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NEWS & EVENTS 

Elbert County Extension is pleased to have      

copies of the 6th Edition of a popular        

cookbook, So Easy to Preserve. Chapters in 

the 388-page book include Preserving Food, 

Canning, Pickled Products, Sweet Spreads 

and Syrups, Freezing and Drying. So Easy to 

Preserve cookbooks are $18 each and make 

wonderful gifts, come by the office to purchase 

one, preparing for  

harvest this year or 

next. 

So Easy To Preserve                                                

ServSafe Manager Training                                                 

The next ServSafe™ 
Manager Training is 
scheduled for January 28-
29, 2021. You must      
pre-register for the class. 
The cost of the class is 
$140. The cost to re-test 
is $60 as long as you 
have access to a current 
copy of the 7

th
 Edition 

ServSafe Manager book 
with the 2017 FDA Food Code Updates. The 
class will be held at the  Elbert County          
Extension Office (Old Beaverdam School)  
1088 Ruckersville Road Elberton, GA 30635. 
For more information, contact Christa Campbell 
at (706)283-2037 or download the registration 
form from our website at https://
extension.uga.edu/county-offices/elbert.html   

Happy New Year from EFNEP!!!  

Want to start something New this 2021 Year? 
Why not join me for some “Food Talk”? Too 
cold to get out or you are just wanting to be 
safe, our Expanded Food and Nutrition Food 
Talk Program is well under way using a totally 
virtual platform through UGA licensed Zoom 
account. In the comfort of your home you are 
still able to join in. I am in the process of   
forming groups to start in February. I would 
love to have you join us. For more information 
give me a call, Jennifer Downer at the Elbert 
County Extension Office: 706-283-2037.   

Up Coming Online Classes 

Basics of Managing Equine Health Series 

(Zoom) from Lincoln County Extension 

Jan 12- Feb 16, 2021 

Tuesdays at 6:30 PM  

Topics:  First Aid, Vaccinations, Parasites, 

Hoof Care, Welfare & Behavior, Dentistry 

Register: tinyurl.com/HorseHealth2021 
 

Small Pecan Producers Workshop (Zoom) 

from Lincoln County Extension 

February 2
nd

, 2021 

9AM-12PM 

Topics: Small production marketing (local 

and regional) and pecan management for 

hobby and backyard producers.  

Register: tinyurl.com/smallpecan2021 

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/elbert.html
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/elbert.html
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AG & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Lab Testing Price List 

Routine Soil Test: $10 

 pH, Lime requirement, Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Magnesium, Zinc, Manganese 
 

Nematode Soil Test: $20 
 

Basic Water Mineral Test: $25                                                                                                                               
pH and Hardness, Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Aluminum, Boron, Chromium, Copper, Iron, 
Magnesium, Manganese, Molybdenum, Nickel, Silica, Sodium, Zinc  
 

Basic Hay Test: $25                                                                                                                                                   
Moisture, Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF), Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF), Crude Fiber (estimated),  
Nonfibrous Carbohydrates (NFC), Crude Protein, Lignin, Nitrate, Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN), 
Relative Forage Quality (RFQ) 
 

Chicken Litter Test: $5                                                                                                                                                      
Total Nitrogen Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Magnesium, Sulfur 
 

Plant Tissue Analysis: $30                                                                                                                               
Total Nitrogen, Sulfur, Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Magnesium, Iron, Manganese, Aluminum, 
Boron, Copper, Zinc, Nickel 
 

Time-Sensitive Samples (Bacterial Water Test & W33B) 
Some tests need to be at the lab within 24 hours. We provide two options for samples such as these: 
 

Bacterial Water Test 

Option #1 Coordinate with our office to determine a date when one of our agents is going to Athens; 
adjust your sample time accordingly. Include $40 check payable to Elbert County Extension. 

Option #2 

We can ship the sample overnight. Drop-off no later than12noon Monday-Wednesday. Include $50 
check payable Elberton County Extension. The $50 includes $10 for shipping. 

 

W33B Water Test for Home Closing  

Option #1 

Coordinate with our office to determine a date when one of our agents is going to Athens; adjust 
your sample time accordingly. Include $95 check payable to Elbert County Extension. 
 

Option #2 

We can ship sample overnight. Drop-off no later than Wednesday at 12noon. Include $100 check 
payable Elbert County Extension. The $105 includes $10 for shipping. 

Extension provides many types of testing for Elbert County residents which include: 

soil testing for your lawn, garden or a field; water testing for mineral and bacterial   

levels; testing for residents also includes hay, chicken litter analysis, plant tissue  

analysis and much more. Some of these tests are listed below with their current    

prices, effective January 15, 2021. If you do not see what you need, please call the  

office and ask 706-283-2037. 

Testing Available Through Extension  
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
What’s Deadly, Invisible, and Present All Over? 

UGA Radon Program Urges Georgians to Test for Radon this January  

As it is every year, January is national radon action month. This year feels different. Many of us are 

spending more time at home to keep each other safe and focus on our health. This makes it even 

more important that we test our homes for radon, a colorless, odorless gas that is the second     

leading cause of lung cancer. 

In Elbert county, 577 radon tests were completed through December 2019 and of those 17.9% of 

homes have elevated levels of radon. Over the course of many years, exposure to this gas can 

cause lung cancer, even in non-smokers. In fact, radon is the leading cause of lung cancer among 

non-smokers. 

