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“April showers bring May flowers,” so they say!  April showers seem to bring

soggy garden plots to me,  but I am willing to take them at their word.  One 

thing we can count on April to bring is our  plant sale!  Finally, we have

managed to get past the worst of COVID and will be able to return to having 

our plant sale at the fairgrounds.  So, make sure you sign up!  The actual 

plant sale is April 9th  with several volunteer work days before.

Our last frost date is finally approaching  and  spring is finally arriving.  You 

can see me with my coral bark Japanese maple tree.  It is  starting to bud out!

I love spring!

Spring has also produced a new “crop” of master gardeners! Congratulations

to the class of 2022 graduates!  We are  so  excited to have you as part of the 

family and  I am sure you have passed your final exam!

With COVID being rough on all of us, one thing that has suffered is our social

interaction as a group.  The board is discussing some social opportunities for 

us to get together.  Keep a look out for more information  on its way.

If you missed our last BYA, you really missed a treat.  Another excellent 

speaker brought to us by our BYA team.  If you did miss it, no worries; you

can see the video either  on  our website or  on  our YouTube channel.  Next 

month we are going to be treated to Lisa Bartlett “If Your Garden Isn't Being

Eaten - You're Not Doing It Right.”

Lastly, I’m sure you already know that the Master Gardener program was 

originally designed to have trained volunteers to help their local extension

agent handle some of the public demands.  April is volunteer appreciation 

month.  Despite all the COVID challenges, we’ve still managed to volunteer 

over 770 hours  so far  this year!  Last year (even with COVID), we logged a 

little over 4,552 hours!  Great work from some great folks!  See you at the

plant sale!
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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB “I CAN GARDEN”  

 
Submitted by Rebecca Gibson 

 

We have just finished a very exciting month.  Our volunteers met with the children in the I Can Garden 

Club at the Boys and Girls Club in Newnan.   Seventeen children attended the first session on 

Wednesday, March 2nd.  They were very attentive and seemed to really enjoy the lesson.  We met in the 

gym where we had plenty of room for the children to spread out.  Our next two sessions were equally 

successful. We thank Sonjia Lambeck, Kris Carpenter, Pat Farmer, Judi Worth, Dale Senko and 

Rebecca Gibson for participating in these first sessions of the year.  We welcome any MGEVs who would 

like to help us get the garden ready for planting.   

 

DATE PROGRAM LOCATION SPEAKER 

MARCH 2 INTRODUCTION; ALL ABOUT PLANTS BOYS & GIRLS CLUB GYM SONJIA LAMBECK 

MARCH 16 ALL ABOUT TREES BOYS & GIRLS CLUB GYM PAT FARMER 

MARCH 30 ALL ABOUT BEES BOYS & GIRLS CLUB GYM JOSIE EXNER 

APRIL 13 PREP VEGETABLE GARDEN WITH BOYS 

AND GIRLS 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 

GARDEN 

ALL VOLUNTEERS 

APRIL 26 DEMO GARDEN AND NATURE TRAIL 

FIELD TRIP 

NATURE TRAIL AND 

DEMO GARDEN 

     

 

APRIL 27 PLANT VEGETABLE GARDEN W/BOYS & 

GIRLS 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

GARDEN AREA 

ALL VOLUNTEERS 

MAY 4 ALL ABOUT BUTTERFLIES BOYS & GIRLS CLUB  JUDY LIPPMAN 

MAY 11 SALSA PARTY AND OPEN HOUSE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 

KITCHEN 

CANDACE TUCKER 

 

 

 

     
 
 

Two work days at the Club 

were spent preparing the 

beds for the spring garden. 

Cathy Pugh, Sonjia 

Lambeck, Rebecca Gibson 

and Pat Farmer pulled weeds 

on the first day.  The second 

day the team, that included 

Rebecca Gibson, Dale Senko, 

Pat Farmer, Nancy 

Harrelson, Kris Carpenter 

and her two terrific kids 

Elwyn and Dorian, added 

cardboard, soil, and mulch. 

