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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

How can it possibly be summer? | can remember my mother
talking to my aunts about how time just flew by. | wondered what
in the world they meant. Now | certainly know.

So many Master Gardener Extension Volunteer projects and
events tor 2025 have already passed. The good news is, there are
plenty of fun and productive things coming up on the schedule.

After a fun visit to the Lavender and Lilies Festival, the newly
formed and successful Social Committee has two more outings
planned for the year. Be sure to watch for the notices so that you
can joinin on the fun.

The Greenhouse Committee is hard at work %ettin ready for the
Fall Plant Sale, which will be upon us in the blink of an eye. Barb
Schwartz can always find something for you to do.

BYA continues to provide us with great educational programs
every month and they count for Kour Continuing Education
hours! Don’t forget to sign up to help the Hospitality Committee
by bringing goodies to serve to attendees! You can count the
timelspent preparing them towards your required hours for the
year!

Work at the Nature Trail continues throughout the summer and
I’m sure the committee would welcome the help. This committee
also needs a new chair for 2026. Please let Ed or Melanie
Atkinson or Audrey Harrelson know if you are interested.

Patty Ellis can always use assistance on the Help Desk. This
opportunity not only gives you hours but gives you the chance to
learn as you work in the comfort of the air conditioned office.

| am sure that there are many more opportunities available if you
just keep your eyes and ears open. Don’t let 2025 get away
without taking advantage of some of these opportunities!

As we know time flies, Just don’t allow it to pass you by.

Jennie



INSPIRING YOU

Submitted b;y Dale Senko

Volunteers returned to the Inspiration Garden after three weeks of no work due
to heavy rains and scout camp. We found what youare experiencing in your
gardens. The endless rains produced “monster” weed growth and plant litter.
Stifling heat added to the effort, but who says gardening in Georgia during
summer is easy?

One of the regular volunteers, Ada Rasoulian, summed it up perfectly.

“Another rewarding day at the Inspiration Garden! We all love volunteering here
even with the heat and the endless weeds: hard work, good company, and
growing beauty all around.” Shown below are Ada’s before and after pictures.

A cleanup day was scheduled to give the garden the love it deserves. Amy
expressed to the volunteers, “It is time to catch up on trimming plants,
deadheading and adding a few pretty things to the garden.”

BEFORE AFTER



BYA

Submitted by Kim Magyar

June's BYA featured Eric Mack of The Kai Garden. Eric is a trained artist and self taught
Elantsman and propagator. He grows ap ropriatelil 500 plants at his home-based garden

usiness. Eric specializes in hard to fi nd)?musual ants and natives with pizzazz. He wants to
grow plants you don't find everywhere, but should be everywhere. A few interesting facts about
Eric: his wife says that plants have been healing therapy for him after the loss of his son. Eric
enjoys plants with variegation and interestilgg oliage. Check out his website
https://thekaigarden.com/ to see all of his offerings.

Join us in July. Clint Waltz will give us timely information on “Best Practices for Turfgrass

Management.” | won't be there, but I'd appreciate it if someone could please attend and write an
article for the New Leaf so | will know what | missed!
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Backyard Association
A Presentation by Coweta Master Gardener Extension Volunteers

Clint Waltz

Turf Specialist, Griffin Campus,
University of Georgia

Tuesday, July 8, 2025
7:00pm

“Best Practices
for Turfgrass
Maintenance”

UGA Extension — Coweta County
255 Pine Rd, Newnan, GA 30263
(770) 254-2620 /

FREE to attend, but you must register to be entered into the drawing for door prizes.

University of Georgia is an Equal

Epahing NN, I JtL Ao ﬁ UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
reasonable accommeodations or language II

access services, contact the UGA Coweta

County Extension office at (770) 254-2620/ w EXTE NSI ON
coweta.extension@uga.edu, at least three Master Gardener Program
Weeks prior to the program date.




TRIP TO WILD DAISY FARM

Submitted by Denise Grove

A number of Master Gardener Extension Volunteers attended the Wild Daisy Farm’s annual
weekend festival.

