
Flowering and foliage plants can make welcome gifts. How long they remain
attractive may be directly related to the care and handling they are given. This

publication describes ways to properly care for holiday and gift plants to ensure
maximum longevity.

Proper watering is critical. Large plants in small containers dry out quickly.
Also, the relative humidity indoors tends to be quite low during the heating and

air-conditioning seasons. Under these conditions, check plants daily. Over-
watering can be just as detrimental as under-watering. Potted plants generally

should not be watered until the soil is nearly dry to the touch. Then apply
enough water that some drains from the bottom of the pot. The excess should

be discarded.

Holiday and gift plants are often delivered in waterproof containers or wrapped
in foil. If possible, remove these pot coverings or punch holes in the bottom of

the pot to promote good drainage. Place the pot in a saucer to protect furniture.
Misting plants is not advised and may cause increased foliar disease.

Check this out to get information on common holiday and gift plants and tips
on their care.

December 2023
https://extension.uga.edu

University of Georgia Cooperative
Extension DeKalb County Office

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative
Action, Veteran, Disability Institution

Follow us on

Facebook

Holiday gift plant care
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Hobby Greenhouses
A greenhouse gives a homeowner an opportunity to grow plants

year-round in a controlled environment. While a greenhouse can
be either a substantial or nominal investment, success as a

hobby greenhouse grower will depend on the degree of
environmental control that can be maintained in the structure.

Environmental controls can be expensive, and as most other
hobbies, home greenhouses require a financial commitment.

However, there are options. Smaller, less expensive greenhouses
are available. While they are not as sturdy as the more

permanent structures, they will get the job done. 

Click here for more
information about types
of and requirements of

hobby greenhouses

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B910
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Generating Income on 20 acres

A popular trend these days is for families to move from the city
or a subdivision to a small tract of land in the country. Many

people dream of owning a farm and undertaking an agricultural
practice, perhaps like their ancestors did many years ago. The

idea of producing your own food in a clean, controlled
environment is very appealing to some people. While dreams

may be big, careful research and planning should be done prior
to jumping into any farm venture. Important considerations
such as desire, capital, feasibility, labor, demographics, and

marketing all need to be considered. If all of the items mentioned
in the previous sentence can be checked off, then starting your

mini farm may be a great experience.

Possible small farming ventures include small fruits and/or
vegetables, ornamental plants, mushrooms, small livestock,

honey production, and Christmas trees.

For more information, click here.

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B1551
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Garden Calendar 
December

Why not get started early for next year?
 Spread manure, rotted sawdust, and leaves over the garden and plow them under;
you'll be surprised at the difference this organic matter will make in the fertility,

physical structure, and water-holding capacity of the soil.
Take a soil sample to allow plenty of time to get the report back. Lime applied now
will be of more benefit next year than if it is applied in the spring before planting.
Always apply Dolomitic limestone in order to get both calcium and magnesium.

Save those leaves for the compost heap.
Take an inventory. Maybe you had too much of some vegetables and not enough of
others or maybe there were some unnecessary "skips" in the supply. Perhaps some

insect, disease, or nematode problem got the upper hand. Make a note about
favorite varieties. 

Start planning next year's garden now!
You're wise to order flower and vegetable seeds in December or January while the

supply is plentiful. Review the results of last year's garden and order the more
successful varieties.

You may have seeds left over from last year. Check their viability by placing some
in damp paper towels and observing the germination percentage. If the percentage

is low, order new ones.
Before sending in your seed order, draw a map of the garden area and decide the

direction and length of the rows, how much row spacing is needed for each
vegetable, whether to plant on raised beds, and other details. That way, you won't

order too many seeds. This same advice applies to the flower garden. Try new
cultivars, add more color, change the color scheme, layer the colors by having

taller and shorter plants—don't do it the same way year after year.

Look around for tools you do not have and hint for these for Christmas presents.
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Journeyman Farmer Certificate Program —
Developing the Next Generation of Sustainable

Farmers in Georgia

Across the United States and in Georgia, the number of small- and
medium-sized farms is declining and the average age of farmers is on

the rise. Although we need new farmers, the barriers would-be farmers
face when trying to grow new agricultural businesses from the ground up

can be formidable. UGA Extension and partners have developed a new
Journeyman Farmer Certificate Program to provide a comprehensive

training program for beginning farmers.

DeKalb County Extension will be offering this program starting
February 5, 2024. It will include four weeks of Small Farm Business
Planning and seven weeks of Small Fruit and Vegetable Production.

Sessions will be held on Mondays at 6pm.

If you would like more information about participating in the
Journeyman Farmer Certificate Program, please click HERE

Those who fill out the interest form will receive
the registration link first.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdC6rgm6LpIX_fL41wZlN3MybP5TTW2B_UA3iTZh1WKu25H9g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdC6rgm6LpIX_fL41wZlN3MybP5TTW2B_UA3iTZh1WKu25H9g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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There have been no sightings of the Asian Giant Hornet, dubbed
the “murder hornet”, confirmed by the USDA since 2021.

https://kgmi.com/news/007700-still-no-new-sightings-of-northern-giant-hornets-in-washington-state/
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Tips on asking for advice from your Extension Service
Take pictures - clear pictures of the whole plant, the affected
leaves (top and bottom), stems, fruit, and of any bugs or eggs

you see

Have information ready - When was it planted? How long has the
problem been present? Have you tried any kind of treatment

already? Are other plants having the same issues? 

Bring in a sample - We are happy to try and diagnose problems in our office
(Free). However, for some problems, samples are sent to the UGA Plant

Pathology Lab ($14)
Samples should be in an enclosed bag or container and include leaves, stems,

roots, flowers/fruit, and any insects that were found on it.

Email us at UGE1089@uga.edu

Call us at 404-298-4080

or
Fill out the help request form

https://forms.gle/n4JdAKZfgYY19dTU6

