soil and lime if necessary.
 Destroy old crops as soon as harvest is complete to
help reduce buildup of future insect, disease, and
weed problems.
 Spray cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, and collards
with Thuricide to control caterpillars.
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AG & NATURAL RESOURCES
Like it or not, Joro spiders are here to stay: by Beth Gavrilles
Discovered in Georgia seven years ago, the Asian spider is settling in. Chances are, if you live in northeast Georgia
you’ve come across an East Asian Joro spider this fall.
At almost 3 inches across when their legs are fully extended, they’re hard to miss. While they’re roughly the same
size as banana spiders and yellow garden spiders, the distinctive yellow and blue-black stripes on their backs and bright
red markings on their undersides are unique. Their enormous three-dimensional webs are a striking golden color and
tend to be located higher off the ground than those of other spiders.
“We’ve been getting lots of calls and emails from people reporting sightings,” said Byron Freeman, director of the
Georgia Museum of Natural History. “They seem to be really common in riparian areas and in urban areas around
people’s houses, but they’re also in the deep woods.”
Joro spiders have spread widely since they were first spotted in Hoschton, Georgia, in 2013. They probably arrived by
hitching a ride in a shipping container from China or Japan, according to Freeman. He and Richard Hoebeke, associate
curator of the museum’s arthropod collection and a research professional in the University of Georgia College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences department of entomology, confirmed the identity of those early arrivals based
on genetic analysis in 2015.
Now, five years later, Joro spiders appear to have successfully established themselves in the area, with recent
confirmed reports from as far afield as Blairsville, Georgia, and Greenville, South Carolina. But there is still much that
remains unknown about them.
One important question is how they might affect the local ecosystem. Will they outcompete other orb weaving
spiders? Will they reduce insect populations through predation? “We don’t know what the impact is going to be,” said
Freeman, a faculty member in the University of Georgia Odum School of Ecology. “Right now, we’re trying to learn as
much as we can about them.” So far, early observations indicate that Joros are coexisting with the area’s other orb
weaving spiders, with webs close to, and in some cases even attached to, one another.
Prey and predators
And Joro spiders also appear to be able to capture and feed on at least one insect that other local spiders are not:
adult brown marmorated stink bugs, an invasive pest that can infest houses and damage crops. In turn, Joro spiders are
vulnerable to predators like mud dauber wasps and birds.
Freeman noted that dewdrop spiders, a kleptoparasite—as the name implies, they steal food from others—have been
spotted in Joro webs. “They may be switching from what we thought was their principal host, the banana spider, to this
new kind of orb weaver,” he said. He pointed out that banana spiders, a relative of the Joro, are native to the Caribbean
and Central America. They were first recorded in the U.S. in 1862 and have since naturalized. “My guess is that this will
be no different than the banana spider, and I don’t know that we can assess what the effect of the banana spider has
been at this point,” he said. Another question Freeman hopes to answer is how the males find their mates.
Carried by the wind
Joro spiders travel by ballooning, letting the wind carry them on a strand of gossamer. “The male has to drift in and find
the female,” Freeman said. “Sometimes there’ll be four or five males on a web, sometimes there’ll be one, so the males
are moving between webs. When you have a large population it seems feasible that a male could just drift from one spot
to the next, but when you don’t have a lot of webs around, how does the male show up?”
Freeman is also conducting further genetic analysis to determine what causes
A female Joro spider spins its web.
some Joro spiders to have a different color pattern. While most have distinctive
black and yellow striped legs, some have legs that are solid black. These black
morphs have other physical differences that are only apparent when viewed under
a microscope, and Freeman has determined that they are genetically distinct
members of the species.
Despite their size, Freeman said that Joro spiders don’t pose a threat to people.
“All spiders have venom that they use to subdue prey,” he said. “If you put your
hand in front of one and try to make it bite you, it probably will. But they run if you
disturb their web. They’re trying to get out of the way.”
Here to stay
Freeman said that Joros can be shooed away with a broom if they’re in a location that puts them too close for comfort. But as for removing them permanently, he
compared such efforts to shoveling sand at the beach. “Should you try to get rid of
them?” said Freeman. “You can, but at this point, they’re here to stay.”
If you spot a Joro spider—especially if you can provide a photo tagged with date
and location—please contact Hoebeke at rhoebeke@uga.edu.
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
Ways to Avoid Carbon Monoxide Poisoning | By Christa Campbell
Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odorless gas that can be found in your home. Since you cannot see
or smell it, you need to take action to protect yourself and your family. There are many ways carbon monoxide
can enter your home, including:



Incomplete burning of various types of fuel, including coal, wood,
charcoal, oil, kerosene, natural gas and propane



Poorly maintained furnaces



Blocked or leaking flue



Idling automobile



Tobacco smoke

The most common symptoms of CO poisoning are headache, fatigue, dizziness, confusion, and nausea.
Exposure to high concentrations of CO can result in loss of consciousness and death. It can be difficult to
diagnose because the symptoms mimic other illnesses. To protect yourself and your family, you need to do
the following:

1. Install a CO detector in your home. Place it on a wall near the bedrooms, about 5 feet above the floor. You
need a CO detector on each floor of your home. Detectors alert by sounding an alarm before dangerous
levels of CO are reached.

