
Journeyman Farmer was developed by UGA Extension and partners to provide comprehensive
training to a growing new and beginning farmer audience- individuals how have been
farming less than 10 consecutive years. This program is best suited to those who are

interested in starting a farm business or those who have recently begun farming and want
to improve their operation. The Journeyman Farmer Certificate Program has two parts-

small business training and production training.
The program will cover farm business topics including financial statements and

recordkeeping, financing opportunities, risk management, marketing, and business plan
development. The second part of Journeyman Farmer includes seven classes of production

training. The program will cover soil health and fertility, cover crops and ground covers, crop
rotation and pest management, crop selection, propagation, and management, irrigation and

equipment, food safety, and marketing.
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Spring Swarms Bring No Harm
First off- why do honey bees swarm? Swarming is a natural behavior in the life cycle

of a honey bee colony. A honey bee colony typically contain several hundred to several
thousand bees, all of whom have specific jobs or purposes in the hive. In mid-winter,

the queen of a hive starts laying eggs to start the next generation of bees. As those
eggs hatch and mature into bees, the colony becomes overcrowded. In the late spring

and early summer, large groups of honey bees may leave the established colony in
search of a new home, creating a swarm. This swarming process creates two colonies
out of the old one, typically 1/3 to ½ of the size of the original. Once a group of honey

bees swarm, they will cluster on a tree, shrub, or other object. The majority of the bees
will stay put while scouting bees search for a suitable location for the new colony.

Usually, this process only takes a day or two. Once a new home is found, the swarm
breaks up and flies to it as a group.

While a honey bee swarm might be an alarming sight to see, they’re truly not a concern for
most people. To be clear, if you have a bee allergy, please be cautious and do not put yourself
in danger! However, during a swarm period, honey bees are not aggressive. Most of the time

if honey bees are aggressive towards you, it’s because they are trying to protect their hive,
brood, or honey stores. Since a swarm has none of those things, they tend to be pretty docile,

with their focus on finding a new home and protecting their queen.
 If you are faced with a honey bee swarm, the best course of action is to leave it alone.
Please do not attempt to destroy, shoo away, or spray the swarm with an insecticide.

Honey bees are critical for pollination of many plants, including those that feed
people. If the swarm is located somewhere dangerous, such as a playground, or sticks
around for more than a few days, you may want to contact a beekeeper to come collect

it. There are a few individuals in the region who do so- feel free to contact our office
for some names.

 As a final warning – bee swarms are often attracted to spaces in walls, decks, or other
areas that provide safe housing for the colony. Be sure to prevent entry by caulking
entry sites like knot holes, siding gaps, and openings for electric and plumbing. If a
colony takes up residence in your home, a certified bee remover must be used to get

rid of them. A licensed structural pest control company or operator can be found at the
Georgia Department of Agriculture website

Colbi Turner, Lincoln County
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Non-Native Identification
As the weather encourages us to spend more time outside, chances are you

will come across some critters you may not be familiar with. If you see a
plant, insect, or animal you don’t recognize, try and get a picture or two. Do

NOT put yourself in danger to get those pictures!
You can send your photos to us at uge1089@uga.edu for help with

identification. Or if you’re the investigative type, you can compare what you
saw against the native plants and animals in Georgia as well as exotic species

lists.
If you feel you have found an invasive species, you can report it at

https://www.eddmaps.org/
Some common non-native species we often get calls about are below.

Hammerhead Worm

Joro Spider

Leatherleaf Mahonia
Alligator Weed

Asian Giant Hornet
THIS IS NOT IN GEORGIA

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
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Upcoming E.M.B.A.R.C. Events

May 11 - Mother’s Day Hike 11am-1pm
Celebrate this Mother's Day with a guided hike in the Youth
Farm Forest. Bring a picnic lunch and blanket and enjoy the
park's beauty and peacefulness. The Youth Farm has a large

field perfect for running around, flying a kite, throwing a
frisbee, or reading a book.

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/embarc-community-youth-farm-52946347093
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https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eWkJuTKvEJel9NY
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Gardening Calendar
May

Make third plantings of vegetables mentioned for April (snap beans, corn,
squash, lima beans).
Control grass and weeds; they compete for moisture and fertilizer.
Locate mulching materials for such crops as tomatoes, peppers, eggplant,
Irish potatoes, okra, and lima beans. Apply before dry spells occur but
after plants are well established (usually by blooming time).
Pole beans cling to the trellis or sticks more readily if attached by the time
they start running.
Try a few tomato plants on stakes or trellises this year. Now is the time to
start removing suckers and tying the plants up.
Watch out for the "10 most wanted" culprits: Mexican bean beetle,
Colorado potato beetle, bean leaf beetle, Harlequin cabbage bug, blister
beetle, cabbage worm, tomato hornworm, tomato fruit worm (and corn
earworm), cucumber beetle, and squash bug. Early discovery makes early
control possible. Follow the schedule given in the Georgia Pest
Management Handbook for control of corn earworm and pickleworm.
Begin disease control measures as needed. Check with your county
Extension office for more information.
Water as needed.
Mulch as needed.
Keep a log book of problems and failures that occur so you can avoid or
prevent them in the next planting season. Note successful techniques and
varieties for consideration next season.
Make plans now for putting up some of your garden produce. Check with
your county Extension office for more information.

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C943&title=vegetable-garden-calendar#April
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C943&title=vegetable-garden-calendar#April
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=SB48&title=Georgia%20Pest%20Management%20Handbook%20%E2%80%94%20Home%20and%20Garden%20Edition
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=SB48&title=Georgia%20Pest%20Management%20Handbook%20%E2%80%94%20Home%20and%20Garden%20Edition
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Tips on asking for advice from your Extension Service
Take pictures - clear pictures of the whole plant, the affected
leaves (top and bottom), stems, fruit, and of any bugs or eggs

you see

Have information ready - When was it planted? How long has the
problem been present? Have you tried any kind of treatment

already? Are other plants having the same issues? 

Bring in a sample - We are happy to try and diagnose problems in our office
(Free). However, for some problems, samples are sent to the UGA Plant

Pathology Lab ($14)
Samples should be in an enclosed bag or container, with a paper towel, and

include leaves, stems, roots, flowers/fruit, and any insects that were found on
it.

Email us at UGE1089@uga.edu

Call us at 404-298-4080

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
If you are an individual with a disability who may require assistance or accommodation in
order to participate in or receive the benefit of a service, program, or activity of UGA, or if

you desire more information, please contact us. 


