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UGA announces 2023 pollinator plants
of the year

The pollinator plant of the year program was designed to
encourage the use of high-impact plants that support

pollinators in private and commercial gardens.

Spring bloomer – Blue wild indigo
Baptisia australis

About: Blue wild indigo is a 4-foot-tall
perennial wildflower in the pea family.
In spring, this plant has tall spikes of

eye-catching cobalt blue flowers.
Conservation value: Supports many
native bees and other pollinators.

The plants are nominated by gardeners, horticulturists, entomologists, ecologists and green
industry professionals throughout Georgia and selected by a committee.

https://botgarden.uga.edu/botanical-garden-pollinator-plants/
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Georgia native – Coastal plain Joe
Pye weed

Eutrochium dubium
About: Coastal plain Joe Pye weed is

a perennial wildflower in the
sunflower family that grows 3 to 5

feet tall with profuse but tiny mauve
flowers that bloom from July through

September.
Conservation value: Supports bumble
bees, small bees, hummingbirds and

butterflies.

Fall bloomer – Aromatic aster
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium

About: Aromatic aster is a perennial
wildflower in the sunflower family

that grows 3 to 4 feet tall with
purple flowers in the fall.

Conservation value: Supports many
native bees, butterflies, hover flies

and wasps.

Summer bloomer – Wild bergamot
Monarda fistulosa

About: Wild bergamot is a perennial
in the mint family that grows 4 to 5

feet tall, with long-lasting white,
lavender or magenta summer blooms

that attract many different
pollinators.

Conservation value: Supports many
native bees, hummingbirds and

butterflies.
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Upcoming In Person Learning Opportunities
Planning a Spring Garden - Not sure where to start with your
spring garden? Interested in updating your plan? Come join us

in Planning a Spring Garden! We will discuss raised beds vs row
planting, proper plant spacing, and the importance of bed

location. Also learn when to plant what, how to start
transplants, along with succession and companion planting.

Additional topics we will touch on include soil testing,
preparation, and amending, as well as common pest ID and

control.
March 6 @5:30p

Sue Kellogg - Stone Mountain Library

Soil Testing - Come learn the basics of soil testing. You will
learn how to take a sample and interpret the results. We will

also discuss how to amend the soil and solve common soil
problems such as drainage, compaction, and pests.

March 25 @10am

Registration links will be available soon
Follow us on Facebook for the most current information

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
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Upcoming Virtual Learning Opportunities

"Spring Vegetables & Herbs"- March 16th at 6pm -Starting and caring for a
thriving vegetable garden this spring and summer. Get started on the right foot

for a bountiful harvest. 

"Heirloom Plants"- April 13th at 6pm Fruits, vegetables and landscape plants to
add to your garden that have stood the test of time. 

"Enchanting Fairy Gardens & Whimsical Landscapes"- Lunch & Learn, May 10th at
12pm- Add some whimsy to your garden with a fairy village or garden accents to

enhance your landscape. 

"Attracting Pollinators"- May 23rd at 6pm Pollinators are an important part of
any garden. Whether you need them to help pollinate your edibles or would like
to create an environment that is friendly for them. We will go over some of their

favorites. 

"Shade Gardening"- Lunch & Learn, June 15th at 12pm Made for Shade. Whether
you have a shady landscape or just a shady spot. We will talk about plants to

help brighten up the shade in your garden 

"Insects Pests & Beneficials"- July 13th at 6pm How to minimize the bad bugs and
keep around the good bugs in your garden and landscape.
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UGA students offer free tax prep services
through VITA program

University of Georgia students will again provide free tax
preparation services as part of the UGA Volunteer Income Tax

Assistance Program. Through a partnership with UGA
Cooperative Extension, the program also provides free tax filing

services virtually to communities across the state.
The VITA program offers free tax help to low and moderate

income households or those who would like assistance preparing
their own returns.

Residents who live outside the Athens area can schedule virtual
appointments through their county Extension offices.

Appointments can be scheduled on the VITA website here:
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/fhce/vita-schedule-an-appointment

Last year, students in the program filed over 1,500 federal
returns, secured $2.3 million in refunds and contributed an

estimated impact of $4.4 million, saving Georgia residents over
$600,000 in fees.

https://www.fcs.uga.edu/news/story/uga-students-offer-free-tax-prep-services-through-vita-program
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/news/story/uga-students-offer-free-tax-prep-services-through-vita-program
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/fhce/vita-what-is-vita
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/fhce/vita-what-is-vita
https://www.fcs.uga.edu/fhce/vita-schedule-an-appointment
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