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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
        Do you love April like I love April? It is the first full month of 
Spring when nature is awakening and the blooms (and, oh yeah, 
pollen) are abundant. And, this year it has special significance. On 
April 10, we will be gathering at the greenhouse for our Spring 
Plant Sale for the first time in two years. Although there will be a 
new format with limited capacity and a reduced inventory of 
plants to sell, it will be great to have an in-person event with 
fellow gardeners. Hooray!!! Thanks to all who are working so 
hard to make this happen.  
 Speaking of April, did you know that a famous botanist was 
born in April? It was April 7, 1869, to be exact, that David 
Grandison Fairchild was born in Lansing, Michigan. He worked 
for the USDA and was responsible for introducing tens of 
thousands of exotic plants and crops from around the world to the 
United States. We have him to thank for soybeans, avocados, kale, 
quinoa, pistachios, mangoes, nectarines, dates, horseradish and 
flowering cherry trees. He was married to Marian “Daisy” Bell, 
daughter of Alexander Graham Bell. You’ve heard of him, right? 
Because of his botanic contributions to south Florida, Fairchild 
Botanical Gardens in Coral Gables was named in his honor. All of 
this, according to Wikipedia.  
 As a group, the MGEVs are continuing to spread influence 
in the community with work now begun at the Boys and Girls 
Club. Although there was no in-person time with the kids, a group 
of MGs, led by Dale, prepared the garden beds for them to plant 
their summer veggies. We hope they have a bountiful crop and 
look forward to a time when we can see them again.  

See you at the Plant Sale! 
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Thank you to Liz, 
Cathy, Nancy, Jack, 
Jerry, Gary, Amy S. for 
their hard work at the 
NT. It was a mighty 
team who cleared 
smilax, privet, and 
other invasives ( et tu 
Brutus) and planted 8 
sweetshrub bushes and 
3 Grancy Greybeard 
trees. 
 
Our thanks to Vicki 
Sewell who donated 
these plants.  

 

March 15 Workday at the Nature Trails  
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APRIL IN THE GARDEN 
 

• The last frost for Coweta County can be between mid-March to mid-April; check 
soil temperatures before planting summer plants and vegetables. 
Georgiaweather.net  
http://georgiaweather.net/?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY 

• Let the foliage of spring blooming bulbs turn brown before removing 
• Plant summer annuals after the danger of frost has passed 
• Spread 3-4 inches of mulch around plants, trees, and shrubs to discourage weeds 

and conserve moisture 
• Monitor landscape plants weekly for aphids on new growth and blast them off with 

a water hose 
•  

Plants blooming at the Nature Trail  

Trout Lily                              Red Buckeye                      Trillium  

      
 

CR’s March Pruning Tips:  

So here we are 'First Day of Spring' and all, and I just bet you were figuring on NOT 
doing any pruning until AFTER your Azaleas and Forsythias finish blooming? Am I 
right? Got your pruning shears all scrubbed up with a Brillo Pad, oiled, and put away... 
Right? Well not so fast, Fellow Pilgrims, as there are Daffodil Blooms to concern ourselves 
with!   

Walter Reeves, in my copy of Month-by-Month Gardening in Georgia states, on page 69, 
'Remove faded blooms of Daffodils before they set seed. Remove the flowers and leave the 
stems to help with photosynthesis.' He goes on to say that the leaves should be left 

for  another 8 to 10 weeks, at least, and left open so that the air can 
circulate reducing the chance of fungal disease.'" 

                            April hath put a spirit of youth in everything.  
                                                  William Shakespeare 
 

 

http://georgiaweather.net/?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY
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Advice from Dan The Grass Man Gentry.                        

 
Warm season turfgrass is starting to significantly “green up” but don’t fertilize yet – wait 
until at least the latter part of the month for the grass to get at least 50% greened up – or 
better yet, consult the UGA temperature monitoring system Georgia Weather - 
Automated Environmental Monitoring Network Page (uga.edu) and wait until soil 
temperatures consistently measure 65 degrees at the 4″ depth and are trending upward. 
That is when these turfgrasses are going into high gear and can most benefit from 
supplemental nutrition. 
 
Be cautious about spraying herbicide on remaining “winter weeds” or early-emerging 
“summer weeds” when the warm season turfgrasses are just greening up. What you see 
are tender new shoots that are susceptible to chemical injury. It’s a tough call between 
waiting for the turfgrass to actively grow and watching the weeds grow.  One can carefully 
spot spray to minimize damage. Proceeding to use an herbicide is preferable for a weed 
that quickly goes to seed (which some do) unless you can address by hand-pulling. Be 
cautious about using herbicides at this time. 
 
Mow your turf at a “low” mower height setting to remove much of the dead grass stems. 
This will provide more sunlight on the soil to warm it up and for the emerging blades, all 
to promote faster turf growth. Low is fine but extreme “scalping” may cut so low as to 
damage grass stems on the higher spots. Also remember to sharpen the mower blade (and 
change oil, air filter and spark plug as needed). 
 