The farmhouse, under the shade of beautiful old oak trees, is also a wedding venue complete
with a grand piano on the front porch, a food truck and a lavender themed gift shop.

Cutting fields host a wide variety of zinnias and three varieties of sunflowers where the
pollinators were busy. Last but not least, we were allowed cuttings of lavender blooms.




4-H ADVENTURE CAMP

Submitted by Dana Selementi

Robin Bugg, Coweta County Master Gardener Extension Volunteer, gave an amazing
presentation on bees to 36 campers on May 28, 2025.

Thanks to
Jerry Allen
Marge Cox
Kris Carpenter
Hettie Smith
Charlene Rodriguez
Cathy LeBar
Stephanie Odom
who all helped.




JULY IN THE GARDEN LA

-Observe your garden in the morning and at dusk. Keep an eye out for
pests and diseases. Least harmful early intervention is the best.

-Cut back herbs like basil, mint, and oregano by half to prevent them
from producing seeds and to promote more fragrant leaves.

-Take time to do a “tick check” after working in the yard.

-Continue to plant annual seeds such as marigolds, cosmos, and
sunflowers.

-Support tall flower stems prone to fall over after a rain.
PRUNING HINTS

ANNUALS: Continuing deadheading annual flowers.

BhU LBS:f:}emove dead flowers from daylilies and dahlias or just have the deer nibble

them off.

EDIBLES: Prune figs lightly, removing tall shoots from the middle of the bush.

Remove vertical water sprouts from apﬁle, peach, and pear limbs.

HOUSEPLANTS: Care MUST be taken when pruning house plants as some have sap

that will irritate your skin and eyes! Be sure to thoroughly wash your hands after

handling these plants. Houseplants known to have irritating sap are dieffenbachia,

poinsettia, philodendron, pothos, and weeping fig.

LAWNS: Grasscycling is the Eractice of leaving your grass clippings on the lawn

rather than bagging them. This practice saves time, fuel, and adds nitrogen back into

the soil, reducing the amount of fertilizer required. Most new mowers have a

mulchin% setting that accomplishes this. Now is the time to raise the height of your

mower blade another notch. With the higher heat our lawns are experiencing, this

will give the roots a chance to actually provide sufficient nutrients so the grass can

grow.

PERENNIALS and ORNAMENTAL GRASSES: Prune back by 1/3 to 1/2 fall blooming
erennials like asters, chrysanthemums, helianthus, and heliopsis. This will result in
uller plants that shouldn't require staking. Continue to deadhead repeat bloomers

as this will encourage more blooms.

ROSES: Prune weak or dead limbs every time you examine your roses. Don't forget to

periodically sterilize your pruners so as not to spread disease.

SHRUBS: Remove dead branches and flowers once thex finish blooming. Prune fast-

growing species like privet, abelia, laurel, and holly as this will neaten them up and

give them time to harden off before winter. Dead heading your butterfly bushes will

encourage more blooms until frost.

TREES: There is still time to ﬁrune trees that bloomed in the spring. Cut off seed pods

and ﬁrune lightly to shape the trees. Prune summer flowering trees as soon as they

finish blooming, if pruning is needed at all.

VINES and GROUND COVERS: If you have English Ivy or Virginia creeper growing on a

w:iloll oll(' around doors or windows and it threatens to cover the doors or windows, cut

it back now!




FALL PLANT SALE

Submitted by Dave Granroos

On June 19th Don Lambeck, Amy Barnes, and Rhodes Shell filled the back of this
truck with Stella D’oro, Zebra Grass, Bracken ferns, Oak Leaf Hydrangea, Japanese
Anemone, hostas, hibiscus and Rose of Sharon, from the Dave Granroos garden. Great
way to support the FALL PLANT SALE, October 11, 2025.
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MASTER GARDENER EXTENSION

VOLUNTEER’S GARDENS

Melanie Landrum, Class of 2014 and Master
Garden Extension Volunteer of the Year in 2019
describes herself as a “person who can’t turn
down a plant.” She loves perennials and pass
along plants. She likes to grow “plants her
grandmother would have grown.” Melanie’s
garden style is “cottage.” If you are wondering
where all the birds and bees are, you will find

them at her house.