 

PAT  FARMER,  DALE  SENKO,  KATHY

OLMSTED
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WORKDAYS AT THE GREENHOUSE  
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SPRING PLANT SALE  

 

COWETA COUNTY MGEV SPRING PLANT SALE 

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022 

 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

 
 
By the time you read this, the Spring Plant Sale will be less than 2 weeks away.   The Sign-Up Genius for 

the plant sale days will land in your inbox prior to you reading this publication! 

 

Please share the SPS info and flyer with all your family, friends, religious, social, and community 

organizations, as well as to your social media.  Hope to see you Thursday and/or Friday and/or Saturday 

or any combination on April 7-9, 2022.  Everyone is welcome~~no experience necessary. 

 

Pictured is Cathy Dodd from the Covid Class of 2020 picking up low-edged boxes to use at the 

SPS.  Thank you, Cathy! 
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MASTER GARDENER PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

  

                            

  
 
 

 

 

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE                                                                  

HI ALL, 

Thank you to my fellow MGEVs for reaching out to me with your 

uplifting words following my recent knee replacement surgery. Your 

thoughtfulness and caring have been overwhelming, and greatly  

appreciated. I am so proud to be a part of such a wonderful group.  

My recovery is going well and I hope to see you at the Spring Plant 

Sale on April 9.  

                                       Sincerely yours, Donna Dietz 

 

 

 

  

  

 

DALE SENKO 

– Class of 2007. 

Winter and 

summer, Dale is 

always out there 

working for the 

Community.  Past 

MGEV president, 

Past Chairperson 

of Nature Trail, 

Boys and Girls 

Club, Master 

Naturalist and 

much more.  

Thanks for your 

great service Dale.      
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THE ESSENTIAL OAK 

 
Submitted by Dale Senko 

 

I was lucky enough to receive an oak from the “Rooting for Newnan” project and will be planting it this 

month. I have oaks in my landscape, but none that I have planted.  I am excited to observe the oak and 

what Doug Tallamy writes about in his book, The Nature of Oaks.  I hope future generations will enjoy 

this tree as it matures. 

  

Tallamy devotes a large portion of what happens to Oaks in April to the cynipid gall wasp.  In April they 

inject their eggs into budding oak trees. Oaks form flowers in April as well.  However, most oaks will not 

begin to flower until they are at least 17 years old. After that comes pollen, which we know very well in 

Georgia.  On a scale of awful to tolerable, oak pollen is considered only mildly allergenic compared to 

many other trees. 

 

Do you know what a Polyphemus moth looks like?  Through winter and early spring, their cocoons hang 

on oak branches. They are hard to find because enemies of the moth are everywhere: ants, spiders, 

wasps, viruses, bacterial diseases and hungry birds. Tallamy says this is all the more reason to plant oaks 

on your property, to give the moths more options for survival. Giving the moths and their caterpillars a 

chance to survival also adds greatly to the birds’ chances for survival as well. 
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     APRIL IN THE GARDEN 

 

• The last frost for Coweta County can be between mid-March to mid-April.  Check soil 

temperatures before planting summer plants and vegetables. Georgiaweather.net  

http://georgiaweather.net/?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY 

• Let the foliage of spring blooming bulbs turn brown before removing. 

• Plant summer annuals after the danger of frost has passed. 

• Spread 3-4 inches of mulch around plants, trees, and shrubs to discourage weeds and conserve 

moisture. 

• Monitor landscape plants weekly for aphids on new growth and blast them off with a water hose. 

  

PRUNING HINTS FROM CR 

 
ANNUALS: To develop a good root system, remove all blossoms at time of planting as blooms take the 

energy needed for root growth, especially plants purchased in '6 packs' as their root systems are small 

compared to their foliage. 

BULBS: Remove faded blooms of daffodils before they set seed leaving the stems to help with 

photosynthesis. This process stores food for next year's blossoms. 

