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IMPORTANT DATES
Turfgrass Research Field Day  
A u g  9 ,  2 0 1 8  

U G A  G r i f f i n  c a m p u s   

1 1 0 9  E x p e r i m e n t  S t ,  G r i f f i n ,  G A  

R e g  l i n k :  w w w . G e o r g i a T u r f . c o m  

 
Row Crops Field Day 
A u g  1 5 ,  2 0 1 8  
S E  G A  R e s e a r c h  &  E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r  

9 6 3 8  G A - 5 6 ,  M i d v i l l e ,  G A   
M o r e  I n f o :  4 7 8 - 5 8 9 - 7 4 7 2  
 
Farm Safety Program 
Produce Safety Rule 
A u g  1 6 ,  2 0 1 8  

U G A  T i f t o n  C o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r  

1 5  R D C  R d ,  T i f t o n  G A  
R e g  l i n k :   h t t p : / / b i t . l y / p s a t i f t    
 
Crisp Co Young Farmers Meeting   
7 p ,  A u g  1 6 ,  2 0 1 8  

C r i s p  C o  H i g h  S c h o o l    
 
Pine Plantation Workshop 
A u g  1 5 - 1 6 ,  2 0 1 8  

B u l l o c h  C o  A g  C e n t e r    

1 5 1  L a n g s t o n  C h a p e l  R d ,

S t a t e s b o r o ,  G A  

R e g  l i n k :  c o n t e d . w a r n e l l . u g a . e d u  

 
Cotton & Peanut Field Day    

S e p  5 ,  2 0 1 8  

U G A ' s  G i b b s  F a r m    

1 3 9 2  W h i d d o n  M i l l  R d ,  T i f t o n ,  G A    

R S V P  S e p  2 :  2 2 9 - 3 8 6 - 3 0 0 6  

 
 

CHLOROPICRIN AGAINST F. WILT
"Its  t ime to go on vacation. . ."  one producer said,  another stated that " it
was a struggle to keep the vines up and healthy enough t i l l  harvest  was
over."  Quotes indicating that the watermelon season is  f inished up.  Indeed,
many f ields are terminated and harrowed up.  The conveyor belts  in the
packing sheds are empty and immobile.  In this  t ime of watermelon wind
down, prel iminary results  of  Fusarium wilt  research have become clear .   
 
I t  was a mixed bag for watermelon producers this  year.  Weak root systems
and stem spl its  at  transplant led many growers to reset more plants than
usual ly .  Historic  rainfal l  which started with super-storm Alberto in late
May left  f ie lds a muddy mess,  s lowed plant growth and kept producers from
making t imely pestic ide sprays.  The pre-July 4th market was high (20-24
cents/lb)  but many struggled to hit  that mark due to delayed watermelon
maturity.  Gummy stem bl ight,  powdery mildew and fruit  rot  were
predominant diseases found in many Crisp Co f ields.  The dreaded downy
mildew was scouted early in the season in GA on cucumber and appeared
on watermelon in counties surrounding Crisp later  in the season.  Among al l
these diseases,  Fusarium wilt  forms a backdrop of  inevitabi l i ty to the
cornucopia of  pathogens damaging this  mult i-mil l ion dol lar  industry.
Watermelons,  worth $124.5 mil l ion in GA in 2015 have seen yield loss up
to 69% due to F.  wi lt .  This  wi lt  is  the common cold of  the watermelon
world.  As such,  i t  is  f i rst  and foremost in the cross-hairs  of  research
proposals  and funding opportunit ies.   
 
Studies on control  of  F.  wi lt  have continued this  year at  Cordele's  very own
watermelon research stat ion.  The prel iminary 2018 data show that
fumigation with chloropicr in (pic  100)  decreased F.  wi lt  incidence in this
tr ia l .  This  is  evidenced by the aerial  photo above (taken at  the research
station)  comparing canopy cover of  non-fumigated ( left )  versus fumigated
plots (r ight) .  The eff icacy of  various fungicides,  run through drip tape,  were
also assessed in this  study.  Much detai l  has been left  out here to remain
succinct so please cal l  me at  the Crisp Co Extension off ice for  further info.  
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PEANUTS, COTTON & SOYBEANS 
Hot,  wet and sometimes sunny weather means we're in a perfect
environment for  the growth of  fungal  pathogens in our f ields.   
 