2. Replace CO detectors that are over 7 years old. In general, they are designed to last from 5 to 7 years.
3. Maintain your heating system. At least once a year, have a professional inspect your system. Repair or
replace faulty appliances to prevent CO leaks.

4. If you use your fireplace, you need to have the chimney and flue inspected at the beginning of the heating
season.

5. Do NOT use unvented combustion heaters inside enclosed spaces. This includes kerosene and propane
heaters. If you have no other options, then open a window when using the heater and turn it off when you
leave the house and while you are sleeping.

6. Do not burn charcoal inside. It is not a good idea to grill food or use charcoal for heating in an enclosed
space. This includes your house, garage and tents.

7. Do not let your automobile idle in the garage. If your garage is attached to the house, CO can easily enter
your home even when the garage door is open.

8. Never use a portable generator inside a home or garage (even with the garage door open).
If you have any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, turn off appliances and open the doors and windows. Go
outside in the fresh air. If the exposure is severe, call 911. More information about exposure levels can be
found at https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/carbon-monoxides-impact-indoor-air-quality#Levels. Keep
your family safe by following these simple steps. If you have additional questions or want more information,
please contact Christa Campbell at (706)283-2037 or via email at christaa@uga.edu.
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4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Cotton Boll & Consumer Judging
Do you like to shop? Want to save money and get
the best deal? Then this competitive event is for
you! Cotton Boll & Consumer Judging teaches
the importance of cotton as an agricultural
commodity, how to make knowledgeable
decisions when purchasing goods and how to
develop reasoning skills to become a responsible
consumer. This year, we will focus on bikes,
athletic shoes, frozen meals and cell phone plans.
If you are interested in being on the team this year
& receiving 75 Clover Points, please come to our
first practice on Wednesday, October 6th, after
school until 5:00pm at the High School in
Room A6! The 4-H Van will pick up interested
students at ECMS.
Wear Green for Mental Illness Awareness
October 3-9, 2021, is National Mental Illness
Awareness Week. Mental illness affects everyone
directly or indirectly through family, friends or
coworkers. To earn Clover Points this month,
wear GREEN on Thursday, October 7th in
remembrance of mental illnesses.
“Crazy 4 Dance” Project Club
Do you like to dance? Ballet? Hip Hop? Jazz?
Whatever your style, come join us at the 4-H
Center after school on Friday, October 29th, to
have fun learning about dance, do activities and
more. This Project Club is led by 8th grade 4-H’er
& Northeast District Board Member, Gracie Kidd.
This meeting goes from afterschool until 5:00pm.
The 4-H van will pick up interested students at the
Middle School.

Clover Crafts
Calling all the artistic and crafty students to join us
after school on Thursday, October 7th, at the 4-H
Center until 5:00pm, for a Clover Crafts meeting! We
will be working on decorations for the Elberton
12-County Fair Club Booths.
The Elberton 12-County Fair
The Elberton 12 County Fair will run from Thursday,
October 14th until Saturday, October 23rd this
year. The theme is “Honor Your Past, Celebrate
Being Present, Embrace Your Future!” 4-H’ers have
many ways participate! See the Flash for details.
Young Riders Horse Club
If you like horses, make plans to join the Young
Riders Horse Club! This afterschool club will meet
once a month to learn about our equine friends & to
have fun! You do NOT have to own or ride a horse
to participate! Congratulations to our team of
Officers: Emma Albertson, Madison Moore, Nate
Albertson, Jalyn White, Ayden Evans & Bethany
Burden!
Our remaining meetings will be November 8th from
3:00-5:00pm at the 4-H Center, and December
13th. The van will pick up at ECMS.

Don’t forget your forms!
Remember to complete and return a Medical Release
Form (yellow sheet) and a Code of Conduct Form
(green sheet). Both forms must be signed by a parent
or legal guardian. Classes who return 100% of student
forms will receive an incentive!

CONTACT US
Christa Campbell
County Extension Coordinator and County Extension Agent, FACS
christaa@uga.edu | 706-283-2037
County Extension Agent, ANR | uge1105@uga.edu | 706-283-2037
Lauren Dye
County Extension Agent, 4-H | lmdye@uga.edu | 706-283-2037
Sophie Walsky
County Extension 4-H Program Assistant | emiko.walsky@uga.edu | 706-283-2037
Trisha Willis
County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu | 706-283-2037

Elbert County Extension
1088 Ruckersville Rd.
Elberton, GA 30635

Phone: 706-283-2037
Fax: 706-283-2038

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm
Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm

Visit our website at:

www.ugaextension.org/elbert

Follow us on Facebook!

UGA Extension - Elbert County

Elbert County Extension Newsletter

October 2021

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal
Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization.

