
If you are seeing plants with individual branch death, top dieback , or are
slow to leaf out and grow, the problem is most likely freeze-damage. Some

plants were killed entirely or were killed to the ground, resulting in new
growth developing from the crown (such as with hydrangeas). Boxwoods

have been hit particularly hard. 
There is damage across all the boxwood in the field planting; however, some

plants are showing more damage than others. The amount of damage just
has to do with what stage of growth was present at the time of the freeze
event. Those that were growing well and flushing new growth were most

damaged. Those not showing as much damage now are actually more
stressed and slower growing plants. Their growth developed after the freeze

event. (Cont. Page 3)
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University of Georgia researchers in the College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and the College of

Engineering are wrapping up the final year of a study to
develop improved, cost-effective treatment systems with
advanced technologies for removing polyfluoroalkyl and

perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) from water, wastewater and
biosolids.

Dubbed “forever chemicals,” PFAS are a group of
manufactured chemicals developed in the late 1930s that have

been widely used in industry and consumer products due to
their fire-resistant properties and ability to repel oil and

water. The team was awarded nearly $1.6 million through a
congressionally mandated grant from the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) to mitigate PFAS, which take a long
time to break down and can build up in people, animals, water

and soil over time. PFAS are commonly found in paper food
packaging, stain-resistant and waterproof clothing and

furniture, fire-repellants, and nonstick cookware.

CAES researchers find improved treatments
for removing 'forever chemicals'

https://newswire.caes.uga.edu/story/10207/improved-pfas-treatments.html
https://newswire.caes.uga.edu/story/10207/improved-pfas-treatments.html
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Follow us on Facebook for the most current information

Freeze damaged tissues often appear light-colored and bleached;
however, on other plant species, damaged tissues will be brown or black
and shriveled. In some cases, cambial damage may have occurred that is
preventing water and nutrient translocation in the plant. This is where

you may see poor growth and branch or top dieback.
At this point, if you see trees and woody shrubs not doing well, showing
branch dieback, having exploded/sloughing bark or vertical cracking on

trunks, look to see if it is mostly on the western to southern exposure
and assume it is due to freeze damage. There isn’t anything that can be
done other than prune off the dead tissues but wait until axillary buds

start to break before heavy pruning.
 Many boxwoods are showing extensive dieback or where one to several
branches are browning and dying. Most is cold damage, but some could

be due to Volutella blight or Colletotrichum dieback. Both of these
diseases are due to mostly secondary pathogens that infect weakened,

often root disease affected, plants and cause small cankers on the stems
that kills the foliage above it. There is no control for these diseases other

than pruning out affected/dead branches and trying to alleviate plant
stress. Fungicides may or may not help, and mostly won't because the

main problem is due to root issues, so they are generally not
recommended. Look for black stem lesions, leaf spotting, and defoliation

on affected parts of the plant to identify boxwood blight.

Winter Damage continued

Information provided by Jean Williams-Woodward, Ph.D. 
Extension Plant Pathologist
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Community Events
E.M.B.A.R.C. Youth Farm Events

June 14 and 21 - Nature Play for Kids 
 We’ll walk through the Youth Farm Forest, climb on rocks, look for critters under
logs, and explore the forest surroundings. We’ll be walking at least 1 mile, so be
prepared to help your child if they need it. Expect to get dirty and wet, so wear
clothes and shoes appropriate for the activity and weather. Bring water bottles,

snacks, a change of clothes, and anything you need.
Please arrive 15 minutes early.
A GES 2-8 - Plus Their Adults.

9:30a-10:30a

June 10 and 27- Volunteer Garden Day
Get ready to roll up your sleeves and

volunteer in the garden! We will work in
the newly planted orchard, adding soil

to the garden beds and more. We
welcome individuals and groups of all

ages, backgrounds, and abilities.
Wear close-toed shoes and old clothes

that you do not mind getting dirty
Arrive at the main gate.