For peanuts,  this  means white mold.  "False white mold (FWM),"  fungus
Phanerochaete,  is  a  look al ike that should not be sprayed,  i ts  not
damaging.  Differences between the two fungi :  no lesions form under FWM,
it  doesn't  make BB-sized sclerotia and FWM wil l  discolor ,  turning yel low-
orange with age.  Consultants,  Peanut Rx and myself  are sources for  spray
programs,  t imel iness is  crucial  for  this  disease and target spot in peanuts.  
 
Cotton is  seeing bacterial  bl ight ,  susceptibi l i ty a  varietal  issue,  which can't
be control led after  planting.  Target spot,  not to be confused with
Stemphyl ium, can hurt  yields and scouting is  necessary to make spray
decis ions.  Chemicals  such as Headl ine,  Quadris  and Elatus work wel l ,  most
eff icacious is  Priaxor.  Good news is  that s i lver- leaf  white f l ies have yet to
be seen at  threshold (stark comparison to 2017)  and aphid populations
have general ly  crashed by a natural ly  occurr ing black fuzzy fungus.  Spray
for st ink bugs only at  threshold to conserve beneficial  insects.  
 
Soybeans are seeing kudzu bugs up to moderate levels ,  red-banded st ink
bugs and some caterpi l lar  pests.  Scouting and spraying when at  threshold
is  key.  Last ly ,  soybean rust  has been confirmed in SW GA on kudzu.  

PECANS & THEIR INSECTS 
Pecan Weevi l :  m o n i t o r  f o r  p e s t  n o w ,  o b s e r v e  i f  y o u ' r e  a t  s h e l l  h a r d e n i n g  a t

t i m e  o f  w e e v i l  p r e s e n c e  o r  n u t  d r o p  c a u s e d  b y  f e e d i n g ,  a n d  s p r a y :

p y r e t h r o i d s  &  I m i d a n  a t  l o w  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  C a r b a r y l  a t  h i g h  p o p u l a t i o n s

( c a n  f l a r e  o t h e r  p e s t s  l i k e  m i t e s ) .  
 
Black Aphid:  u s e  P r o  G i b b  +  a p h i c i d e  w h e n  a t  t h r e s h o l d .   
 
Walnut Caterpi l lar  & Fal l  Webworm: w e b w o r m s  o c c u r  a t  e n d  o f  b r a n c h e s

s p i n n i n g  p r o t e c t i v e  w e b s  a s  t h e y  f e e d / d e f o l i a t e .  W a l n u t  c a t e r p i l l a r s  f e e d

a n d  m o v e  d o w n  t h e  c a n o p y  w i t h o u t  p r o t e c t i o n .  A t  l o w  i n f e s t a t i o n s ,

p h y s i c a l l y  r e m o v e ,  a t  h i g h  n u m b e r s  s p r a y  I n t r e p i d  o r  D i m i l i n .    

WET FORECAST = DISEASE PRESSURE  

  

PEST CORNER
There is  NO  publ ic  health
concern in GA because of
kissing bugs.  Some of these
insects do vector the
parasite which causes
Chagas'  disease,  though the
Centers for  Disease Control
and Prevention have never
recorded a case in the
state.  Chagas'  disease is
endemic in South & Central
America where the kissing
bug wil l  defecate
immediately after  bit ing.  In
GA, the insects do not
exhibit  this  behavior .  The
disease is  only transmitted
by the feces gett ing
through an open wound or
via ingestion.  Kissing bugs
do not transmit  the disease
via bite.      

NUISANCE WILDLIFE
Over half  of  UGA Ag agent
cl ient phone cal ls  are for  the
control  of  eight species:
squirrels ,  moles,  voles,
armadi l los,  birds,  deer,  wi ld
pigs and snakes.  
 
Translocation of  smal l  pest
animals l ike some exampled
above as wel l  as  skunks and
racoons is  actual ly  i l legal .  One
reason for this  is  due to the
possible movement of  diseases
vectored by such wildl i fe,  l ike
rabies.   
 
In  many cases,  habitat
modif ication and exclusion are
the best  tactics to implement
first .  Clean up yard/wood
debris  and maintain fencing.  
 
Wildl i fe management
professionals  st i l l  consider
carrol  trapping for  feral  hogs
the best  practice for
control l ing pig poluations
around your property.  
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Image source:  accuweather.com / Bing Maps 

For more info: blog.extension.uga.edu/pecan/