EDIBLES: Remove the thin sucker sprouts as they arise from the lower trunks of apple, pear, and peach. 

HOUSE PLANTS: In order to prolong their blooming, regularly remove the withered flowers from florist 

azaleas you receive for Easter. 

LAWNS: You're going to start mowing your lawns this month and there are two types of mowers to 

consider: rotary and reel type. The rotary types are easy to find, easy to use, lower in cost, easy to repair, 

and easier to replace the blade. They may, however, leave an uneven cut as their wheels will conform to 

the possibly uneven surface of the lawn. 

The reel types yield an even manicured look especially on Bermuda and Zoysia turf grass. They are, 

however, more expensive, harder to find, and their blades must be sharpened by an expert. 

PERENNIALS and ORNAMENTAL GRASSES: Prune back lantana . Even if these plants were 

overgrown last fall, it is best to prune them now in early spring when they are actively growing. You may 

cut back 1/3 to 1/2 of the total plant and they will quickly recover. 

ROSES: Many rose plants are produced by grafting a desirable rose onto the stem of a vigorous but 

possibly unattractive rose (the rootstock). The area where the two join is called the graft union. It looks 

like a swollen knob a few inches above ground level. Don't leave stubs on the graft union when pruning. 

Suckers may appear here and must be removed.  

SHRUBS: Prune flowering shrubs like forsythia, flowering quince, early blooming spireas and azaleas as 

soon as they finish blooming. If the shrubs are overgrown and lack vigor with very few blooms, pruning 

can help rejuvenate them. Remove 1/3 of the oldest wood and cut the rest to 12" from the ground. Repeat 

this process for the next few years to create a vigorous plant. 

TREES: There is still time to prune or shear candles on evergreens. Restrict your pruning of deciduous 

trees to removing dead and diseased branches. Wait until winter to remove large branches. 

VINES and GROUND COVERS: If they need tidying up, prune vines like spring flowering jasmine as 

soon as they finish blooming. 

And as always, many thanks to Reeves and Glasner in their Month-by-Month GARDENING in  

GEORGIA. 

 
 

 

http://georgiaweather.net/?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY
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BACKYARD ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

STUMP THE MASTER GARDENER  

 

     

         

                                                         

                                                                          1.    2.  

 

 
   

 
 

MARCH CHALLENGE – Cathy LeBar 

and Meryl Scholder are the winners. 

 

1. This plant blooms in early spring.  

Looks great with daffodils.  But 

watch out.  It can escape to the 

woods. variegated periwinkle 

(Vinca major) 

2. This spring bulb has a delicate 

scent that keeps the deer and 

rabbits away.  

snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis) 

 
 

 

 

APRIL CHALLENGE 

 

Here’s another bush with a great aroma.   

  

 

Send answer to: patfarmer100@gmail.com 

 
 

Submitted by Lyn Matthews

The BYA speaker on March 8th  was an old friend, Arty Schronce. Arty’s topic “Downton Abbey Dreams,

Cabbagetown Reality,” was both bright and memorable.  We look forward to hearing from Arty again as

his programs are always enjoyable and inspiring.

Our first morning  edition  of BYA, Morning Glories, was held on March 22.  Our speaker was Sam 

Landes.  Sam is a teacher as well as a member of the Mushroom Club of America, Foray Committee, and

North American Mycological Association.  Sam and his wife were here to educate us on the “Fascinating

World of Fungi.”

