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When Phyllicia Thomas walked across the stage to accept her
degree in environmental law in December 2023, it was the

culmination of two journeys — one toward a dream set upon as a
high school student and the other an unforeseen detour she

navigated with determination and the steadfast support of her
family.

Former DeKalb County Resident to Amazing
UGA Alumni

Thomas embarked on the second journey just
over a year after graduating from the

University of Georgia’s College of Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences with a bachelor’s

degree in environmental economics and
management in May 2019.

It was June 3, 2020, and Phyllicia had just
completed her first year in the environmental
law program at the Emory University School
of Law in Atlanta. That day she was driving
with her mother, Arlene, and her younger

sister, Julianna, to shop for a Father’s Day gift
for her dad, Chris, when their car was struck

by a speeding truck.

https://cultivate.caes.uga.edu/phyllicia-thomas/
https://cultivate.caes.uga.edu/phyllicia-thomas/
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CrapeMurder season is here
Pruning is one of the most controversial aspects of maintaining
crapemyrtle. Traditionally, many crapemyrtles were routinely
topped, leaving large branch and stem stubs. This practice has

been called “crape murder” because most people dislike the winter
appearance, and many professionals believe the practice impacts

crapemyrtle health and structural integrity.
Topping removes large amounts of starches and other food

reserves stored within branches because large-diameter stems are
removed. Topping dramatically reduces the size of the plant

canopy, ultimately decreasing the plant’s ability to produce food
(starches) through photosynthesis. The large branch stubs caused
by topping result in large areas of exposed wood that allow access

by insects and woodrotting organisms, weakening the plant’s
structure. Finally, topping results in many dead stubs throughout

the tree
Improper pruning, or crepe murder, can take a tree that is

beautiful even if it is never touched and turn it in to an ugly mess
of stumpy branches and weak, sagging limbs with few to no

flowers.

To learn more about how to properly prune crapemyrtles, and
other plants, check out the resources below.

https://t.uga.edu/9OK

https://burke.ces.ncsu.edu/2016/01/crepe-murder-revisited/
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The Intown Atlanta Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant Society is hosting its
native plant swap on Sunday, April 21st, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at Walker Park, 200
Memorial Terrace SE, Atlanta, GA 30316. Please bring 5–10 native plants to swap.
Or if you have more to share, bring them for people just starting out with native

gardening!

Spring Native Plant Swap

Upcoming GNPS Events

Pollinator Garden Planting at Lullwater Conservation Garden

On April 27th, the Intown Atlanta Chapter of the Georgian Native Plant Society will
partner with the Historic Druid Hills Home & Garden Tour for La Habitat Helpers

activity. Children will help create new butterfly habitat in the Lullwater
Conservation Garden,  by planting species that support Georgia butterflies like the

Zebra Swallowtail and the endangered Monarch. Participating children will also
take home seed packets to start their own butterfly gardens!

City Nature Challenge

 On Saturday, April 27th, the Intown Atlanta Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant
Society will be partnering with our friends at the Fernbank Museum for some on-
site citizen science at the Lullwater Conservation Garden. Each year, as part of the
national City Nature Challenge (April 26th to May 5th this year), Fernbank helps
nature lovers all over Atlanta contribute observations via iNaturalist to help us

better understand and document the health of our local ecosystems. No
experience required, just have your cell phone handy. Trained volunteers will help
you observe, snap, and upload snapshots of Lullwater's lush surroundings via the

iNaturalist app. A win-win for nature lovers!

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2I_UYaFsoaQQE3iDhMSqcmFDWDa3wh1UnE1kjJDL8g/edit?usp=sharing
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Upcoming E.M.B.A.R.C. Events

April 13 from 9a-12p - Volunteer Training: Pruning 101 & 102 With
Trees Atlanta

Learn to correctly prune so that you can help care for the thousands of street
trees we plant. Prerequisite instructional videos that you must watch before

watching the Pruning 101 virtual class

April 13 from 1:30-3:30p - GROWING OYSTER MUSHROOMS
Learn how to grow oyster mushrooms at home. This easy hands-on

workshop will teach you the basic steps while providing the needed supplies
to create your own oyster mushroom kit. Led by Sam Landes, of the

Mushroom Club of Georgia.

April 20 from 10a-3p - Adopt - A - Stream Chemical Workshop
The hands-on workshop teaches about basic stream water chemistry and

how to conduct various chemical tests using hand-held field equipment. We
will begin with a slide show that will go over the basic parameters of water

quality: dissolved oxygen, conductivity, pH, and temperature.
Then, there will be a written test to become officially certified with the State

of Georgia. Finally, participants will collect and test water samples in the
stream. So be prepared to get wet and dirty, and bring closed-toe shoes or

boots that can be submerged.
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Gardening Calendar
April

Plant your choices of the following warm-season or "frost-
tender" crops: beans (snap, pole, and lima), cantaloupe, sweet
corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, field peas, peppers, squash,
tomatoes, and watermelon.
Plant tall-growing crops such as okra, pole beans, and corn on
the north side of other vegetables to avoid shading. Plant two or
more rows of corn for better pollination.
Make a second planting within 2 to 3 weeks of the first planting
of snap beans, corn, and squash.
Within 3 to 4 weeks of the first planting, plant more lima beans
and corn. Remember: for better pollination, plant at least two or
more rows.
Be sure to plant enough vegetables for canning and freezing.
Cultivate to control weeds and grass, to break crusty soil, and to
provide aeration.
Maintain mulch between rows.
For the crops planted earlier, side-dress as described above.
Plant tender herbs.
Remember: Do not work in your garden when the foliage is wet
to avoid spreading diseases from one plant to another.

https://site.extension.uga.edu/bartow/yellownecked-caterpillars-on-blueberries/
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C943&title=vegetable-garden-calendar#April
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C943&title=vegetable-garden-calendar#April
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https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eWkJuTKvEJel9NY
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SIGN UP FOR IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

https://ugaprojectfree.ripplescience.com/survey/Sv7HJYgAWpe7PwQ8s/KkSfTy7unp2qsM3oq/form?fbclid=IwAR3lFtvjh8ZSd6xMVdFLR1cZS01x15cDDEbVFbUipnk93sp40U2sB4ACIWI
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Tips on asking for advice from your Extension Service
Take pictures - clear pictures of the whole plant, the affected
leaves (top and bottom), stems, fruit, and of any bugs or eggs

you see

Have information ready - When was it planted? How long has the
problem been present? Have you tried any kind of treatment

already? Are other plants having the same issues? 

Bring in a sample - We are happy to try and diagnose problems in our office
(Free). However, for some problems, samples are sent to the UGA Plant

Pathology Lab ($14)
Samples should be in an enclosed bag or container, with a paper towel, and

include leaves, stems, roots, flowers/fruit, and any insects that were found on
it.

Email us at UGE1089@uga.edu

Call us at 404-298-4080

or
Fill out the help request form

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 
If you are an individual with a disability who may require assistance or accommodation in
order to participate in or receive the benefit of a service, program, or activity of UGA, or if

you desire more information, please contact us. 

https://forms.gle/n4JdAKZfgYY19dTU6