As soil temperatures rise to the active growing range, one can seed or sod in mid-to-late 
April if you just can’t wait, but May or after is best for warm season turfgrasses. (See the 
UGA Lawn Calendars for recommended timing.) Their optimum temperature range at 4” 
depth for root growth is 75-85 degrees and 80-90 degrees for shoot growth. So hold on, 
have patience, wait until more favorable conditions. 
 
Mowed too low – “scalped” 

          
 

http://www.weather.uga.edu/index.php?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY
http://www.weather.uga.edu/index.php?content=calculator&variable=CC&site=WANSLEY
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Gardening with Deb the Vegetable  Guru!         

It’s Almost Go-Time                                                    

If you are like me, at this time of year you feel like you are at the beginning of a foot race. 
You are standing there on the starting line getting into position, just waiting for the race 
to begin. To me, it’s like vegetable gardening—something I really enjoy. Right now my 
seedlings are coming up. I have miniature plants I’m babying until I set them out in the 
garden spots I select, my Soil3 and Neem oil are ordered, I’ve planted some of my cool-
season crops, and I’m just waiting for the last frost date in April to plant my warm-season 
vegetable and herb plants. Waiting of any kind is a bummer but I find it helpful to follow 
the advice given in the UGA vegetable gardening calendar, starting with March and 
following each step that applies. In a Master Gardener’s busy life it helps me keep up with 
garden chores.  

Most of these steps I follow. If I had to add one it would be, grow flowers to attract 
pollinators. 

From Circular 943 from the Home Garden series: Get rows ready for "warm-season" 
vegetables to be planted during the last week of March or first week or two of April as 
weather permits. 

• You might want to risk planting out a few of the more tender crops and keeping 
them covered during bad weather. 

• Watch out for insects, especially cutworms, plant lice (aphids) and red spider mites. 
• Put down mulch between rows to control weeds. 
• Plant your choices of the following "warm-season" or "frost-tender" crops: beans 

(snap, pole and lima), cantaloupe, corn (sweet), cucumbers, eggplant, okra, field 
peas, peppers, squash, tomatoes and watermelon. 

• Plant tall-growing crops such as okra, pole beans and corn on the north side of 
other vegetables to avoid shading. Plant two or more rows of corn for better 
pollination. 

• Make a second planting within two to three weeks of the first planting of snap 
beans, corn and squash. 

• Within three to four weeks of the first planting, plant more lima beans and corn. 
Remember: for better pollination, plant at least two or more rows. 

• Be sure to plant enough vegetables for canning and freezing. 
• Cultivate to control weeds and grass, to break crusty soil and to provide aeration. 
• Maintain mulch between rows. 
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• For the crops planted earlier, side-dress as described above. 
• Plant tender herbs. 
• Remember: Do not work in your garden when the foliage is wet to avoid spreading 

diseases from one plant to another. 

 

SPRING PLANT SALE  

Submitted by Kathy Olmsted 

The Spring Plant Sale (SPS) is a few weeks away! The sale this year will be different in 
many ways from our previous SPS: 
-It will be held in the Greenhouse area. 
-There will be two volunteer shifts available: 

7:30am-11:30am OR 11:30am-3:30pm 
-A total of 50 volunteers/shoppers/attendees may be present at any time. 
-Each shopper/attendee must be registered prior to the sale. 
-Shopping time is limited to 30 minutes. 
-Masks must be worn at all times and social distancing will be practiced. 
Please bring your own snacks and beverages. 
 
 
There will be 3 work days prior to the sale on April 6, 8, and 9--watch for the Signup 
Genius notifications. In prior years, MGEV’s were permitted to purchase 5 plants prior to 
the sale; due to our smaller inventory, that will not happen this year. If we do not sell 
everything, a MGEV shopping day will be scheduled. 
We are so fortunate that we are being given the opportunity to have a sale. When we 
started to plan in Fall 2020, we had no idea what spring would look like or if we would be 
permitted to have a sale at all. Thanks to Stephanie and Karen’s continuous support, we 
are ready to greet shoppers! 
The Greenhouse Team makes this all possible~~they plan the workdays, fill the pots for 
"Pot Your Own", schedule drop off days, establish watering schedules~~the list is long 
and they are much appreciated! I also want to thank all MGEV’s who provided plants 
from their gardens. It has been a wonderful group effort! Please pray for good weather 
and a sizable turnout. I hope to see you all at the Greenhouse in the near future! 
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BACK YARD ASSOCIATION 
 

Submitted by Lyn Matthews 
 

The March Backyard Association Zoom meeting was presented by our favorite teacher - 
farmer, Mike Cunningham of Country Gardens Farm.  Organic Vegetable Gardening was 
given a new fresh look.  Some tips included less tilling, planting flowers and mulching to 
control weeds.  We were provided with a list of websites to find information on beneficial 
insects, mulching, flowers that attract beneficial insects, less tilling for healthy soils as well 
as preventing nutrition loss in our fruits and vegetables.  A vegetable garden planting 
chart and UGA weather station information were also provided. 
Mike can be found on line with his vegetable gardening group on Facebook.  You can e-
mail him at: mikec@countrygardensfarm.com.  Here you will see the market days for the 
public and the classes provided at the farm. 
Please take advantage of this wonderful resource.   
 