9a-12p

June 3 - Hike with an Urban Forester
Join urban forester and arborist Dave
Long of the Georgia Forestry
Commission for a guided nature walk
of EMBARC's trails. We will cover
forest succession, ecology, plant ID,
edible/valuable plants, and more.
All ages are welcome, but supervision
for young children is required. This
hike is considered moderate. Dress for
the weather, wear suitable hiking
shoes, and bring a water bottle. The
hike will last from 10:00 am - 11:00
am, and we will meet at the EMBARC
parking lot.

Click to Register

https://www.eventbrite.com/d/united-states--georgia/free--events/em.b.a.r.c.-community-youth-farm/?page=1
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Community Events

Landscape Design with Native Plants
Saturday, July 29, 10 am to 12 pm.

The Intown Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant Society invites you to join three
local experts as they share knowledge about how to approach landscape design

accumulated over many years working with native plants.
 The talk will cover both form and function, as these speakers relate not only how

to design a beautiful landscape for your home, but also one that will rebuild a
friendly habitat for pollinators, wildlife, and people!

Design concepts and plant characteristics such as size, color, bloom time and more
will be shared to help you bring a beautiful native garden to life.

Muscadine Trellising at the Tapestry Donation Garden
Join Food Well Alliance and One Tree Planted on World Environment Day, Monday,
June 5 to help save the muscadine vines at our Tapestry Donation Garden! Tapestry

has been home to a productive 40-vine muscadine vineyard for many years, but
the existing muscadine trellises are in desperate need of repair. Without strong

trellises, the muscadine vines cannot continue to thrive. Volunteers are needed to
help install new posts as part of replacing the trellises. If time allows, we'll also

stake tomatoes and harvest produce. This project runs from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the
Tapestry Garden, located near Grant Park

Register at https://www.foodwellalliance.org/

Click to Register

https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
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https://gnps.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/gnps/eventRegistration.jsp?event=438
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
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https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
https://volunteer.handsonatlanta.org/opportunities/UU0zWQBCdd?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1047906200299487413&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FVTzNwTzetSjU0qEoCAHP6Hp0fAAAA
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Tips on asking for advice from your Extension Service
Take pictures - clear pictures of the whole plant, the affected
leaves (top and bottom), stems, fruit, and of any bugs or eggs

you see

Have information ready - When was it planted? How long has the
problem been present? Have you tried any kind of treatment

already? Are other plants having the same issues? 

Bring in a sample - We are happy to try and diagnose problems in our office
(Free). However, for some problems, samples are sent to the UGA Plant

Pathology Lab ($14)
Samples should be in an enclosed bag or container and include damaged plant

parts and any insects that were on it

Have an idea for a class or program? 
Click here to let us know!

Email us at UGE1089@uga.edu

Call us at 404-298-4080
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Batter up! Mark your calendar and start making plans now for
the annual Georgia 4-H Day at the Atlanta Braves Game on

Saturday, July 15, 2023! Come out and see our name in lights
and enjoy Georgia 4-H Clovers & Co. as they sing the pre-

game National Anthem!
Here are the details:

Who: Atlanta Braves vs. Chicago White Sox
When: Saturday, July 15, 2023 at 7:15 PM

Where: Truist Park, 755 Battery Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30339
Contact us to purchase tickets by June 9, 2023.

See you there! Mical.StClair@uga.edu
leslie.reese@uga.edu

mailto:Mical.StClair@uga.edu
mailto:leslie.reese@uga.edu
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Upcoming Virtual Learning Opportunities
"Shade Gardening"- Lunch & Learn, June 15th at 12pm Made for Shade. Whether

you have a shady landscape or just a shady spot. We will talk about plants to
help brighten up the shade in your garden 

"Insects Pests & Beneficials"- July 13th at 6pm How to minimize the bad bugs and
keep around the good bugs in your garden and landscape.


