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It’s Almost Fair Time!

I remember all through elementary and high school (there
was no Junior High or Middle School where I lived) how
eagerly anticipated this event was. In the early years it was
for the rides and eats alone…cotton candy, candied apples
and corn dogs for me. Later it was for holding hands with the
boyfriend, rides, and eats. But as I got older, it was for the 4-H
exhibits as well. It provides the opportunity to show what
you had learned, and maybe even earn a little cash and
receive a ribbon! Later, as a young adult, I started to enter my
goods back into the fair. And as my children came along and
were old enough, we entered things for them, as well. Even
my first two grandchildren participated. Then there was a
lull.

After becoming a Master Gardener Extension Volunteer,  I
began to work intake for the exhibits. There were entries
from the community and 4-H, but not nearly as many as in
my earlier years. This really saddened me. I began to enter a
few items and even won some ribbons. But that part doesn't
matter anymore. It’s the effort to keep this part of the fair
alive.

This year the Master Gardeners are increasing their presence
at the fair by having a Display/Demonstration, a Jeopardy
game, and , once again, the Ask A Master Gardener booth. I
encourage you to participate or at least visit when these
events are happening. I also encourage you to enter your
goods. There are so many things that you can enter. Take a
look at The Fair Book online:
(https://www.cowetacountyfair.net/p/events/fair-book).

 Remember, it isn’t about winning; it’s about keeping this part
of our Fair alive and thriving. And please, visit the exhibits
when you come to support the Master Gardener activities.

I’ll see you there!
Jennie

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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2025 COWETA COUNTY FAIR
Submitted by Dana Selementi

Come and check out the events presented by the Coweta County Master Gardener
Extension Volunteers during the 2025 Newnan Kiwanis Coweta County Fair!



INSPIRING YOU
Submitted b;y Dale Senko

The Inspiration Garden has had some great pollinator activity during late summer.
Bees, butterflies, and dragon flies love to visit the blooming phlox, Joe pyeweed,
butterfly bush, coneflowers, zinnias, salvia, cuphea, caryopteris and herbs.
Hummingbirds add winged action at the Turks Cap. The garden is a great place to
count the pollinators. We had a home school family count at the garden on the
first day of the Great Pollinator Census. Look at the photos with the busy bees and
butterfly on the chives and butterfly bush. 

 For the second day of the census, unfortunately, there were more counters
(scouts and MGEVs) at the garden than things to count. Kathy Olmsted ventured
into the pouring rain and made a great attempt to count. However, there were
more raindrops on the counting sheets than pollinator numbers. 

 We hope you had more luck counting in your gardens and added your counts to
the UGA website. Come visit the Inspiration Garden on a sunny day to see the
pollinators enjoy our garden and the plants just starting to bloom for Fall.



BYA



Amanda Nelms, Cathy LaBar, Marge Cox, and Dana Selementi  helped the children at the Wesley
Street Boys and Girls Club participate in the Great Southeast Pollinator Census.  The students

counted pollinators at the newly installed Wesley Street Garden.

Kathy Olmstead, Liz Volz, and Amy Sharpe helped Home
School Club students count pollinators at the Inspiration

Garden.

The rain at the Extension Office  didn’t dampen the
enthusiastic Master Gardener Volunteers.

Betty Boylston counted at
home and found a bumble bee

on a luffa gourd.



FALL PLANT SALE

PLANTS NEEDED

Labor Day always feels like a turning point
between summer and fall to me, with the
promise of crisp cool mornings and
brilliant fall colors as summer fades.   I
love fall!
Speaking of fall…It’s also time to gear up
for the Fall Plant Sale!  Here are some
updates from your sales team:
FALL PLANT SALE (FPS) DATE is
scheduled for Saturday, October 18th,
from 8:30 am to noon, at the beautiful,
newly refurbished grounds at the
greenhouse.  
 
INTAKE/GREENHOUSE WORKDAYS: Now
that the new shade cloth is down, Barb
Schwartz has scheduled two
intake/workdays in August: Thursday,
August 28th, from 9 to 11 am, and
Thursday, September 18th.  
PLANTS WANTED!  If you missed the
Listserv notice from Mary Pat, here is a
wish list of plants that we would like from
your gardens. Please contact MP or Cindy
if you wish to discuss a dig.

FOCUS ON FALL PLANTING: 
The FPS provides us with an opportunity to educate our community about the benefits of
fall planting. Trees, shrubs, and perennials get a head start, allowing them to establish a
strong root system and be better prepared to thrive when spring arrives. Here are the top
five reasons why planting in fall is ideal. 
1) Favorable soil and air temperatures: The warm soil from summer encourages root growth,
while cooler air temperatures reduce stress on newly planted specimens. 
2) Reduced transplant shock: Plants experience less stress when planted in the fall
compared to spring, as winter dormancy sets in, they can focus on root development
instead of growth of foliage and flowers.
3) Ample moisture availability and less watering needed: Fall often brings increased rainfall,
providing natural irrigation and minimizing the need for frequent watering. 
4) Continued root growth: Even with dropping air temperatures, roots continue to grow
when soil temperatures remain above roughly 40 degrees. Soil temperatures in our area
may only hover below freezing in December through February, allowing plants to establish a
strong root system before spring. 
5) Less pest and disease activity: Many pests and diseases that affect plants during warmer
months are less active in the fall, making it easier for new plantings to establish. 