Radon is a naturally occurring gas that comes from the breakdown of uranium in soil and rock. Often 

granite rock naturally has high levels of uranium, which is part of why radon is such a persistent 

problem in Georgia. The gas seeps out of the soil and rises up through crawlspaces, foundations, 

and basements into a home. About 800 Georgians, die annually from radon induced lung cancer.  

Fortunately, testing for radon gas is simple and inexpensive. A short-term radon test is hung in the 

lowest level of the home for three to seven days before being mailed to the laboratory. The           

laboratory will then send the homeowner results after it processes the test kit. Test can be obtained 

from the UGA Radon Program website (radon.uga.edu) or a hardware or big box store. During the 

month of January, Georgians can receive $5 off their online radon test kit order at (radon.uga.edu) 

by using the code NRAM2021 at checkout. 

If the radon level in your home is high, you can install a radon reduction system. A radon reduction 

(or radon mitigation) system reduces high levels of indoor radon to acceptable levels. The system 

most frequently used is a vent pipe system and fan that pulls radon from beneath the house and 

vents it to the outside. 

Radon exposure from drinking water is primarily a concern in private wells. In Georgia, wells drilled 

into granitic crystalline rock aquifers, usually in the northern part of the state, are at risk of naturally 

occurring radon contamination. This is where the uranium that decays to radon can be found at   

higher levels. If you don’t know whether there is radon in your well water, have the water tested. The 

UGA Agricultural and Environmental Services Laboratories in Athens test water samples for the 

presence of radon. To get a water testing kit, contact the Elbert County Extension office at         

(706)283-2037 or call 1-800-ASK-UGA1. 

If you want more information about radon or radon testing, feel free to contact Christa Campbell, the 

Family and Consumer Sciences agent in Elbert County. If you would like to schedule a presentation 

for a group about radon, then you can contact Christa Campbell christaa@uga.edu or Derek Cooper 

dmc20@uga.edu.  Derek is a radon educator who is housed in Athens.  

https://www.fcs.uga.edu/extension/home-radon
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/extension/home-radon
mailto:christaa@uga.edu
mailto:dmc20@uga.edu
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Christa Campbell 
      County Extension Coordinator and County Extension Agent, FACS 
      christaa@uga.edu  |  706-283-2037 
 

County Extension Agent, ANR | uge1105@uga.edu | 706-283-2037 

 

Lauren Macias-Dye 
       County Extension Agent, 4-H | lmdye@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 
         

Sophie Walsky                                                                                                                                      
 County Extension 4-H Program Assistant | emiko.walsky@uga.edu | 706-283-2037   
 

Jennifer Downer     
 County Extension EFNEP Program Assistant | jennifer.downer@uga.edu | 706-283-2037                                 
  

Trisha Willis 
     County Extension Administrative Assistant | trisha.willis@uga.edu  | 706-283-2037 

Elbert County Extension 
1088 Ruckersville Rd. 

Elberton, GA 30635 
 

Phone: 706-283-2037 
Fax: 706-283-2038 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.ugaextension.org/elbert 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
UGA Extension - Elbert County 

Elbert County 4-H 

CONTACT US 

The University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (working cooperatively with Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the counties of Georgia) offers its 
educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation or protected veteran status and is an Equal 

Opportunity, Affirmative Action organization. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Virtual Cloverleaf Project Achievement!  

Congratulations to the following Elbert County students who competed against 150 Cloverleaf          
4-H’ers from 18 counties across the state in the first ever Fall Virtual Cloverleaf Project Achieve-
ment! The winners were recognized in the Georgia 4-H celebrations video                                
( https://www.youtube.com/georgia4h) livestreamed via YouTube at 7:00pm on December 22

nd
.  

Ayden Evans 1
st
 Place Horse 

Julie Hazle 1
st
 Place Veterinary Science 

Makayla McKnight 3
rd

 Place Performing Arts – General 

Madison Moore 2
nd

 Place Horse 

Jaleigh Partain 1
st
 Place Time and Money Management 

Kennedy Ray 1
st
 Place Horse 

Colton Rousey 3
rd

 Place Outdoor Recreation 

Allie Stephens 2
nd

 Place Historic People 

Jayden Thompson 2
nd

 Place Historic People 

Samantha Walsky 1
st
 Place Dog Care and Training 

Jalyn White 3
rd

 Place Horse 

Georgia 4-H Project Achievement empowers young people with skills for a lifetime. Students            
choose a project area of interest, research the topic, and present a demonstration to showcase their 
talents. 4-H’ers develop leadership, creativity, public speaking, record keeping, and other skills. As 
student become older, a record keeping component that promotes independent  thinking, research, 
and implementation is added. Cloverleaf (4

th
 through 6

th
 graders) and Junior (7

th
 and 8

th
 grades)       

4-H’ers begin competition in their school or county and advance to the district level. Senior         
competitions (9

th
 through 12

th
 grade) encourage youth to become more involved in their project     

areas and advance to the state and national levels. For more information, please visit :                               
https://georgia4h.org/programs/project-achievement/ 

http://ugaextension.org/elbert
https://www.youtube.com/georgia4h
https://georgia4h.org/programs/project-achievement/