Lisa Bartlett, Garden Manager of Smith Gilbert Gardens, is the April 13, BYA.  Lisa is 
the author of many articles from Smith Gilbert Gardens.  A few titles include: Bringing 
Your Houseplants Indoors for Winter, Let’s Make Weeds Fashionable Again, and Plants 
for Pollinators.  The title for April is, Hydrangeas - There’s One for Every Landscape.  
Such an interesting title, who would dare miss this.   
 
SGG is a must see for anyone interested in, “conservation, education thru enjoyment of 
horticulture, fine arts and historic preservation.”   
 
Our Zoom programs have proved to work well.  Please continue to join us on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm.  And as always, be safe... 
 
 

    

Answer to last month’s flower quiz: 
Rue-anemone: It is a delicate woodland perennial rising 
to 9 inches. At the top of the stalk is a lacy whorl of 3-
parted, dark-green leaves above which rises delicate, 
reddish-brown stems bearing pink or white blossoms. 
This slender spring flower is easily cultivated in 
wildflower gardens. 
 

mailto:mikec@countrygardensfarm.com
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HOT TOPICS FROM THE MGEV HELP DESK  
 

Submitted by Patty Ellis 
 

Spring has sprung! And that means that the citizens of Coweta County have many 
gardening quandaries that have stumped them. At the help desk we’re ready to lend a 
helping hand when our neighbors have questions, including: 

*One client sent us pictures of a small tree that was found on her property after some 
clearing had been done. She was hoping for an identification, and it appeared to be a Red 
Maple (Acer rubrum). We sent her a UGA publication about trees with further 
information. 

*Someone emailed asking if UGA had building plans for a DIY compost tumbler. I 
searched high and low on UGA and other regional extension websites, but wasn’t able to 
find anything. I did find some step by step instructions on the HGTV website and sent 
those to the client along with a UGA publication on composting. 

*Now that the grass is starting to green up folks are noticing more weeds. One client 
brought a weed into the office and Stephani identified it as Poa annua so we sent the client 
information from the Georgia Pest Management Handbook and the UGA centipede lawn 
packet with everything you need to know about caring for your centipede grass lawn.  

*Another client had questions about why their apple and pear trees are not producing 
fruit. Such issues are common when there are soil fertility problems, so we recommended 
a soil test and sent UGA publications about home apple and pear cultivation. 

*CR Philips gets to talk with many clients while following up on soil test results. A recent 
call led to an extensive discussion about seeding tall fescue in an established lawn.  

With the passing of the vernal equinox and warming temperatures, we can celebrate all of 
the new growth in our gardens. But sometimes that new growth comes with issues, and the 
help desk is ready and waiting to answer any question that comes our way. Happy spring 
everyone! 

 

In the spring at the end of the day 

you should smell like dirt.. 
Margaret Attwood 
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Master Gardener 2021 Committee Chairs 
Ask MG/Market Day  Harley Stewart    

Backyard Association  Allen Summerlin, Deberah Williams, Melanie Landrum    

Scholarship    Jennie Adcock, Karen Mansour 

Education: Speakers Bureau, Dan Gentry 

Adv. Training/Continue Ed.            Dan Gentry 

Youth Education/Boys &Girls  Vacant 

Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk Susan Mills (library), Patty Ellis, Kathy Olmsted 

Finance     Kris Carpenter 

Fundraising    Kris Carpenter, Diane Cook 

Garden Tour    Diane Cook 

Spring Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted, Kim Magyar 

Fall Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted 

Greenhouse    Audrey Harrelson, Amy Keller, Mark Hess 

Demonstration Garden  Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller 

Media/PR/Coweta Shopper  Vicki Sewell, Marci Moore, Martha Woodham, Kim Magyar 

Nature Trail Project   Dale Senko, Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Melanie Atkinson 

Nominating Committee  2021 MGEV Board/plus other members 

Volunteer Management/Support Donna Dietz, Carol Fuller 

Directory    Mark Hess 

Hospitality    Kim Magyar, Amy Sharpe 

The New Leaf Newsletter  Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 

Sunshine    Sara Hanson 

Telephone    Roni Wolcott 

Volunteer Awards   Patty Ellis 

Photos: Pat Farmer, Dan Gentry, Ed Atkinson, Jerry Allen 

 
                                              

 

 