Fall planting is best!
Roots grow, while foliage and flowers rest.

 

Submitted by Cindy Irons and Mary Pat Geoffrion



GREENHOUSE

Greenhouse workday  August 14th

Workers included: Rhodes Shell, Norbert Snyder, Marge Cox,
Amy Barnes, Becky Lee, Crysti Nix, Carol Fuller, Angela

Natho, and Barb Schwartz.

Submitted by Dana Selementi

The Coweta County Master Gardener Garden Tour will be May 9, 2026.
Keith Brady and Rhodes Shell are the Co-chairs of the tour.

They are excited to announce the gardens that will be on the tour are:

Denise & Alasdair Best                           Lauren Jones
       250 Kripple Kreek Drive                   117 Greenville Street
       Sharpsburg, GA 30277                        Newnan, GA 30263

 
Dunnaway Gardens
3218 Roscoe Road
Newnan, GA 30263

 
These are three very special and very different gardens that will give a diversified

look  at gardening to all those that attend the 2026 Garden Tour.



SEPTEMBER IN THE GARDEN

Ten Things To Do In Your Garden In September

1. Dig in! Add perennials and spring-blooming (fall-planted) bulbs to your garden.
Perennials planted in the fall can establish healthy roots, resulting in bigger growth and
earlier blooms in the first season. Bulbs like tulips, daffodils, alliums, and more need the
overwintering period in order to bloom in the spring.

2. Make notes in your garden journal. Take note of what grew well, and areas where you’d
like to make changes. This will be a big help when you are planning your garden over the
winter months.

3. Weeding. Be sure to keep up with weeding. Diligent weeding helps prevent weeds from
going to seed in your garden, and helps prevent disease in next season’s garden.

4. Stop pruning and fertilizing. At this point in the season, pruning and fertilizing only
promotes new green growth that most likely will not survive through the winter.

5. Encourage annuals to self-seed. Stop deadheading in September and let the flowers go
to seed. Annual poppies, zinnias, sunflowers, and more will drop their seeds and, under
the right conditions, can come back next year. The seeds also provide a treat to feed birds.
Leave seed heads standing to feed birds over winter. Encourage annuals to self seed by
leaving flowers to go to seed, rather than deadheading. 

6. Leave seed heads standing. Perennials include echinacea, sedum, ornamental grasses,
and clematis standing to provide habitat for pollinators and food for birds over the winter
months. These also provide texture and visual interest to the winter garden. 

7. Clean up plants as they fade. Cut back any perennial that is diseased and dispose of the
trimmings in the trash, rather than your compost pile, to prevent the spread of the
disease. Cut back yellowed foliage on perennials such as daylilies, iris, peonies, bee balm,
and more.

8. Divide and conquer perennials that spread. Dig up and divide daylilies, iris, hostas, and
more in September if they have become overcrowded or outgrown the space. 

9. Mulch. Add a layer of mulch in your garden beds to provide a nice layer of protection to
prevent soil erosion, add some organic matter to the soil, and protect plants from snow
and ice over the winter months.

10. Plant cover crops. Build your garden soil for next year by adding quick-growing cover
crops. Plant clover, vetch, and Austrian winter pea as “green manures” to help build
nutrients and get the soil ready for next spring’s planting.

The more you accomplish in September, the less work you’ll have to do in spring!
If you’re thinking of adding a pollinator garden to your landscape, try to prep the area and
get as much planted as you can this fall. Come spring, the plants will be much larger and
that area will be primed and ready to add annuals and other varieties.
The more weeding and mulching you do in September, the less weeds you’ll have to deal
with in the spring. Take advantage of the gorgeous weather that September brings and get
yourself in a great position to start next season off and running.



MASTER GARDENER EXTENSION
VOLUNTEER GARDENS

Charlene Rodrigues, class of 2024, has a garden with
a decidedly tropical feel.  She and her husband

Charlie say it is a “labor of love.”  The garden has lots
of seating and unique vistas.  Succulants, cactus, and

giant elephant ears abound.   







RISK MANAGEMENT TRAINING

It is that time of year and we all must take the Risk Management Training (RMT).
Volunteers working with youth must complete the training before another session
with youth audiences. Remaining Master Gardener Extension Volunteers (MGEV)
must complete the training no later than 10/31/2025. If a MGEV neglects to update
their RMT by 10/31/2025, their MGLOG account will be disabled and their Master
Gardener status dropped to INACTIVE. I have attached the instructions for locating
and taking the training. If you have any questions or concerns please do not
hesitate to contact Dana Selementi.