Daylily (Hemerocallis 'Shady Lad

|

Lilium anastasia y'



Kousa dogwood Empress of China )
blooms May/June

Hydrangea quercifolia Snowflake
(Oakleaf)







COWETA COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE

VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH: JUNE

Janice Wise

Meet Janice, who began her journey as a

Master Gardener in 2007, driven by a

passion for volunteering and a desire to
ake a difference in our community.

Among her favorite activities are getting her
hands dirty with the landscape committee
nd assisting Extension staff in the office. ;
e loves meeting new people and is '
living proof that you can thrive
thout an email address!



VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Submitted by Patty Ellis

Welcome to July! Coweta Master Gardener Extension Volunteer have logged an
additional 391 volunteer hours and 27 continuing education hours since the June
New Leaf. As of June 21st, we have 107 active Master Gardener Extension
Volunteers and are in 4th place in the state for volunteer hours with 3,691. We are
in 5th place with 545 for continuing education hours.

Congratulations to Patty Ellis who has reached the 100-hour milestone.

Recently I've participated in two advanced training sessions with State Program
Coordinator Sheri Dorn. She has a bird’s eKe view of what is going on with the
Master Gardener Extension Volunteers. She has focused on evaluating the results
of our programs. While it’s fantastic to get up in front of a group and teach about
gardening, or get our hands dirty potting up plants, we need to take that a step

arther and evaluate how our programs impact our audience. We can gather
information at the county level, and when combined with other county programs
it tells a story of how important Master Gardener Extension Volunteers are in the
communities they serve. Part of that data is logging your hours, as this
demonstrates that the volunteers are committed to the program too. Right now,
79 out of 107 (74%) MGEVs in Coweta have logged volunteer hours and 69 out of
107 (64%) have logged CE hours. With funding cuts happening nationwide,
demonstrating how robust our program is will help us maintain the funding that
keeps things going. So please take a few minutes out of your day to sit down and
enter your hours into MGLOG. It really does make a difference!

Thank you for all of your hard work, and as always, if you have any questions or
problems logging hours, please reach out to Dana or myself for help.
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Photo from Patty Ellis’ garden
She’s ready for the census!



MGEV Board and Chairpersons

2025 MASTER GARDENER COWETA COUNTY BOARD & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MGEV BOARD:

President

Vice President
Past President
President Elect
Treasurer
Secretary

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Ask MG/Market Day
Backyard Association

Boys & Girls Club/Youth Ed.
Communications
Inspiration Garden
Education/Speakers Bureau
Extension Landscape

Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk
Fundraising

Garden Tour

Greenhouse

Hospitality

Nature Trail

New Leaf

Plant Sales (Fall/Spring)
Scholarship
Social Media

Sunshine

Volunteer Awards

Jennie Adcock
Nan Van Patten
Diane Cook
Kathy Olmsted
Chuck Olmsted
Ginger Combs

Harley Stewart, Amy Barnes
Melanie Landrum, Deberah Williams
Rebecca Gibson
Jerry Allen
Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller

Cathy LeBar, Nan Van Patten, Patty Ellis
Cathy LeBar, Marge Cox, Charlene Rodriguez
Susan Mills (Library), Patty Ellis

Open

Keith Brady, Rhodes Shell

Barbara Schwartz (lead), Marge Cox, Rhodes Shell
Amy Sharpe, Susan Mills

Ed & Melanie Atkinson, Audrey Harrelson
Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis

Cynthia Irons, Mary Pat Geoffrion

Rhodes Shell

Patty Ellis

Sara Hanson

Patty Ellis o

Photos: Pat Farmer, Ada Rousalian, Dave Granroos, Dana Selementi, Denise Grove, Kim Magyar

Editors: Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis, and Dana Selementi
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UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

EXTENSION

Master Gardener Program

University of Georgia is an Equal Opportunity Institution. If you need a reasonable
accommodation or language access services, contact the UGA Extension in Coweta County at
(770) 254-2620/coweta.extension@uga.edu, at least three weeks prior to the program date.