Lisa Bartlett of Smith Gilbert Gardens will be our speaker for April 12th  .  Her topic  will  to be, “If Your 

Garden Isn’t Being Eaten-You‘re Not Doing It Right” or how to attract beneficial insects and birds to

your garden.  Sounds like an evening of great information. Be prepared to take notes.  Lisa has inspired

us in the past.  Check out the Smith Gilbert Garden website for additional topics.

https://smithgilbertgardens.com.

https://smithgilbertgardens.com/
mailto:patfarmer100@gmail.com
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NATURE TRAIL 

 

Submitted by Audrey Harrelson 

 

The Nature Trail reopened to the public in February and work continues on a variety of tasks.  While the 

Trail was shut down to the public due to Covid, a lot of trees and branches and fence rails came 

down.  Most of that damage has been resolved by County personnel, and we have pink tape everywhere 

marking plants to keep as opposed to cull.  We hope to start marking the ‘keeper’ plants with 

identification tags so that both the public and volunteers can easily identify the great native plants on the 

property.  The previous plant markers have been mangled over time.   We are trying a different option, 

and could use some help.  We need can LIDS.  If you either drink juice concentrate with a metal lid that’s 

about 2 1/2 inches wide or have one of the nifty safety can openers that leaves a lid that doesn’t slice 

fingers, please save those rinsed lids.  Get in touch with Audrey and she will  make pick-up 

arrangements. 

 

For those needing hours, we’re on the Trail most Mondays from 10 to 12, and always welcome 

volunteers.  The experiment with Saturday workdays on the 3rd Saturday of the month continues. We 

had a less than anticipated response, so we may end them. There will still be a workday on Saturday, 

April 16, if we have volunteers. 

 
PLANTS BLOOMING AT THE TRAIL: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Allegheny Spurge, native pachysandra, Pachysandra procumbens a 

plant native to the SE US.  It is a low perennial, spreading with long 

rhizomes. Toothed leaves crowd near the top of somewhat fleshy, 6 

in., erect stems. Fragrant, white flowers cluster in a spike with the 

many staminate flowers above, the few pistillate flowers below. 

Leaves and stems are "evergreen." Once the new shoots mature, 

the previous season’s growth disappears. Leaves have scalloped 

margins and are marbled with silver and purple. Mountain Spurge 

is an excellent NATIVE ground cover for shady areas. It is 

considered more attractive than the over-used, Asiatic Pachysandra 

terminalis. The native species grows slowly and will not take over 

like P. terminalis. 

 
The bloodroot blooms in March before forest canopies leaf out, and 

quickly goes through its life cycle before dying back to its underground 

parts by early May. It is one of Georgia’s spring ephemeral wildflowers, 

native plants that pop up from dormancy on the forest floor in early 

March and April and quickly complete their life cycles before forest 

canopies leaf out and block the sun. These native spring ephemerals have 

adapted through evolutionary history to withstand the quickly shifting 

temperatures of late winter and early spring. The bloodroot, which 

produces a showy white flower in early March, rises from the soil with a 

single thick leaf that envelops the flower bud and stem to trap heat and 

protect it from plunging temperatures. 
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“April comes like an idiot, babbling and strewing flowers." 

- Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

FROM THE HELP DESK 

 

Submitted by Patty Ellis 

 

Spring has sprung in Coweta County! With the time moving forward (for the last time?) and the passing 

of the vernal equinox, our neighbors all over the area are waking up to new sights and sounds in their 

gardens and landscapes. The help desk inbox is getting busier with folks finding issues with their lawns, 

trees, and plants. Here is a sampling of things that the help desk has encountered in the past month: 

 

• One client contacted the office stating that her camellia plants had tea scale and wanted 

information on control. We were able to send her a UGA publication specifically devoted to tea 

scale on camellias. These little buggers can be difficult to control due to the fact that they infest the 

underside of leaves and have a waxy coating that makes insecticides much less effective. You can 

learn more here https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%201201_1.PDF 

• Another client called wondering about treating his crape myrtles for aphids to prevent sooty mold. 

Sooty mold is a fungus that grows in the honeydew excretions of aphids, so preventing aphids will 

prevent the fungus. It won’t necessarily harm the plant, but can result in decreased vigor due to 

interference with photosynthesis. There are multiple options for aphid control listed in the Georgia 

Pest Management Handbook: Homeowner Edition, and we always remind clients to follow all label 

instructions exactly! https://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension/programs-and-

services/integrated-pest-management/documents/handbooks/2022-home-

chapters/Ornamentals.pdf 

• Not all pest damage is insect related, as a Coweta resident learned when he discovered that a deer 

had damaged his peach tree by rubbing. He contacted the office wondering what to do. Deberah 

told him to monitor the tree for signs of insect infestation or other decline after the deer damage, 

but advised that generally no treatment is needed and the tree will rebound. She also provided the 

UGA publication Home Garden Peaches for further advice on peach tree culture. 

