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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

             “March went out like a lion 

 A whippin’ up water on the bay 

 Then April cried and stepped aside 

 And along come pretty little May! 

 May was full of promises 

 But she didn’t keep ‘em quickly enough for some 

 And a crowd of doubtin’ Thomases 

 Was predictin’ that summer’d never come. 

 

 But it’s comin’, by gum 

 We can feel it come 

 You can feel it in your heart 

 You can see it in the ground  

 

 You can see it in the trees 

 You can smell it in the breeze. 

 

 Look around! Look around! Look around! 

 

 JUNE IS BUSTIN’ OUT ALL OVER 

 

 All over the meadow and the hill 

 Buds’re bustin outa bushes…”  

 
Music and lyrics by Rodgers & Hammerstein for the musical  

Carousel  (1945) 

 

 

Sooo, what is bustin’ out in your garden? Whether it’s ornamental or 

edible, I hope it is beautiful and bountiful. Enjoy the fruits of your 

labor.  As the pandemic guidelines are becoming more lenient, I hope 

to see you all at more and more MGEV sponsored events.  
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Thanks to the MGEVs 

Linda, Martha, Barbara, 

Vicki, Cathy and Allen, 

who volunteered at the 

Nature Trail Monday, May 

17th. We weeded more trail 

areas and the courtyard, 

planted the last of 

pollinator plants and 

watered.  

 

Thanks to Allen who 

donated hibiscus which he 

planted by the edge of the 

pond.  The higher 

temperatures should add a 

spurt of growth on all the 

new plants.  Now we will 

concentrate on caring for 

the plants through the 

summer months.  

 

 

Submitted by: Dale Senko 

 

 
We need  your photos of trees, 
especially birds on trees. If you can 
identify the tree and its location, 
please include. Don’t worry if you 
cannot. We will identify.  
 
Please send the photos to Deb 
Williams at 
email  deberah@numail.com.  

 

Cardinal on Water Oak 

 
 

 

 

 

WORKDAY AT THE NATURE CENTER 

 

 

 

   

   

 

It is the month of June, The month of leaves and roses, When pleasant 

sights salute the eyes and pleasant scents the noses.  
Nathaniel Parker Willis 

 

    

 

 

 

  

mailto:deberah@numail.com
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JUNE IN THE GARDEN 

 
-Harvest vegetables as early as possible. 

-Big green caterpillars on parsley and fennel will become butterflies; try not to kill  them. 

-Replenish the mulch in your vegetable garden. 

-Plant a “trap crop” (sunflowers) to attract leaf footed bugs away from tomatoes. 

-Use organic options to control insects that are harming vegetables. 

-Continue to deadhead annual flowers to encourage production of more flowers. 

-Azaleas and big-leaf hydrangeas can be pruned now without harming next year’s blooms. 

-Prune back fall chrysanthemums to encourage bushier growth. 

 

 

CR’s June Pruning Tips:  

We are now in late spring; summer is almost upon us. The weather folks are talking about 90+ degrees 

next week. So, we shouldn't prune anything, Right?  

WRONG! 

But there are differences in, let's say, trimming plants, namely  pruning and shearing.  

-According to our friend Walter Reeves in his co-written, Month-by-Month GARDENING in GEORGIA, 

we can shear hedges and branches when they appear to be untidy and then prune them - slightly wider at 

the bottom that at the top - so that they will become healthier fuller plants.                                                                                                                                                                                     

-Now is the time to prune our azaleas, once the blooms are completely spent and before next year’s buds 

set.                                                                                                                                                                            -

-Conifers should be sheared before midsummer or when they go completely dormant in the winter. Be 

careful on these so as NOT to penetrate that Dead Zone! If you do penetrate the Zone on these plants, 

arborvitae, many cedars, and ornamental cypress, the pruned limbs will not replace.                                                                                                                                    

-When I shear my Gold Mops, I am going to be very careful NOT to prune them too far back!               -

OK, those daffodils, their leaves have by now assumed a horizontal orientation and have turned brown, 

right? Trim, shear, prune, cut them off even with the ground and be done with them. It will look so very 

much neater!                                                                                                                                                      

And lastly: Start deadheading your roses so you'll get more blossoms.  Your plants will look neater and 

will be healthier too!  If you've never deadheaded roses, better hop on the key board and make sure you 

know what you're doing. 

 

 

 

 

On this June day the buds in my garden are almost as enchanting as the open 

flowers. Things in bud bring, in the heat of a June noontide, the recollection of the 

loveliest days of the year, those days of May when all is suggested, nothing yet fulfilled. Francis King 
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Look for these MGEV Grown plants in your Spring Garden. 

                            

Penstemon  - Dale Senko                                    Butterfly Weed -  Ed & Melanie           Indian Pink -- Ed & Melanie Atkinson 

 

                       

Amaryllis – Carol Fuller                                     Lavender -  Barbara France                                     Hydrangea – Barbara France 

 

                               

Rose – Greg Emerson                                        Rose – Greg Emerson                                               Deutzia – Pat Farmer 
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ROOTING FOR NEWNAN 

             
 

      
 

    
 

  
          

 

The “Rooting for Newnan” 

project is off to a great start! 

