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Holes in your home landscape? Here's how to
select new plants

Residents of Georgia and other parts of the Southeast
inevitably arrive at the same observation: Cold temperatures

this past December and weather conditions in subsequent
months wreaked havoc on home landscapes. Now that the
weather has warmed up, many Georgians have found that

where their yards once had healthy and full plantings, there
are now holes and scraps of plants.

Instead of replacing like with like, consider something new-
maybe a  container garden, some specimen plants, or even

renovate your current beds.

Once you have an idea of what kind of plant or plants you’re
looking for and how they will be used in the landscape, gather
some basic information about your site. Know how much sun
and shade is present throughout the day. For sites that start
sunny and become shady (or vice versa), have a good idea of
the number of hours of sun and shade. Check your soil to see

whether it drains well or tends to be damp. Estimate how
much space you have for the plants to fill, including height

and width. Make note of any windows or views that you
should avoid blocking.

Click for more information
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 That is a sure sign of Ambrosia Beetles. Unfortunately, there isn't really a way to treat them once
they've gotten into the tree. Depending on the severity of the attack, the tree may survive. If it is a

heavy infestation, though, your best bet is to actually remove the tree and try and protect the
surrounding trees.

Symptoms of an active infestation include “toothpicks” or strings of sawdust pushed out of tiny
pinholes bored in the bark (Figure 1b). Trees severely infested with granulate ambrosia beetle may

show symptoms of stunting, delayed leaf emergence in spring, and premature defoliation. The
toothpicks are delicate and can easily break apart and dissolve with rain or wind. They infest both

young and old trees and these damage symptoms can be seen.

Once adults of granulate ambrosia beetle bore through the bark, there are limited control options to
mitigate the problem. Beetles protected in the heartwood of the tree are less likely to be exposed to

insecticides. The beetles do not consume the wood, which further minimizes their insecticide exposure,
even if using systemic products containing neonicotinoid or diamide insecticides.

Pyrethroid insecticides such as permethrin or bifenthrin can be used as preventative sprays to repel
invading females and as a rescue treatment if applied quickly after the attack is initiated. Thus, the

insecticide application timing becomes critically important for management.
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Is one or more of your trees suddenly growing
toothpicks out of the trunk?
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Follow us on Facebook for the most current information

Handy guides to things  that buzz
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Community Events
E.M.B.A.R.C. Youth Farm EventsClick to Register

July 8 at 9am
Community Workday - Get ready to roll up your sleeves and
volunteer in the garden! We will work in the newly planted

orchard, adding soil to the garden beds and more. We welcome
individuals and groups of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities.
Wear close-toed shoes and old clothes that you do not mind

getting dirty.

July 11 and 19
Nature Play for Kids - We’ll walk through the Youth Farm Forest,

climb on rocks, look for critters under logs, and explore the
forest surroundings. We’ll be walking at least 1 mile, so be

prepared to help your child if they need it. Expect to get dirty and
wet, so wear clothes and shoes appropriate for the activity and
weather. Bring water bottles, snacks, a change of clothes, and

anything you need

July 22 at 8am
Kids Yoga in the Park - Would you like to introduce your child
to the practice of yoga? Or expand your child's yoga practice?

If yes, join us for an exciting yoga flow focusing on
mindfulness, movement, and breathwork with a certified

yoga instructor.

https://www.eventbrite.com/d/united-states--georgia/free--events/em.b.a.r.c.-community-youth-farm/?page=1
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Community Events

Landscape Design with Native Plants
Saturday, July 29, 10 am to 12 pm.

The Intown Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant Society invites you to join three
local experts as they share knowledge about how to approach landscape design

accumulated over many years working with native plants.
 The talk will cover both form and function, as these speakers relate not only how

to design a beautiful landscape for your home, but also one that will rebuild a
friendly habitat for pollinators, wildlife, and people!

Design concepts and plant characteristics such as size, color, bloom time and more
will be shared to help you bring a beautiful native garden to life.

Click to Register
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Tips on asking for advice from your Extension Service
Take pictures - clear pictures of the whole plant, the affected
leaves (top and bottom), stems, fruit, and of any bugs or eggs

you see

Have information ready - When was it planted? How long has the
problem been present? Have you tried any kind of treatment

already? Are other plants having the same issues? 

Bring in a sample - We are happy to try and diagnose problems in our office
(Free). However, for some problems, samples are sent to the UGA Plant

Pathology Lab ($14)
Samples should be in an enclosed bag or container and include damaged plant

parts and any insects that were on it

Have an idea for a class or program? 
Click here to let us know!

Email us at UGE1089@uga.edu

Call us at 404-298-4080
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Batter up! Mark your calendar and start making plans now for
the annual Georgia 4-H Day at the Atlanta Braves Game on

Saturday, July 15, 2023! Come out and see our name in lights
and enjoy Georgia 4-H Clovers & Co. as they sing the pre-

game National Anthem!
Here are the details:

Who: Atlanta Braves vs. Chicago White Sox
When: Saturday, July 15, 2023 at 7:15 PM

Where: Truist Park, 755 Battery Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30339
Contact us to purchase tickets by June 9, 2023.

See you there! Mical.StClair@uga.edu
leslie.reese@uga.edu

mailto:Mical.StClair@uga.edu
mailto:leslie.reese@uga.edu
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Upcoming Virtual Learning Opportunities
"Insects Pests & Beneficials"- July 13th at 6pm How to minimize the bad bugs and

keep around the good bugs in your garden and landscape.


