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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
by Donna Dietz 
 
And, so it begins…another year and another MGEV president. Yikes! That 
would be yours truly. 
And… in case you are wondering, this isn’t my first rodeo. Full disclosure…I 
have had experience in the role of president, although it has been a few years. 
Okay, so it has been more than a few years. It was when I was in the sixth 
grade and I served as Student Government president of John Marshall 
Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia. Back then sixth grade was like 
being a senior in elementary school. Anyway, I don’t remember much about it 
and I don’t know if we accomplished anything, but here I am ready to 
shoulder the responsibilities that come with being your president. 

The new year brings us hope and optimism. The way we approach 
2021 should be just that. We hope that we can continue to serve our 
community and are optimistic that the restrictions we experienced over the 
past year will be eased and we can continue to do good works while enjoying 
the camaraderie of our fellow MGEVs. 

Our outdoor activities such as the Nature Trail, Demonstration 
Garden, Plant Sales and Market Day look the most promising for us to 
resume on a limited basis. We also have other remote educational and 
informational opportunities that will be explored. In addition, we will be 
making plans in 2021 to be implemented the next year, as possible, for 
projects such as the Boys and Girls Club. Stay tuned and look for requests for 
volunteers from our various committee chairs and from Karen.  

If you have any concerns or suggestions please contact me or Karen. 
My contact information is: phone or text 770 301-0654 or email 
donnadietz2184@gmail.com. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Jennie Adcock for 
serving as our president during the past year. She did a great job and was 
able to adjust in these somewhat chaotic and definitely uncertain times. 
Thanks Jennie, for a job well done!   
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Fern Glen – McGuffey Nature 

Trail  12/2020 

December Workday on the Nature Trails  
 
 

    

 
 
 
It may have been the coldest day of the year, but it did not 
discourage a hardy band of MGEVs. They volunteered at the 
first workday scheduled since last February. Since weather 
forecasting is not part of the MGEV training we could only 
pray that our scheduled workday was survivable. Not only did 
we pick the coldest day, but scheduled a backup “rain date” on 
a day that rained. 
It was mainly catch up on the trails for all the months we have 
missed. MGEVs cleaned debris around plants and pulled 
weeds and privet. MGEV “masked crews” worked on the 
purple and red trails to free plants from choking weeds. 
One of our latest pet projects is renovation of the courtyard 
planting area.  We made good progress with weeding the 
pavers and filling the paver openings with paver base 
aggregate. It is a slow process but we hope it reduces weed 
growth. Ed took measurements to layout the planting area. 
The masked crew included: Committee chairs and Nancy 
Coats, Jerry Allen, Cathy LeBar, Gary Brown, Ron Gill, Lyn 
Matthews, Donna Dietz, Deberah Williams, Audrey Harrelson. 
Thanks To Karen for securing approvals to allow us to 
schedule a workday. 
 Look for email announcements of workdays in the new year 
and come join us. 
Committee Chairs: Pat Farmer, Ed and Melanie Atkinson, 
Dale Senko 
 
 
 
 
 
 HELP 
We need winter photos of trees. 
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           HELP   
WE NEED WINTER PHOTOS OF TREES 

Last year we produced the 2021 MGEV calendar with your beautiful photos. For the 2022 
MGEV calendar we are seeking photos of trees growing in Coweta County. Snap photos 
of trees in your yard, locations around town, on any walking trails e.g. Brown’s Mill, the 
LINC.  Anywhere you see a scenic shot, but only in Coweta County. The photo can include 
other plants, animals, wildlife, birds, but please no photos with people. 
We want to have photos with seasonal content.  Send photos you have taken in autumn. 
Now that winter is upon us, please capture photos of the WINTER.  Here are some 
suggestions: 
-Snow/frost on trees  
-Bark 
-Squirrel nests in trees- easier to see when all  
leaves are gone; January and February are breeding times 
-Late winter early buds on branches   
-Lake frontage with trees 
-Trees at dawn/dusk 
-Non-Deciduous trees- pine, magnolia, holly, other conifers 
Please send your photos to Deberah Williams at deberah@numail.org 
If you have any questions please contact us -Pat Farmer, Dale Senko or Deberah Williams 
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 January Garden Tips: 
• Clean, repair and organize garden tools 
• Make a garden plan for spring and summer 
• Get a soil test 
• Remove invasive nonnative vines and plants         
such as privet, kudzu and eleagnus 
• Purchase native trees and shrubs which attract 
birds and butterflies 
• Transplant small leafless shrubs and trees when 
the ground is not frozen 
 

 

 

CR Phillip’s January Pruning Tips:   

  

 

    

                              

America Beauty Berry 

 Left – Late summer 
berries. 

Bottom Left – After it 
drops its leaves and 
goes into dormancy 
you can give it a hard 
prune.   

Creeping Juniper 

Bottom Right 

Can be pruned in 
January but BE 
CAREFUL, Junipers 
have a dead zone.  If 
pruned back too far 
they won’t recover. 
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AMY KELLER 

2020 MASTER GARDENER OF THE YEAR 

Submitted by Jennie Adcock 

 

I was excited to present Master Gardener of the Year to my 2016 classmate, Amy Keller.  
It was no surprise to hear of the overwhelming support for Amy.  She is one of those 
rare people who never meets a stranger, you instantly feel included and worthy. She 
genuinely cares for people and animals alike. She gives with her whole being, whether 
it’s her vast knowledge on a multitude of subjects, plants from her gardens or 
greenhouse, fresh veggies, or friendship. If there is a job to be done, she willingly steps 
up to the plate. In her first year she was Greenhouse Chair, and has served as Co-chair 
ever since. She has also volunteered on other committees. No job is too small or large for 
Amy to volunteer for....and she has an eager following willing to step up and help her 
because of her sincerity and passion for gardening. She is a lifelong learner and is eager 
to share what she learns.  