A group of volunteers mixed 

the ingredients of our 

potting soil on May14th to 

be ready for our big potting 

project on the 21st. As we 

gathered to start potting we 

wondered if we could really 

pot up 500 trees in 3 hours, 

but with a dedicated crew of 

hard working Master 

Gardeners it was 

accomplished. The trees 

were a mixture of Northern 

Red Oak, White Oak, 

Swamp Chestnut Oak, and 

Cherry Bark Oak. It was 

great to be able to get with 

and see the faces of our 

long-time friends as well as 

to get to know some of the 

2020 class a little better. The 

watering team is in place 

and ready to care for our 

newly potted trees so that 

they will be healthy when we 

distribute them to our 

neighbors who lost trees in 

the tornado. Distribution is 

planned to be around 

Georgia Arbor Day in 

February 2022. Thanks to 

the hard work of the Master 

Gardeners and the 

generosity of our partners in 

the project, over 500 trees 

will be handed out with zero 

expenditures from the 

Master Gardeners’ budget. 

Our partners include the 

Georgia Forestry 

Commission, Super-

Sod/Soil3, and Newnan 

Utilities' Compost Facility. 

Lynn Smith was there to 

support us as well. 
Chairpersons: Ed Atkinson and  

Don Lambeck 

Project Name, 

Rooting for 

Newnan suggested 

by Gary Brown, 

class of 2020. 

Thanks Gary! 
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BACK YARD ASSOCIATION 

 

Submitted by Lyn Matthews 

 

Our May speaker was Becky Griffin.  We know Becky as the Great Georgia Pollinator 

Census developer.   Becky is currently working at the Georgia Mountain Research and 

Education Center in Blairsville.  If you have the opportunity, go see this place---450 acres 

of research with apples, blueberries, wine grapes, corn, soybeans and cattle and of course 

pollinators.  She does bee research there as well. A project on Heritage Apples is currently 

going on.  This is very interesting to those of us who had old apple trees in our yards 

growing up.  As you can tell, Becky is a very busy lady with many interests.   She focused 

mainly on the past pollinator counts and the results of the research provided from these 

counts for her Backyard speaking engagement.  She also gave information on the 

upcoming August 20 and 21 count.   

If you were not able to watch the Zoom presentation, please take advantage of the 

YouTube channel that Karen has started for us.  Also, check out the website that Becky 

started.  And, of course, the Podcast.  The website is: https://GGAPC.org and the Podcast 

is: TGGPP.  Both are very good. 

 

 

The June BYA will welcome Melanie Furr, Director of Education, Georgia Audubon, and 

Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitation.  Melanie will talk to us about Sibley, a hummingbird 

that she kept after it flew into a window and broke a wing.  I think everyone will enjoy 

hearing the ups and downs of rehabilitating an injured hummingbird.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://ggapc.org/
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Stump the Master Gardener         

 

 

         

 

 

 

 
 

Greg and Susan Emerson would like to invite MGEV's, the Extension office staff and their families to 
tour their garden from May 29 until June 15.  Simply call Greg and scheduling a time. They can 
handle about 10 folks at a time but limit cars to about 6.  
 
Contact: Greg Emerson                                                                                 
 770-301-3043 
3448 Happy Valley Circle, Newnan.  

 

Can anyone identify this easy to grow, spring 

flowering, native plant? 

MAY’S WINNER: 

CAROL FULLER – She identified the  

SPIDERWORT Tradescantia 

 

 

 

 
Can anyone identify this easy to grow native 

shrub? 

Send answers to: patfarmer100@gmail.com 

 

mailto:patfarmer100@gmail.com
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HOT TOPICS FROM THE MGEV HELP DESK  

 

Submitted by Patty Ellis 
 

 
When it comes to plants, it seems we can really boil gardening down to two main questions. The first is 

how do I make it grow more, and the second is how do I make it grow less (or not at all). Now that the 

weather is warm and the sun is abundant, those are the main concerns from our clients at the help desk.  

 

• A recent client contacted the office with concerns about their hydrangeas that seemed to be 

struggling. After reviewing photos, it was determined that the leaf tips had some frostbite from the 

recent late frost as well as Cercospora leaf spot, a fungal disease. We advised the client on good 

garden management practices to prevent fungal diseases and provided information from the 

newly updated Georgia Pest Management Handbook- Homeowners Edition. 

• Another client walked into the office with questions about vines and other plants growing around 

his pool and how to control them. The plants were identified as poison ivy, Virginia creeper, and 

red maple (Acer rubrum) and he was given information on the herbicides to help control them as 

well as precautions on proper herbicide use and how to handle poison ivy. 

 

In addition to plant questions we routinely get inquiries about insect identification and control and other 

animal pests. 

 

• A gentleman called in with questions about cicadas and armadillos. By the time we were able to 

call him back he reported that he had used traps for the armadillos. He apparently was under the 

impression that cicadas eat snakes (it’s the other way around!) Of course, with the hatching of 

brood X of cicadas this year there is a lot of focus on them. Depending on their developmental 

stage cicadas feed on sap from plants with woody stems or nutrients from plant roots. Young 

woody plants are especially vulnerable, so avoid planting when cicadas are a threat. They don’t 

really care for vegetables or grasses, so not much to worry about those. And skip the insecticides, 

they really don’t work. 