Submitted by Dana Selementi



NATURE TRAIL
Submitted by Ed Atkinson

A hearty group of Master Gardener Extension Volunteers , including Ed and Melanie
Atkinson, Crysti Nix, Rick Haupt, Dick Viall, and Betty Boylston, worked at the
Nature Trail  on August 18th .  The  group did a great job cleaning up in preparation
for the  Pollinator Count.

BEFORE and AFTER at the Red Trail Bridge



COWETA COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE

VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH: August
Dave Granroos

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution.
If you are an individual with a disability who may require accommodation
in order to participate in or receive the benefit of a program of UGA
Extension or you desire more information, please contact us.

 Forover 17years, Dave hasbeen a
steadfastforce behind thescenes ofthe
Coweta County Master Gardener program.
From chairing the Greenhouse Committee
for five years to sharing in the fellowship of
like-minded friends, his quiet dedication
has helped the program thrive.

Dave’s passion for gardening and 
sharing knowledge is evident—so 
much so that his home was selected 
as a featured stop on the 2023 MGEV 
Garden Tour. He values the continual
learning the Backyard Association 
meetings bring - and we value the
knowledge, commitment, and 
heart he’s shared with us 
all these years. 

Congratulations, Dave!



VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
Submitted by Patty Ellis

As I sit at my table and look out the window, I see several hummingbirds
fighting over the freshly filled feeders. It’s amazing to think about the journey
they are preparing for when they will migrate over thousands of miles to spend
the winter in Mexico and Central America. Their upcoming journey also
reminds me that we only have a few more months in the year! As of this writing
we are currently in 5th place in the state for volunteer hours with 4616 (85
people reporting) and 4th place for continuing education with 789 hours (77
people reporting). We continue with 107 active Master Gardener  Extension
Volunteers. 
 
For this month, the only new annual milestone achievement was made by
Cathy LeBar who reached 500 hours. 
 
Please take a little bit of time out of your busy schedule to complete your
annual required minimum training by October 31st. While the format may have
changed over the years, the content remains the same. If you have any issues,
feel free to reach out to Dana Selementi for help. 
 
Thank you to each of you for your contributions to the Master Gardener
program! Your efforts really make a difference.

Delivering Great Presentations

This summer, Coweta County Master Gardener Extension Volunteers Patty Ellis and
Denise Grove completed the “Delivering Great Presentations” Advanced Training,
earning certification in this valuable skill-building program.
The training, led by Sherri Dorn, MGEV State Coordinator, was offered in three
sessions—two via Zoom and one in-person at the Extension Building in Paulding
County. During the final session, each participant gave a five-minute presentation
using either a presentation from the State library or one they created themselves.
They also tackled a “sticky situation” challenge, where they recommended
solutions to common presentation hurdles. Denise’s scenario? How to handle side
conversations in the audience that disrupt the speaker—a challenge many
presenters have faced!

“Delivering Great Presentations” is the third course in a six-part series of Advanced
Trainings designed to strengthen MGEVs’ skills and prepare them to serve as part of
their local speakers’ bureau team.

MGEV ADVANCED TRAINING
Submitted by Denise Grove



2025 MASTER GARDENER COWETA COUNTY BOARD & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
 
MGEV BOARD:
 
 President                                                    Jennie Adcock
 Vice President                                          Nan Van Patten
 Past President                                          Diane Cook 
 President Elect                                        Kathy Olmsted
 Treasurer                                                    Chuck Olmsted
 Secretary                                                    Ginger Combs
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
 
 Ask MG/Market Day                             Harley Stewart, Amy Barnes
 Backyard Association                         Melanie Landrum, Deberah Williams
 Boys & Girls Club/Youth Ed.            Rebecca Gibson
 Communications                                   Jerry Allen
Inspiration Garden                                Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller
 Education/Speakers Bureau           Cathy LeBar, Nan Van Patten, Patty Ellis
 Extension Landscape                          Cathy LeBar, Marge Cox, Charlene Rodriguez
 Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk       Susan Mills (Library), Patty Ellis
 Fundraising                                                Open
 Garden Tour                                              Keith Brady, Rhodes Shell
 Greenhouse                                               Barbara Schwartz (lead), Marge Cox, Rhodes Shell
 Hospitality                                                 Amy Sharpe, Susan Mills
 Nature Trail                                                Ed & Melanie Atkinson, Audrey Harrelson
 New Leaf                                                     Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis
 Plant Sales (Fall/Spring)                     Cynthia Irons, Mary Pat Geoffrion
Scholarship                                                Rhodes Shell
Social Media                                              Patty Ellis
 Sunshine                                                     Sara Hanson
 Volunteer Awards                                  Patty Ellis
 
 

MGEV Board and Chairpersons

Photos: Pat Farmer, Dana Selementi, Dale Senko, Ed Atkinson, Denise Grove, Kathy Olmstead

Editors:  Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis, and Dana Selementi

University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity Institution.  If you need a reasonable
accommodation or language access services, contact the UGA Extension in Coweta County at
(770) 254-2620/coweta.extension@uga.edu, at least three weeks prior to the program date.


