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Gearing Up for Spring
No matter what the groundhog says, we know spring is

right around the corner. Be ready for it by preparing now.
Gardening and landscape equipment can be an expensive investment for both
consumers and professionals. However, quality equipment can last a lifetime when
cared for properly. 

Frequently used hand tools with wooden handles should be treated with boiled
linseed or tung oil, or spray-painted with and outdoor paint to protect them.

Sarpen pruners with a small mill file or sharpening stone.

Check oil and fuel on motorized equipment and change if needed.

Sharpen blades, check for any damage, and make sure equipment is working
correctly before you will need it to save yourself a headache later on.

https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%201247_1.PDF
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Landscape Best Management
Practices

Research has shown that if you properly select, install and
maintain ornamental plant, you greatly increase their survival

and performance in the landscape.

BMPs for getting ready to plant

BMP 1: Fall and winter planting of woody ornamentals and herbaceous
perennials is recommended because there is less demand for water and
nutrients by the top and more energy and food for root growth.

BMP 2: Prepare the planting bed properly by deep tilling. When planting
individual plants, dig a wide planting hole to provide a favorable rooting
environment.

Tip — Soil drainage can be checked by digging a hole approximately 15 inches
deep by 15 inches in diameter and filling it with water. If water is left
standing in the hold after 1 hour, the site may drain poorly. If water remains
in the hole for several hours, site improvements are needed.

BMP 3: Add appropriate amendments to the planting bed (when necessary) to
improve the physical properties of the soil — water retention, water infiltration,
drainage — or to enhance its mineral and microbial content.

Tip — Research has shown that amendments added to individual planting
holes are not helpful and can in fact be harmful to the plant. They may act
like a sponge, holding too much moisture in the hole. They may also
encourage the roots to stay within the confines of the hole instead of
growing outward into the native soil. Backfill these plants with the native
soil.

https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%20873_7.PDF
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%20873_7.PDF
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Upcoming In Person Learning Opportunities
Planning a Spring Garden - Not sure where to start with your
spring garden? Interested in updating your plan? Come join us

in Planning a Spring Garden! We will discuss raised beds vs row
planting, proper plant spacing, and the importance of bed

location. Also learn when to plant what, how to start
transplants, along with succession and companion planting.

Additional topics we will touch on include soil testing,
preparation, and amending, as well as common pest ID and

control.
March 6 @5:30p

Sue Kellogg - Stone Mountain Library

Soil Testing - Come learn the basics of soil testing. You will
learn how to take a sample and interpret the results. We will

also discuss how to amend the soil and solve common soil
problems such as drainage, compaction, and pests.

March 25 @1pm

Registration links will be available soon
Follow us on Facebook for the most current information

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-a-spring-garden-tickets-511991860437?fbclid=IwAR2gibXmLSww2TFeFIEMl5uzX12WGvPIovUAYOEMpY56ntBRw6rf6ocdCSE
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Upcoming Virtual Learning Opportunities
"Totally Tomatoes"- March 1st at 6pm -From seed to harvest of this southern
garden favorite. Learn how to start tomatoes indoors now and then caring for

them in your garden. 

"Spring Vegetables & Herbs"- March 16th at 6pm -Starting and caring for a
thriving vegetable garden this spring and summer. Get started on the right foot

for a bountiful harvest. 

"Heirloom Plants"- April 13th at 6pm Fruits, vegetables and landscape plants to
add to your garden that have stood the test of time. 

"Enchanting Fairy Gardens & Whimsical Landscapes"- Lunch & Learn, May 10th at
12pm- Add some whimsy to your garden with a fairy village or garden accents to

enhance your landscape. 

"Attracting Pollinators"- May 23rd at 6pm Pollinators are an important part of
any garden. Whether you need them to help pollinate your edibles or would like
to create an environment that is friendly for them. We will go over some of their

favorites. 

"Shade Gardening"- Lunch & Learn, June 15th at 12pm Made for Shade. Whether
you have a shady landscape or just a shady spot. We will talk about plants to

help brighten up the shade in your garden 

"Insects Pests & Beneficials"- July 13th at 6pm How to minimize the bad bugs and
keep around the good bugs in your garden and landscape.
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