 

                                     

 

I could go on, but by now you can easily see why Amy is so deserving of this significant 
award. Way to go, Amy!  You represent the best of Master Gardeners. 
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BACK YARD ASSOCIATION – SPECIAL SURPRISE FOR FEBRUARY !
 

Submitted by Lyn Matthews 
 

The February 2021 BYA will feature our old friend Walter Reeves.  I do not have the 
exact title of Walter’s talk but do we really need to know.  For me, anything he speaks 
about is always interesting and welcomed.  So, we will be surprised.  February could be 
cold and blustery, but we can stay in and enjoy our program via Zoom.  Warm jammies, 
hot cocoa and Walter on Zoom.  Couldn’t be better at his timing.  Details to follow. 
 
I know our president, Jennie, has already given the name of the Master Gardener of the 
Year.  I just want to add, Amy Keller is so much more than that.  A real humanitarian 
that walks the walk and can talk the talk.  Thank you, Amy, for all you have done for the 
community this year.  It’s an honor to know you.   
 
Unfortunately, our annual December Dinner and Christmas get together was not held this 
year due to Covid19.  But we can still remember all the friends we missed seeing. 
 
Happy New Year.  Looking forward to continuing BYA however we can. 
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GREEN HOUSE NEWS 

Submitted by Amy Keller 

 

The plan for 2021 is to carry on at the greenhouse in preparation for a spring plant sale, 
however a smaller sale, that will be at the greenhouse. The fairgrounds will be going from 
a Covid testing site to a vaccine site so will most likely be unavailable for renting for the 
SPS. Our sale will most likely look a little different and may possibly take place over 2-3 
days instead of one big sale day. 
 
We will be sending a request of all who want to volunteer at the greenhouse then divide 
the work days into small groups so all MGEV's can get a chance to participate. Ideally, we 
will pair the 2020 class peeps with some seasoned peeps and have 6-8 people working 
distantly on propagation.  
 

 

2021 Propagation Calendar 

DATE DAY TASKS   

01/05/21 Tuesday Seeding Geraniums (4 varieties), Gazanias (2 varieties)   

01/28/21 Thursday Seeding Parsley, Greek Oregano   

02/02/21 Tuesday Seeding Dahlias, Agastache, Salvias   

02/04/21 Thursday Seeding Peppers   

02/06/21 Saturday Softwood cuttings-Geraniums, coleus   

02/09/21 Tuesday Softwood cuttings-Cuban oregano, Mona Lavender, Euphorbia   

02/16/21 Tuesday Pot Mexican Petunias   

02/18/21 Thursday Seeding Basil   

02/27/21 Saturday Seeding Tomatoes   

03/04/21 Thursday Seeding Binary Zinnia 6 -packs   

03/20/21 Saturday Seeding Ipomoea   
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HELP DESK NEWS 

Submitted by Patty Ellis 
 

Happy New Year from the help desk! While the end of 2020 (YAY!!!) brought us 
colder weather, the citizens of Coweta County still had many lawn and landscape 
conundrums that needed solving. Here is a sampling of questions that we 
encountered: 
 
*Mystery mushrooms: A couple of clients contacted us with questions about 
mushrooms growing in their yards. Upon further investigation we learned that 
the areas in question had decaying tree roots underneath, and the mushrooms, 
nature’s cleanup crew, were feasting on the decaying wood. Short of digging up 
the roots, there’s nothing to do except to wait for the fungus to do its job.  
 
*Another client called in to ask about planting grapes, blueberries, and fruit and 
nut trees. We provided him with several UGA publications discussing varietals 
that do well in our area, as well as proper planting techniques and disease 
prevention. 
 
*Someone called in and sent pictures of a spider in their yard that they were 
concerned about. It was a beautiful yellow and black garden spider, and we 
provided information to let her know that the spider is not harmful to humans.  
 

 
 
The New Year brings us new opportunities to learn and grow, and help our 
neighbors make their lawns, gardens, and landscapes the best they can be. And 
when things go awry, the help desk is here to link the community with all of the 
resources that UGA offers. 
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Master Gardener 2021 Committee Chairs 
 

Educational Programs  Vacant 

Ask MG/Market Day  Harley Stewart    

Backyard Association  Allen Summerlin, Deberah Williams, Melanie Landrum  

Community Gardens   Vacant    

Scholarship    Jennie Adcock, Karen Mansour 

Speakers Bureau   Dan Gentry 

Youth Education/Boys &Girls  Jan Bowyer, Sonjia Lambeck, Judi Worth 

Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk Susan Mills 

Finance     Kris Carpenter 

Fundraising    Kris Carpenter, Diane Cook 

Garden Tour    Diane Cook 

Spring Plant Sale   Kathy Olmstead 

Fall Plant Sale   Kathy Olmstead 

Greenhouse    Audrey Harrelson, Amy Keller, Mark Hess 

Demonstration Garden  Kathy Olmstead, Amy Keller 

Media/PR/Coweta Shopper  Vicki Sewell, Marci Moore, Martha Woodham, Kim Magyar 

Nature Trail Project   Dale Senko, Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Melanie Atkinson 

Nominating Committee  2020 MGEV Board/plus other members 

Volunteer Management/Support Donna Dietz, Carol Fuller 

Adv. Training & Continuing Edu. Vacant 

Directory    Mark Hess 

Hospitality    Kim Magyar and Amy Sharpe 

The New Leaf Newsletter  Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 

Sunshine    Sara Hanson 

Telephone    Roni Wolcott 

Volunteer Awards   Patty Ellis 
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