 

Hopefully everyone reading this is enjoying a pest and weed free garden, but if you have an issue that 

crops up, the help desk staff is happy to research your problem and offer solutions! 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Creeper 

Red Maple Seedling 
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MASTER GARDENER PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

Send all photo entries of Happy Gardeners and Happy Plants to: patfarmer100@gmail.com 

 

SUNSHINE from Carol Stephens 

 Thank you for the many cards sent to me during my hospital stay and recuperation at home. 

You all are the best friends ever. 

  

Sincerely, 

Carol Stephens 

Roni Wolcott, Class of 

2007, portrays MAC THE 

SQUIRREL at the 

McGuffey Nature Center. 

mailto:patfarmer100@gmail.com
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GREEN HOUSE NEWS 

            Submitted by Audrey Harrelson 

In early May, Karen Mansour coordinated with Matt Kuehl of Newnan Utilities to obtain soil for 

upcoming projects being worked on by Coweta MGEVs.  Matt is in charge of the composting aspects of 

the facility off of Highway 34 and was very helpful.  As most of you know, for cost reduction, we have 

been using a variety of mixes of NuSoil (the company’s term for its products with biosolids) over the last 

few years, with the additions of Soil3 and soil conditioner, for the majority of our greenhouse/plant sale 

needs. 

 

With the goal of obtaining a mix for use that required less (or no) additions, Matt steered us towards a 

blend that we’ll call Coweta mix.  it is screened top soil and river sand.  After delivery it is being put to 

immediate use in several projects.  It will be soil tested so that we know what we’re working with.  GH 

workers are interested in your input on this blend.  So, let us know what you think of it. 

 

In addition if you’re working on a project where a quantity of soil is needed, consider Newnan Utilities 

products.  The facility is not what comes to most people’s minds when you think of composting.  They 

have a number of options available and they are good for the environment. 

 

Newnan Utilities Site 

                   
 

Coweta Tornado Debris at the Site. 
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Kudos to MGEV Class of 2020 on Front Border 

Submitted by Mark Hess 

As many of you may remember, the class of 2018 took up the project of refreshing the border in front of 

the extension office.  This was identified as project “Facelift.”  The class of 2020 has taken over the next 

phase and done an outstanding job enhancing our entrance!  Practically the whole class participated with 

Cathy LeBar spearheading the project.  The plants they used were made up from a combination of 

donations from the class, material from the spring plant sale and purchases using a budget provided by 

the Extension Office.   

You will find begonias, iris, tiger lilies, stella d’ora daylilies, black-eyed susan, and bee balm just to name 

a few of the flowers among the many they used.  Beautified areas include the main border in front of the 

office, the side border to the left of the front entrance, the extension sign, the fence line and the planters 

in front of the office.  Going forward, the plan is to have the office campus as a project for every new 

class with the class of 2020 handing it off to the incoming class of 2022.  Certainly, the class of 2020 did a 

marvelous job and has set the bar pretty high for the incoming class.  A big thank you to our new master 

gardeners! 

                                                             

                         

 

 

Gary Brown, Paula Hyatt, Cathy LeBar, 

Nancy Coats, Cathy Heffner, Rebecca 

Gibson, Nan VanPatten, some of the 

class of 2020 who helped with project 

              FACELIFT! 
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Master Gardener 2021 Committee Chairs 

Ask MG/Market Day  Harley Stewart    

Backyard Association  Allen Summerlin, Deberah Williams, Melanie Landrum    

Scholarship    Jennie Adcock, Karen Mansour 

Education: Speakers Bureau, Dan Gentry 

Adv. Training/Continue Ed.            Dan Gentry 

Youth Education/Boys &Girls  Vacant 

Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk Susan Mills (library), Patty Ellis, Kathy Olmsted 

Finance     Kris Carpenter 

Fundraising    Kris Carpenter, Diane Cook 

Garden Tour    Diane Cook 

Spring Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted, Kim Magyar 

Fall Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted 

Greenhouse    Audrey Harrelson, Amy Keller, Mark Hess 

Demonstration Garden  Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller 

Media/PR/Coweta Shopper Vicki Sewell, Marci Moore, Martha Woodham, Kim Magyar, Shanna 

Campbell 

Nature Trail Project   Dale Senko, Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Melanie Atkinson 

Nominating Committee  2021 MGEV Board/plus other members 

Volunteer Management/Support Donna Dietz, Carol Fuller 

Directory    Mark Hess 

Hospitality    Kim Magyar, Amy Sharpe 

The New Leaf Newsletter  Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 

Sunshine    Sara Hanson 

Telephone    Roni Wolcott 

Volunteer Awards   Patty Ellis 

Photos: Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Barbara France, Greg Emerson, Dale Senko, Carol Fuller, Amy Keller. Mark Hess 

Editors:  Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis, Karen Mansour 

 

                                              

 