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C1063&title=Home%20Garden%20P

eaches 

 

HERE IS THE LINK TO THE COWETA COUNTY MASTER GARDENER CALENDAR: 

 

https://outlook.live.com/calendar/0/published/1ef3fa56-4cd5-42fb-a8e0-4350781bfeae/9f5fafaa-c08a-4e86-

aa05-244e9b4738e9/cid-9D97B435A2C10322/calendar.html 

 

Mayapple is a native woodland plant, Podophyllum peltatum  This 

herbaceous perennial typically grows in colonies from a single root in 

open deciduous forests and shady fields, riverbanks and roadsides. All 

the parts of the plant, except the fruit, contain podophyllotoxin which is 

highly toxic if consumed, but was used by Native Americans for a 

variety of medicinal purposes. The mostly unbranched 12-18 inch tall 

stems are topped with umbrella-like (peltate) leaves. 

 

https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%201201_1.PDF
https://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension/programs-and-services/integrated-pest-management/documents/handbooks/2022-home-chapters/Ornamentals.pdf
https://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension/programs-and-services/integrated-pest-management/documents/handbooks/2022-home-chapters/Ornamentals.pdf
https://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension/programs-and-services/integrated-pest-management/documents/handbooks/2022-home-chapters/Ornamentals.pdf
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C1063&title=Home%20Garden%20Peaches
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C1063&title=Home%20Garden%20Peaches
https://outlook.live.com/calendar/0/published/1ef3fa56-4cd5-42fb-a8e0-4350781bfeae/9f5fafaa-c08a-4e86-aa05-244e9b4738e9/cid-9D97B435A2C10322/calendar.html
https://outlook.live.com/calendar/0/published/1ef3fa56-4cd5-42fb-a8e0-4350781bfeae/9f5fafaa-c08a-4e86-aa05-244e9b4738e9/cid-9D97B435A2C10322/calendar.html
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2022 Master Gardener Coweta County Committee Chairs 

 
Ask MG/Market Day    Harley Stewart  
Backyard Association   Allen Summerlin, Deberah Williams  
Scholarship     Jennie Adcock 
Speakers Bureau    Dan Gentry 
Adv. Training/Continue Ed  Nancy Coats  
Youth Education/Boys & Girls            Rebecca Gibson, Kris Carpenter 
Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk  Susan Mills (library), Patty Ellis, Kathy Olmsted 
Finance     Colleen Stephens  
Fundraising     Diane Cook 
Garden Tour    Diane Cook 
Spring Plant Sale    Kathy Olmsted, Kim Magyar 
Fall Plant Sale    Kathy Olmsted 
Greenhouse     Audrey Harrelson, Mark Hess, Jerry Allen 
Demonstration Garden   Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller 
Media/PR/Coweta Shopper Vicki Sewell, Marci Moore, Kim Magyar, Shanna Campbell 
Nature Trail     Ed Atkinson, Melanie Atkinson, Audrey Harrelson 
Nominating Committee    2022 MGEV Board/plus other members 
Volunteer Management/Support Mark Hess, Carol Fuller 
Directory     Mark Hess 
Hospitality     Kim Magyar, Amy Sharpe 
The New Leaf    Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 
Sunshine     Sara Hanson 
Volunteer Awards    Patty Ellis 
 
Photos: Pat Farmer, Mark Hess, Ron Gill, Dale Senko 
Editors:  Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 

 

                                              

 

 

 

"April is the kindest month. April gets you out of your head and out working in the garden." 

- Marty Rubin. 

 


